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.  
 

.
(EXHIBIT 1,2,3)

e. The maintenance team deliberately assessed each task and test to ensure the 
aircraft would be safe to fly and ultimately felt comfortable flying the aircraft. After each 
step in the process,  had conversations about comfortability of flight, and the 
next steps to take to determine the safety of a one-time maintenance flight. (EXHIBIT 
1,2,3)

f. As the day progressed,  felt rushed to get  to KPHX.  
 were approaching the end of their duty day, and each 

member  felt determined to accomplish the task at hand. (EXHIBIT 1,2,3) 
 

g. It was understood that no defuel capability had been coordinated at P18 or 
KPHX, but the aircraft had excess fuel to be loaded on to a C17. (EXHIBIT 1,2,3) 

 
h. There was not a conversation with , about needing to 

dump fuel.  believed that there was an understanding 
with , that there would be a need to dump fuel since no 
defuel capability had been coordinated. (EXHIBIT 1,4) 

 
i.  had a plan to fly  to dump fuel but was quickly 

given alternate routing by KPHX tower, specifically the Helo-One – 101 transition.  
 attempting to navigate the airspace and manage 

 function. (EXHIBIT 1,2,3) 
 

j.  adjusted his maps and worked to understand the route given to 
them,  maintained airspace surveillance in the busy 
airspace  was also  

 
 (EXHIBIT 1,2) 

l. After finding the prescribed routing,  asked if they needed to dump 
fuel still. Everyone in  believed they were , not populated 
areas, and began to dump fuel at approximately  and through the next 

 said  observed positive fuel dump, and 
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. (EXHIBIT 1,2,3)
 

m.  believed they had enough altitude above the ground 
that there would be no negative impacts to the surface from dumping fuel.  

 were not dumping fuel on populated areas. (EXHIBIT 1,2,3) 
 

n.  noted there was  
 were not expecting along the route. (EXHIBIT 1,3) 

 
o. P18 (departure airfield) is at  and KPHX (arrival airfield) is at an 

altitude of . This puts aircraft  during fuel 
dumping. No  noted their AGL altitude during fuel dumping.  

 did note the MSL initial altitude  and the subsequent 
assigned altitude of . (EXHIBIT 5,7)

q. After landing, the FBO at Jackson Jet center said an official from Tempe was 
on the phone and wanted to know if there was a maintenance problem with the 
aircraft. The Tempe fire department said they had received reports of fuel falling on 
vehicles. (EXHIBIT 1,2,3,8,9) 

s.  then notified  of the phone call, and  briefed 
 upon returning to the TOC at P18. (EXHIBIT 1,2) 

 
t.  noted the complexity of everything that was occurring 

simultaneously: being towards the end of the duty day,  
 

 This 
all added excess stress and  to the flight. (EXHIBIT 1,2,3) 

 
u.  said if  had to execute the same thing again, 

there are changes  would make.  would have pushed to 
conduct the flight a different day and execute during the day with a specific route for 
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dumping fuel, and a separate route for the arrival procedures to KPHX.  
 would have wanted the whole crew on the same duty day and  

 from KPHX, would have requested to exit the airspace to  
 for fuel dumping.  would recommend waiting until another 

day and continue looking for defuel capability to negate the need to dump fuel. 
(EXHIBIT 1,2,3) 
 
 5. Findings. Based on the facts presented above, I make the following findings:   

a.  What occurred? Aircraft was  
 

 felt comfortable with a one-time flight to KPHX to position 
it for C17 load.  departed under  

 
and working to comply with tower’s instructions,  dumped fuel to 

be compliant with C17 loading requirements. Fuel dumping occurred between 
approximately  After landing  was notified 
by the Tempe, AZ officials that fuel had been dumped on a residential area.  

b.  What events led to the incident?  conducted deliberate tests to 
determine safety of the one-time flight. Approaching the end of the maintenance test 

, there was a perceived rush to move the aircraft to KPHX. In flight,  
 

, adhering to 
tower’s instructions,  
and fuel was dumped over a residential area.  

 the AGL altitude of the 
aircraft during dumping.  did believe that  were high 
enough for safe fuel dumping, that they were not over a populated area, and that the 
fuel was atomizing before reaching the ground.  
 
    c.  What were some of the time-pressing dynamics involved with the flight?  
The maintenance test pilots were approaching the end of their duty day. Given the 

 
. There was pressure to 

execute the C17 load on 06FEB26 from both the KPHX operations, saying that  
only had a parking space for one night, and from the C17 crew requesting load on 
06FEB26. , expressing the “typical” Nightstalker mentality, were determined 
to accomplish the task with the time and circumstances that they had. 
 
    d.  What were  actions during the flight?  worked to  
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. They dumped fuel over what appeared to be 
a non-residential area.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

e. What, if any, requirements, regulations, and/or publications were violated 
during the flight?  went against a note in the MH60M Technical Manual 
(TM) stating  

There were no found regulations regarding fuel dumping from an
aircrew perspective. FAA Order 7110.65 gives guidance for air traffic controllers 
regarding intentional fuel dump and discusses using alternating routing if required, and 
assigning an altitude  of the 
route to be flown. 

 
f. What failures amongst  occurred that resulted in the outcome of the 

incident?  felt rushed to accomplish mission when the final call was made to 
fly  to KPHX. Being an  could have provided alternate 
courses of action, which  discussed during interviews as lessons learned. These 
include flying the following day, delaying until defuel could be completed, or flying a 
specific defuel route before entering Phoenix’s airspace. could have made any of 
these recommendations to  failed to recognize the 
populated areas throughout their flight route depicted by  

 
which are shown in the aircraft.  failed to check their AGL altitude during fuel 
dumping, and to ensure that they maintained the correct altitude in accordance with 
the note in the MH60M TM regarding intentional fuel dumping. 
     
6. Recommendations. Based on my findings, I make the following recommendations: 
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