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WCBU Year in Review

from General Manager R.C. McBride

The following sentence is a huge understatement: A lot has happened since WCBU last
released an annual report, both in the world and at the station.

Just in the last year, we've lived through a tumultuous election, massive protests in the
aftermath of the killing of George Floyd, and a deadly pandemic that has upended life as
we know it. Each made an enormous impact on our community. WCBU and NPR have
been there to cover it all with in-depth analysis and context from multiple perspectives. If
anything good has come from all of this in our little corner of the universe, it’s that NPR,
WCBU, and public media have proven its value. All of us—including you, our support-
ers—should be very proud of that.

And to think Peoria came close to having no public radio station of its own. I won't reliti-

gate that here, but since Illinois State University and WGLT assumed day-to-day manage-

ment of WCBU in 2019, we have increased service and stabilized financially. And we're on
the cusp of making it through the pandemic.

There was not a WCBU annual report issued in 2019. It was one of the things that fell
to the wayside as we scrambled to adapt to working remotely and covering everything
mentioned above. This report will attempt to cover the highlights of what's happened in
the past two years,

WCBU work-from-home mode.

WCBU in 2019 and 2020

* On June 1, 2019, the management agreement mentioned above went into effect. WCBU
immediately grew the local Peoria-based journalism staff from 1.5 to 3.5 with News
Director Tim Shelley, Executive Producer Daniel Musisi, and journalists Joe Deacon and
Kristin McHugh. Anna Chumbley is corporate support director. Combining WCBU’s
and WGLT’s business, management, individual giving, and operations areas have allowed
both stations to operate more effectively and efficiently. As a side note, no one could
have seen the pandemic coming, but this in particular made it easier for both stations to
weather the financial fallout.
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* Several well-known Peoria journalists have been added on a part-time basis and increased
opportunities for contributions from students at Bradley and Illinois State. More on this
in the newsroom section.

* In November 2019, WCBU studios relocated from the now-razed Jobst Hall to the top
floor of Morgan Hall on the Bradley University campus. We were just about ready to
schedule tours and an open house when the pandemic hit. Doing so is still on our agen-
da when it’s safe to gather.

* WCBU’s Community Advisory Board has grown in size and is more active and engaged.
A huge amount of credit for this goes to former President Ambra Haake and current
President John Lamb, as well as their past and present colleagues. The board is actively
looking for volunteers. More on this in John’s update.

* WCBU launched a new daily local news podcast and in October, started a series of Fri-
day night specials called “WCBU Presents.” This has featured works from Bradley Uni-
versity Theatre, Peoria Symphony Orchestra and many more, all of whom were unable
to perform in front of live audiences because of COVID-19. You're hearing more locally
produced features during Morning Edition and All Things Considered, a local newscast
that been added during the noon hour.

* The station’s finances stabilized, though we're still operating at pretty much money-in,
money-out. WCBU had six weeks of operating cash on hand on June 1, 2019. As of this
writing, we how have approximately funds for four months. That's nowhere where we
need to be but it’s an improvement, especially considering all that has happened since.

None of this progress could have occurred without your help. Individual giving is more
important now than ever, especially in light of the large and understandable drop-off in
corporate support this year. Please keep it up, and tell your friends. If you're interested in
other ways to contribute, there is plenty of information at WCBU.org. We're always happy
to answer an email or a phone call.

What’s Next for WCBU?

In the short term, 'm hopeful we will create another full-time journalist position in the
summer of 2021. This is something we were in the process of doing in March 2020 before
the world had other ideas. That will pave the way for a WCBU-produced local daily news
magazine to air from 5-5:30 p.m. weekdays beginning this fall. We will be modernizing
WCBU.org soon. Most importantly, the quality daily service you depend on from NPR
and WCBU will be available to all who wish to consume it.

And so we go onward, and together, with your support!

R.C. McBride
General Manager
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From the WCBU Newsroom...

It was quite a year in 2020 with nonstop major news stories that demanded strong
local coverage. Three main stories kept WCBU's newsroom busy.

Coronavirus

WCBU was a leader in COVID-19 coverage in the
Peoria area, pairing data-driven analysis with personal
stories of loss and adaptation. Coverage tapped into
Peoria’s medical expertise to help users make informed
decisions about their own health.

Social justice

WCBU Was' th.ere 'when the kllhn'g of George Floyd First COVID case announced
sparked social justice demonstrations across the

tri-county area. We then followed up by introducing

you to young Black leaders in the local Black Lives

Matter movement.

Election coverage

Even during a pandemic, voters needed to be in-
formed about who and what was on the ballot in the
November election. WCBU provided extensive inter-
views with local candidates, culminating in an election

special program on Oct. 28, Black Lives Matter rally in Pekin
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New Podcast

In July, the WCBU newsroom launched On Deck, Peoria’s first
and only daily news podcast. New episodes are available by 5
a.m. every weekday, featuring the biggest story of the day, a run-
down of important headlines, and a special feature or interview.
Subscribe on Spotify, Apple Podcasts, or NPR One. Learn more
at WCBU.org/OnDeck.

Mayoral Race
In 2021, Peoria voters will elect their first new mayor in 16 years. Throughout the year,
WCBU covered a huge field of candidates who emerged to succeed Jim Ardis.

New Faces

You heard several new voices on WCBU this year, including full-time reporter Joe Deacon,
a veteran reporter and longtime central Illinois resident. We also introduced correspondent
Mike Rundle along with student interns Jody Holtz, Michael Jameson, Jordan Mead, and
Chloe Calcote.

WCBU.org’s Most-Read Stories

The Top 10 most-read stories of the year on WCBU.org include some of our most
impactful, important reporting from across the community.

1. Galesburg Man Charged with Inciting Riots in Chicago, Minneapolis

2. In Pekin, Violating the Stay-At-Home Order May Mean a $750 Fine

3. This Pekin Doctor Survived COVID-19. Here’s What He Wants You to Know.
4. Drive-in Movie Ritual Returns in Peoria

5. DPeoria Weighs Curfew After Chaotic Night of Violence, Looting

6. Something to Carp About: New Efforts to Remove Invasive Fish From Illinois River
Underway

7. Jukebox Comedy Club Asking for Help As Temporary Closure Could Become
Permanent

8. COVID-19 Outbreak Confirmed at Bradley University
9. Hoos: Alleged Peoria Looters Could Face Up to 30 Years In Prison

10. Here’s Where You Can Buy Legal Pot on New Year’s Day
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Meet the entire WCBU team

at WCBU.org/staff

Our 2020 “Stay at Home” virtual concerts featured local artists

playing a variety of genres.
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2020 WCBU Event Sponsors and Underwriters

Laurie Adams, COUNTRY Financial

Representative

Ameren Illinois

Arts Partners of Central IL, Inc.
Busey Bank

Bradley University Theatre
CEFCU

CertaPro Painters of Bloomington-Peoria

Chillicothe Public Library
CityLink

Commerce Trust
Communication Junction
Corn Stock Theatre

David Vaughan Investments
Delta Dental

Easter Seals of Central Illinois
Essential Wellness Pharmacy
Essig Law Office

Jay Goldberg Events
Heartland Festival Orchestra
Ilinois Prairie District Public Library

Illinois State University Admissions
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Illinois Symphony Orchestra
Kidder Music

Aaron Kilgore, State Farm Agent
Mackinaw Valley Vineyard & Winery
Medico

National Shows 2

Nova Singers

OSF Healthcare

Pekin Insurance

Peoria Area Civic Chorale

Peoria Art Guild

Peoria Public Library

Peoria Riverfront Museum
Peoria Symphony Orchestra
Pfaff, Gill, and Ports, Ltd.
RiverCity Music Therapy

Shine Therapy Services

Sitka Salmon

Unland Companies

Up Beet Jams

Westminister Presbyterian Church

WRC Realtors



WCBU Donor Roll

Directors

($1,500-plus)

Jennifer Class-Mitchell

Michael Coffman

Rich Cushing

James Hauck

Fredrick and Elizabeth Hoy

Diane and John Jordan

Jim and Floride Kidder

Scott and Jennie* King

Walter Klypchak

Kathleen and William
Kohlhase

Praveen Kumar and Sara
Verghese

Melinda McBee Orzulak

Kristin McHugh-Johnston
and Eugene Johnston

John and Pamela Muirhead

Stephen Plott

Elizabeth Reed

Gerard and Elizabeth Rickert

Michael Rucker

Neal Senti

Anonymous (4)

Broadcasters
($1,000-plus)

Chris Anderson

Catherine Barnett

Richard and Phyllis Baylor
Michael and Karen Buoscio
Mary Dill

Carey French

Barbara Glick

Terry Goff

Darrel and Jane Gumm
Ambra Haake

Stephen Heine

Matthew Hendrickson

Elaine and George Hopkins

Gary Jacob

Robert Kagy

Alan Kenworthy

Elliott Murray

Tom Pelger

Donald and Kathleen Penn

Thomas and Carol
Romanowski

Matthew and Mary Segebart

Evan Stumpges

Angela and Shawn Weck

Patrick Whitten and Bridget
Burke

Janice and Michael Zagardo

Leaders ($500-plus)

Shay Allen

Gloria Andrews

Rebecca Baggett

Peter Barclay

Robert Bartelt

Patricia Barton

Mark Berhow

John and Linda Blossom

Joyce Blumenshine

Michael Brandt

Kristine Bryson

Esther Cohen

Timothy Conley

Jananne and Gary Copeland

Aaron Costerisan

Douglas Craw and Vicki
Frank

Christopher Dean

John Dutton

Barbara and Regg Glawe

Joseph and Joyce Glawe

Terry and Carol* Glynn

Benjamin Grethey

Eleonore Hansen

Laura Hertz

James and Beth Hinchee

Mark and Lori Jackson

Beverley Ketel

Sean Koors

Kent Koshkarian

Emily and Frank Landers

Rick Miller

Kelly Mitchell

Mary and Donald Niemi

Eugenia and Alexius Olson

Lynne Ostfeld

Michael Panther and Mary
Reeder Panther

William Passie

Thomas Pinkham

Alicia and Todd Popham

Lawrence Resutko

Ed Ringness

Jennifer Robin

Cindy Ross-Ringer

James Runyon

William Semmens

Clifford and Cynthia Shoff

Richard and Betty Stumpf

Jenny and John Tripses

Julia Veir

Rosemary Weber

Marilyn Worley

Day Sponsors ($365)
Samer Aldroubi

Ruth Bittner

Marilyn Borowicz
Charleen Boudreau

Beth and David Brush
Jason Castator

Mary Casterline

Walter Eschelbach
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Frank Gerke

Marjorie Getz

Sue and Terry Grabb

James Graumlich

Cora Green

Taylor Hartseil

James Heatwole

Michael Jackson and Janine
Donahue

Paula and Peter Johnsen

Judy Johnson

Ross Johnson

Amy Jones

Jane Kalmes

Emily and Sean Kerwin

Clarence Knutson

Peter Kobak
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John Lamb

Chrissy Malson

Karen Mattheessen and Tim
Bueter

Danila and Michael McAsey

Raymond and Christy
McBride

Jerry McCoy

Linda and Brooks McDaniel

Ronald Mixer

Brian Morrical

David Mueller

Brooke Nelson and Samuel
Berkes

Carol and Gary Nelson

Sonia Orcutt

Marlynn Patel

Board Members
John Lamb, Chair
Jennifer Essig, Vice Chair

Diane Hahn, Recording Secretary

Becky Doubleday
Lenora Fisher
Tom Mellor
Todd Popham
Bill Shock
Jessica Thomas

Kiran Velpula

Ex Officio/WCBU
R.C. McBride
Melissa Libert
Ryan Denham

Jennifer Armstrong

Douglas Rickard and Diane
Lantz-Rickard

Earl Riley

Anna Saxon

John and Polly Sharp

Barry and Paula Shook

Edward Tarbuck

Becca Taylor

Andrea Tognetti

Andrea Wackerle

Mary and Michael Wallace

Devin West

Alan Willadsen

Michael Yoder

* deceased

Jennifer Robin, Nominating Chair



Community Advisory Board
Update

Despite the many changes we've been through as Peoria Public Radio listeners the past
two years, the role, existence, persistence of the station’s Community Advisory Board has
not changed. Our job is to advise and make recommendations to the governing body of
WCBU 89.9 FM in three areas: the station’s programming, its service, and its significant
policy decisions. We advise in such a way that is reasonably representative of the diverse
needs and interests of the communities served by the station.

What stands out to me as the current board chair is this reference to the communities of
the station, as in plural. We may be one listening audience, but we hear with different
perspectives that reflect our geographic, generational, political, economic, and religious
worlds. Not only that, but we are not just an anonymous city living in a random year. This
is Peoria, Illinois—the symbol of middle America—looking to compose and embrace our
“Big Picture” in the 21st century.

We're making our way through the pains of the pandemic, losing and gaining small
businesses and flights out of PIA. We're navigating Black Lives Matter, three years after re-
naming a primary school for the city’s first Black female physician and looking at six more,
with either a Black or Hispanic council member about to sit in the mayor’s chair.

How can WCBU serve all our communities? As a Community Advisory Board, we are
having that conversation with the station’s general manager and staff in meetings every
other month that are open to the public. You can attend, contact us directly, and even
apply to join the board at peoriapublicradio.org/cab. Whether you've been with WCBU
since the beginning in 1970 or you're just now joining this collaborative central Illinois

experience, we welcome your voice.

John Lamb
Chair, Community Advisory Board

Please contact Contributor Services with additions or corrections at
(309) 438-3581 or contributorservices@illinoisstate.edu.
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