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Peter Biello: This is All Things Considered on NHPR. I'm Peter Biello. Republican Gov. 

Chris Sununu delivered his State of the State speech today, touching on a wide array of 

topics including housing, the pandemic and ideological extremism. Here to offer a 

Democratic response to Gov. Sununu's address is state Senator Becky Whitley. 

Senator Whitley, thank you very much for speaking with me. 

 

Sen. Becky Whitley: Thanks for having me. 

 

Peter Biello: Senator, big picture. What's your big picture takeaway from Governor 

Sununu's address today? 

 

Sen. Becky Whitley: What I had wanted to hear was a little less partisanship. I think 

the governor spoke a lot about wanting to get things done in New Hampshire and to try 

to avoid the federal gridlock. But, what we did hear was a fair amount of partisanship. I 

think he proposed many programs that were funded with federal relief dollars, but really 

failed to acknowledge that the majority, most of that federal funding that's funding his 

initiatives, came from our all-Democratic federal delegation. 

 

Peter Biello: One of the things that those federal dollars will fund has to do with 

housing in New Hampshire. Gov. Sununu addressed the housing crisis in the state, 

saying he wants to boost the number of new housing units with $100 million in American 

Rescue Plan funds. And do you think Democrats will be able to support his effort? 

 

Sen. Becky Whitley: Yeah, I think housing affordability, availability, it's a huge issue. 

And I will note actually that there is a bipartisan housing caucus in the Legislature. So I 

think that's a good signal that the Legislature is really willing to come to the table on this 

issue. All around the state, and in my district, it's property taxes that are really so 

unaffordable, and so I haven't seen a whole lot of work by the Sununu administration. I 

didn't hear a whole lot in his speech today about what he's going to do to fix that 

problem. 

 



Peter Biello: Well, the governor said, if I may interject, the governor did say quite a bit 

about how property taxes throughout the state have gone down. To what extent do you 

think the governor deserves credit for that? 

 

Sen. Becky Whitley: If we look at the last budget, you know, and I think the governor 

actually talked specifically not about property taxes reducing, he was talking about taxes 

in general. But I think we need to look very closely about who received those tax cuts, 

right? So in the last budget, we saw tax cuts to businesses and our large out-of-state 

businesses got a big old tax cut. We also saw a tax cut on interests and dividends. 

Those are our wealthiest Granite Staters. The only tax cut that I saw really that would 

impact working families, is the reduction in the meals and rooms tax. It was a small 

reduction. So that reduction was from 9 to 8.5%. But that is going to cost us $30 million 

in reductions. It wasn't a huge cut. We aren't seeing significant reductions in property 

taxes. In fact, I think we're likely going to see increases as we're spending less and less 

money on education funding and sending more money through the Republican voucher 

program on private schools and religious schools. 

 

Peter Biello: You, and other Democrats, have prioritized in this legislative session a 

handful of issues that Gov. Sununu did not mention in his speech today. That includes 

abortion and the redistricting process, which is now underway. What hope do you have 

to influence any of these conversations as a party? 

 

Sen. Becky Whitley: Look, I think the biggest influence on redistricting is if we hear 

from Granite Staters. We have a large independent electorate in New Hampshire, and 

we want to give those voters a voice. And I think by drawing unfair maps, the 

Republicans are unfortunately silencing the voices of one third of our electorate, which 

are independent voters. 

 

Peter Biello: At the end of his speech, Gov. Sununu brought up a warning about so-

called radical elements in politics, implying that we've seen extreme beliefs, et cetera, 

on both sides of the aisle. What was your take on that? 

 

Sen. Becky Whitley: I think that's certainly true. I've only been in the State House as a 

legislator for two years, but I have never seen the State House so partisan. I think most 

notably, we saw it in the budget last year. We have a budget with a school voucher 



program. We have a budget with an abortion ban. We have a budget with a statute that 

bans speech in our local school. What's unfortunate is that the governor signed that 

budget with those extreme policies in the budget, and I think that was really 

disappointing. 

 

Peter Biello: Democratic Sen. Becky Whitley, thank you very much for speaking with 

me. 

 

Sen. Becky Whitley: Thank you so much for having me, Peter. 

 

Peter Biello: And for more of our coverage on Gov. Sununu's State of the State 

address, visit nhpr.org. 

 


