PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT
Protecting Our Children
Parents urged to oppose cell towers on school playgrounds
Fayetteville, Ark. - Parents and community members in Fayetteville are raising serious concerns regarding the installation of a new cell phone tower on the playground of McNair Middle School, adjacent to Vandergriff Elementary School. 
This placement would expose students and staff at both schools to daily radiofrequency (RF) radiation, amid ongoing scientific debates about its long-term health effects.
As one parent stated, "When evidence emerges, we must act responsibly." Historical precedents—such as the delayed recognition of risks from smoking, lead paint, and DDT—underscore the need for caution to prevent potential harm to future generations.
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A Decision Made Without Today’s Families
The tower's approval dates to 2014 under a prior school board and administration, with finalization in 2023. Only a few involved in the original decision are still current Board Members with many no longer in their roles, leaving current students, staff and families to bear the ongoing implications.
Additionally, the district has reduced a significant portion of McNair Middle School's playground to accommodate the tower. This decision overlooks substantial evidence highlighting the importance of recess and outdoor play for children's cognitive, social and physical well-being.
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Parties Responsible for approval of Cell Tower
Couldn’t locate a publicly-accessible version of the minutes for the Fayetteville School Board of Education from December 18, 2014 via their online archives.

Sitting board president at the time (2014): Tim Hudson
Superintendent at the time: Vicki Thomas and transitioned to Paul Hewitt
Official signatures Site Lease 5/15/2019:
Justin Eichman, Board President 
Nika Waitsman, Board Secretary 
Dr. John L Colbert, Superintendent 
Board Meeting Minutes from September 28, 2023:
The Board voted 7-0 to approve the made the motion which was seconded by Tracey Pomeroy.

I recommend a motion to approve the McNair Cell Tower & Lease Agreement.

Motion by Tim Hudson, second by Tracey Pomeroy.

Final Resolution: Motion Approves
Yes: Keaton Smith, Megan Tullock, Nika Waitsman, Tim Hudson, Katrina Osborne, Tracey Pomeroy

Abstain: Justin Eichmann

Why Parents Are Concerned
The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) has classified RF fields as “possibly carcinogenic to humans.” Laboratory studies have shown potential links between prolonged RF exposure and tumor growth, neurological effects, and endocrine disruption.
The FCC’s (Federal Communications Commission) safety guidelines for human exposure to radiofrequency radiation were developed in the 1980s and adopted in 1996—nearly 30 years ago—long before today’s wireless technologies or the constant exposures our children experience every day. 
Children’s bodies and brains absorb more RF energy relative to their size and no U.S. agency has yet updated standards to reflect these vulnerabilities. Making children more vulnerable than adults to environmental risks because their bodies and brains are still developing. If potential risk exists and scientific certainty is incomplete, take protective measures—especially for children—until proven safe. 
For this reason, parents argue that school campuses should never double as industrial communication sites.

Community Demands
To safeguard student health, parents and residents are advocating for the following actions:
1. An immediate suspension of construction on the McNair Middle School cell tower.
2. A thorough, district-wide assessment of all existing cell towers on school properties.
3. The relocation of any towers in proximity to students or staff areas.
4. Transparent, inclusive processes involving the community for any future infrastructure projects affecting health and safety.
Fayetteville Public Schools' commitment to "every child, every day" must prioritize well-being over financial or operational conveniences. 
Smith Communications, the company constructing and leasing the tower, proudly states:
“For almost 100 years, Smith Two Way Radio has prided itself on exceeding expectations in all of our relationships.”
If that statement truly reflects their values, then Smtih Communications must exceed expectations here—by listening to the families they serve, respecting the community they operate in and choosing people over profit. 
We ask both Fayetteville Public Schools and Smith Communications to honor their own words and principles by pausing construction, re-evaluating the site and prioritizing student safety.
We are calling AT&T and Verizon Wireless, in partnership with Smith Communications, to follow the example set by Sprint (now T-Mobile), which listened to community concerns in California (Weston Elementary School in Ripon, CA) and voluntarily shut down and relocated a school-site tower. We urge these companies to demonstrate the same level of responsibility and compassion when it comes to protecting children from unnecessary RF exposure. 

Call to Action
Families are calling on the Fayetteville School Board, Superintendent Dr. John Mulford, and Smith Communications to put children’s safety first—above corporate leases and revenue incentives.
Community members are invited to attend an open forum on Wednesday, November 5, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at McNair Middle School.
Scheduled to attend are:
· Dr. John Mulford, Superintendent
· Dr. Julie Williams, Deputy Superintendent
· Lisa R. Taylor, Program Manager at Smith Communications
· Possible representatives from AT&T and Verizon Wireless, current tower lessees
· Extended Invitation to Fayetteville Public School Board Members
Residents can also sign the petition to remove existing school-based cell towers and prevent future installations on educational grounds.
We encourage all families, staff and community members who share concerns about long-term RF exposure to join together and use your voice in protecting the health and safety of our children.

Historical Context
Public health missteps often begin with “it seems safe enough.”
We’ve seen this pattern before:
· Doctors once recommended smoking.
· Cities used lead in both paint and gasoline.
· Farmers sprayed DDT on children in playgrounds.
· Products contained mercury and arsenic long before their toxicity was known.
We now understand the price of those assumptions.
Electromagnetic radiation may be this generation’s version of those mistakes—one we still have time to correct.
Once we know better, we should do better. Even the smallest risk is too great when it comes to our children’s health and future. 
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