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Elwood Dean Carlson
( May 25, 1921 - May 19, 2011 )
ELWOOD ED DEAN CARLSON
Born: Wednesday, May 25, 1921
Ft. Pierre, South Dakota
Died: Thursday, May 19, 2011
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Age: 89 years, 11 months, 24 days

VISITATION
Begins at 5:00 PM Tuesday, May 24, 2011 with family present to greet friends from 5:00-7:00 PM at George Boom Funeral Home, Sioux Falls.

FUNERAL SERVICE
2:00 PM Wednesday, May 25, 2011
George Boom Funeral Home
Father David Krogman, Officiating
John Mogen, Pianist & Vocalist

INTERMENT
Woodlawn Cemetery, Sioux Falls, SD

PALLBEARERS
Jim Carlson ~ Howard Paulson ~ Jim Buckneberg
Tom Powers ~ Richard Miller ~ Colin Dyvig

Elwood Ed Carlson was born May 25, 1921 in Ft. Pierre, South Dakota to Martin and Jessie Lucille Carlson. His family suffered through the Great Depression and dust bowl years, teaching Elwood the value of a dollar. He grew up on a farm near Presho, SD and moved with his family to Sioux Falls in 1937. He graduated from Washington High School in 1939. Elwood enlisted and served in the US Army during WWII in the Pacific Theatre. He was honorably discharged under rank of 1st Lieutenant.

Elwood met his future wife Carmela during service in the military as she served in the WAC. They were married January 6, 1947 and settled in Sioux Falls. Ed attended Nettleton Business College and worked as display manager for both Shrivers and Fantles Department stores for many years. In 1958, he won national first place display awards from Van Heussen Company and Old Spice. After Fantles closed its doors in the 1970s, Ed worked for the City of Sioux Falls Water Purification Plant until retirement in 1988. After the loss of his wife of 44 years, he gained a special friend and companion, June BeVirt.

Ed was an ambitious antique collector, musician, sportsman, and accordionist. He formed the bands Eddie Carl Combo and the Top Notes and played music for area dances. In addition, he entertained residents at area nursing homes and hospitals for many years with his music. He enjoyed fishing, hunting, dancing, singing with the Norse Glee Club and acting in variety shows at the Center for Active Generations. He was an avid member of the local 13th Infantry Company D of Civil War re-enactors. In 2000, he received the Jefferson Award for outstanding public service. He was interviewed and recorded for the WWII PBS series Homefront. Elwood was a member of the Sons of Norway, Glee Club, American Legion, VFW, Elks and Moose Lodge.

Grateful for having shared his life are his three daughters, Marcia Rehn, Superior, CO, Maureen Carlson, Minneapolis, MN, Michelle Miller and her husband, Richard, Sioux Falls; his son, James Carlson, Sioux Falls; 6 grandchildren, Jason Carlson, Colin Dyvig, Jennifer Robinson, Ava Carlson, Rachel Miller and Adam Rehn; his brother-in-law, Albert Powers, Trent, SD; his companion, June BeVirt, Sioux Falls; and many nieces and nephews.

Elwood was preceded in death by his wife, Carmela, parents, and two sisters, Patricia Hall and Anita Powers.
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