
 

Build A Puff Mobile Challenge 

Objective: Students will demonstrate their understanding of what an apprentice 
mechanic does by designing and testing their own puff mobile.  

Materials: 
●​ 3 Nonbendable plastic drinking straws 
●​ 4 Lifesavers 
●​ 1 Piece of paper 
●​ 2 Paper clips 
●​ Tape 
●​ Scissors 

Items listed are for one puff mobile. 
 

Activity Instructions: 

1.​ Make a car using only the materials on the list. To make the car move, you 
need to blow on it.  

2.​ Students will test out their cars and see how far they can go.  

 

Post Activity Discussion Questions: 

What did you like most about this activity? 

What did you like the least about this activity? 

How does troubleshooting structural or mechanical issues on a puff mobile 
mirror the process a mechanic uses to diagnose and repair vehicles? 

 

 



Extension Activities: 

Students can compare their Puff Mobile with an early automobile. 

Students may sketch their Puff Mobile before building it and explain their design 
choices. 

 


