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It has come to my attention that employees, agents, contractors or associates of 
Resolution Copper Mining, LLC and/or Resolution Copper Company ("RCM"), have sought to 
influence decision-making by the Tribe's elected officials and employees through job fairs or 
contributions in the form of checks, cash, or other goods, services, or items of value. Please be 
advised that no employee, nor elected official, nor subsidiary enterprise of the Tribe may host or 
rent space for any RCM event, nor accept any contribution from RCM, its employees, agents, 
contractors or associates in any form whatsoever. 

Pursuant to Resolution No. AP-15-086 (see Exhibit I) of the San Carlos Council 
("Council"), the Tribe's governing body, the Tribe opposes Section 3003 of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015, entitled, "the Southeastern Arizona Land 
Exchange and Conservation Act" Section 3003 authorizes the transfer of some 2,400 acres of 
the Tonto National Forest to RCM for the purpose of conducting a massive, unprecedented block 
cave copper mining project which will destroy Chf'chil Bildagoteel (Oak Flat), a traditional 
Apache sacred site located off the Tribe's Reservation near the Town of Superior but part of the 
Tribe's aboriginal homelands. 

Subsequently, the Council became concerned that RCM was attempting ''to provide 
financial contributions and gifts of products and items of value to programs, departments, 
agencies, enterprises and other enterprises of the Tribe," and pursuant to Council Resolution No. 
JN-15-120 (see Exhibit 2), the Council prohibited all "employees, programs, departments, 
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agencies, committees and enterprises of the Tribe ... from accepting any form of contribution, 
whether in the form of funds or items of value," from RCM, Rio Tinto, BHP Billiton, "or any 
other business, association, or individual who supports the Southeastern Arizona Land Exchange 
and Conservation Act, or the mine proposed by Resolution Copper Mine, L.L.C." In its finding, 
the Council described such contributions as "nothing more than attempts to influence political 
and public opinion on the San Carlos Apache Reservation and are in contravention to Resolution 
No. AP-15-086." 

RCM contributions appear to have come in a number of forms. First, there are job fairs. 
RCM recently posted one on FaceBook, regarding a job fair at the Gilson Wash Activity Center 
("GW AC"), located on the Tribe's Reservation. Another was held at Apache Gold Convention 
Center. 

Second, there have been outright attempts to provide funds to members of Council I was 
personally offered cash, goods and services by a RCM employee or agent to support my 
campaign, while Council Member Ned Anderson, Jr. was recently provided a check (see Exhibit 
3) in the amount of$750.00 from the Boilermakers 627 PAC, a political action committee set up 
by the Boilermakers Local No. 627, a labor union whose members work for RCM. Council 
Member Anderson rightly rejected the check and provided it to Council as an example of how 
RCM attempted to influence him. 

The word "contribution" is defined in the Cambridge English Dictionary as "something 
that you contribute or do to help produce or achieve something together with other people, or to 
help make something successful." Resolution No. JN-15-120 prohibits "any form of 
contribution, whether in the form of money or items of value." (Emphasis supplied). By 
extension, if a contribution by RCM may be offered and intended as a bribe to persuade an 
employee of the Tribe or its subsidiaries to act in RcM•s favor, illegally or dishonestly, or 
othezwise accepted for such purpose, that would be against the Tribe's Criminal Code and 
federal law. 

Accordingly, pursuant to the Tribe's law under Council Resolution No. JN..:15-120, no 
employee of the Tribe can accept a contribution from RCM- its employees. agents, contractors, 
or associates- in any form. Similarly, no department or subsidiary enterprise of the Tribe may 
host any RCM event or accept funds for any purpose from RCM. Any acceptance of such 
contributions will result in employee discipline. Separately, some contributions if intended as a 
bribe by RCM, would be a violation of the Tribe's criminal code and federal law, and vvill be 
investigated and prosecuted. 
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SA1~ CARLOS APACHE TRIBE 
SA.i'l CARLOS APACHE ll'il)IAN RESERVATION 

SAN CARLOS, ARIZONA 

(OPPOSITION TO SECTION 3003 OF THE NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION 
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015 ACT; REPEAL OF SECTION 3003; OFFICE OF THE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL TO TAKE APPROVED LEG.t\L ACTIO:l'<I} 

No. AP-15-086 

WHEREAS, the San Carlos Apache Tribe CTribe°') is a federally recognjzed Indian Tribe 
organized pursuant to the provisions of Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization 
Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 9&4): and 

WHEREAS, the San Carlos Council has ihe authority, among other things, to ·•represent the 
T1ibe and act in a!l matters that concern the welfare of the Tribe. and to make 
decisions not inconsistent with or contrary to fthe Tribe's] Constitution and 
Bylaws;' pursuant to Article V, Section l(a) of t.ilie A...mended Constitution and By­
Lav-.:s of the San Carlos Apache Tribe: and 

WHEREAS, the United States Depa..rtment of Agriculture Forest Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, National Park Service, and other federal lands nationwide are 
carved out of the ancestral homelands of lndian Tribes, and many of these lands 
encompass areas where Native people worship and conduct ceremonies, gat.½cr 
medicinal and traditional plants. such as acorn an.d red berries, and continue other 
centrnies old cultural traditions~ and 

\VHEREAS1 the United States has kgai and moral obligations to protect Native sacred areas 
located on federal lands= ensuring Native people access to these lands to practice 
religions and continue cultural traditions: an.d 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. FB-13-035~ the Tribe did take a position opposing the 
Southeast Arizona Land Exchange and Conservation Act of2013; and 

\VHEREAS, the Tribe djd submit testimony on November 1. 2007 (U.S. Honse Natural 
Resources Co..1TI..rnittee - H.R. 3301) and June 17. 2009 (Senate Subcommittee on 
Public Lands a.rid Forests - S. 409) by then-Chairman Wendsler Nosie. Sr., and on 
June 14. 2011 (U.S. House Natural Resources Committee - H.R. 1904), February 
22, 2012 (Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources - H.R. 1904). 
rvtarch 21, 2013 (House Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources - H .R. 
687), and November 19. 2013 (Senate Subcommittee on Public La,ids. Forests 
and Mining- S. 339) by current Chairman Ten")' Rambler. opposing the Soi1theast 
Arizona Land Exchange and Conservation Act 



'\VHEREAS, the Southeast Adzona Land Exchange and Conservation Act was signed into law 
under Section 3003 of the Carl Levin and Howard P. '"Buck" McKeon National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscai Year 2015 Act C'the Act"), which now 
t··-·1t1ircs th·· Ten+•) N~•:on~i Fo .. ,'St ;- ,:1,,,.;~~n~ ~o ~,.,,.~1•an~p ·'PP"O-''l"'\" .. ,..;l.\' "I ,l'V) •'-¼_ ,,. \.:- t . 1\. l Gt.P ... a, .1~ !H .c\ . ..l..J.L\...i la l ~ \.·a\..11'- 11z:,,._. !:!._ l ,,,1,.l l-at.v .- k~-r.;,_._. 

acres of Forest Service land located in Pinal County, Arizona ("the Federal 
Land'') with Resolution Copper Mining, L.L.C. ("Resolution Copper"), a private 
mining company O"\-med by the foreign mining giants Rio Tinto PLC (United 
Kingdom) and BHP Billiton Ltd (Australia), to conduct a m~sive and 
unprecedented block cave copper mining project; and 

WHEREAS, the Federal Land to be conveyed under the Act lie ,1,,ithin the Tonto National 
Forest and are knm.vn as Chi'Chil'Bilda'Goteel since time immemorial and now as 
··oak Flaf', which are the ancestral homelands of the Apache, Yavapai, and other 
tribes in the region: and 

WHEREAS, if authorized, t.Jie proposed mining project would destroy the physical, religious 
and culturaj integrity of Oak Flat, most likely wipe out Emory Oak trees that 
produce acorn, and extinguish all significant cultural and religious ties the Tribe 
has •with this sacred and .holy site. which would thereby prevent the ability of 
tribal members to continue practicing their religion, ceremonies and traditional 
practices: and 

WHEREAS, if authorized, the proposed mining project would cause tile gravesi environmental 
impact in the region by destroying, depleting and contaminating precious. water 
resources in the region0 because dewateru--ig will tu-ido the hydrology of the seeps. 
springs and rivers that depend upon the underlying aquifer and also produce water 
laden with roxins that ,viH in turn penetrate: and mix into aquifers, thereby 
rendering well water mdrink:able and causing the region to look for other water 
supplies in other aquiters, which may inciude those under the lands of the 
Reservation.; and 

\VHEREAS. the proposed mine '\vili also obliterate and degrade the land and environment by 
causing subsidence thai will not only create a tv"'o-mile \Vide cone of depression. 
but vvill take -with it escarpments that have stood for millenia; and 

\VHEREAS~ Oak Flat has _ played an essential role in Apache, Yavapa1 and other tribes' 
religion:- traditions. and culture for centuries and is a holy site and a traditional 
cultural property ~'ith deep tribal religious. cultural, archaeological, historical and 
environmental significance: and 

\VHERE-AS, Apache. Yavapai and Native American people lived, prayed, and died in the Oak 
Flat area for centuries before this mining project was conceived: and 

WHEREAS, at le.ast eight Apache Clans and two Western Apache Bands have documented 
history in the area, and Apache dun::; miginatcd from mis area before beirnr forced 
to reservations as Prisoners of War by the United States: and -



WHEREAS, the Oak Flat area is a place filled ,¥ith power - a place where Native people go 
today for prayer, to conduct ceremonies such as Holy Ground and the Apache 
Puberty Rite Ceremony that some refer to as the Sunrise Dance, which celebrates a 
,:•-,-s ~ ~"'( -o .. S ,.,~') : r - l ". . .ri . • 1 ·- ... J -Jvun~ n · man ., '-·V!Il!llg OI age~ to gat11er n1ecnc1nes anu ccrcmo1ua rte1ns. anu to 
seek and obtain peace and persona! cleansing; and 

WHEREAS~ tribal members' a11cestors passed their knowledge to their descendants who are 
alive today; and Apache elders teach their youth from the earliest of ages the 
meaning and significance of their sacred places, including Oak Flat; and 

WHEREAS~ Section 3003 of the Act sets dangerous precedent for federal Inman poiicy, by 
mandating a land transrer to bypass federal laws meant to protect Native religion 
a.nd culture. but the Act does mandate the Secretary of Agriculture to unde1iake 
meaningful government-to-government consultation v.iith in1pacted Indian tribes 
a11d mini1nizc ad\terse effects; and 

WHEREAS, Section 3003 of the Act revoked a decades old ban against mining wit..1-iin the Oak 
Flat area approved by Presidents Eisenhower and Nixon; and 

WHEREAS, Sa"'i:ion 3003 of the Act circumvents federal laws which mm1date protection of 
Naiive religion and culture and require tribal consultation such as the Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, the National Historic 
Preservation 1\ct7 the f\rchaeologica! Protection Rcsotrrces Act and t11e Native 
J\.merican Indian Religious Freedom Act; and 

·wHEREAS, Section 3003 of the Act circumvents federal laws which mandate protection of 
air, ""-ater and the environment such as the Clean Air Act, the Clea..11 Water Act 
and the National Environmental Policy Act, and it further avoids an examination 
of the cosK subsidence and safety issues associated \\iu½. block ca,'c mining; and 

WHEREAS, Indian Tribes and tribai organizations natiom.vide were united in their opposition 
to Section 3003 of the Act; and 

\VHEREAS, it is the dctcrmmation of the Tribal Council that Section 3003 of the Act should 
b 1 l l e repeat.ea: mm 

WHEREAS, it is the determination of the Tribal Council that the Office of the Attorney 
General should take any and all action which may be advisable and legaily 
feasible to block the exchange of the Federal Land vdth Resolution Copper. 
including association \\-ith outside counsel as ncccssai.-y. 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the San Carlos Apache Tribe that the Tribe reaffirms its 
commitment to the protection of Native sacred and cultural sites located on federal 
iands. 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tribe opposes the passage of Section 3003 of the Act 
by the United States Congress and expresses its strong disappointment and 
dissatisfaction at the misieading methods and tactics employed by certain 
members of the House of Representatives and the Senate in achieving the passage 
of Section 3003 of the Act for the pu.rpose of satisf)ing Ihe economic seif-­
interests of a foreign mining conglomerate at the expense of the general public. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tribe shall seek the repeal of Section 3003 of the Act 
by all lawful means available. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the T1ibe's Office of Attorney General shall. in 
consultation with and the approval of the Tribal Council undertake all necessary 
and lawful means to bar and block the exchange of the Federal Land with 
Resoiution Copper. 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED by the Council of the San Carlos Apache Tribe that the 
Chaiiman, or in his absence, the Vice Chairrnan, or designee, is hereby authorized 
to execute any and ail documents necessary to effectuate the intent of this 
Resolution. 

CERT IF I CATION 

I, the undersigned, Secretary of the San Carlos Cmm.cil. hereby certit)-- that the Council is 
composed of eleven (11) members, of whom eight (8)~ constituting a quorum, were at a Special 
Meeting hereto held on the 23rd day of April, and that the foregoing Resolution No. AP-15-086 
was duly adopted by a vote of FO~: 7: OPPOSED: O; ABSTAINED: 1; of the Tribal 
Council pursuant to Article V, Section 1 (a) of the Amended Constitution and Bvlaws of the San 
Carlos Apache Tribe, eftectfre. f ebruary 24, 1954. · 

~. \ -----...... ,, 
, I ~ I ' I '- • / i 

'YU,ttfrcvv\Jt hiJf- (;1--
SantJn) Dillo~ Tribal Councd-·Secretary 
SA.N CARLOS APACHE TRIBE 
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No. Ji~-15-120 

SAN CARLOS APACHE TRIBE 
SAN CARLOS APACHE 1N1>IAN RESERVATION 

SAN CARLOS, ARIZONA 

(Prohibition Against Contributions in Any Form from Resolution Copper Mine, Rio 
Tinto, BHP Billiton, or other individuals, businesses or associations supporting the 
Southeastern Arizona Land Exchange and Consenration Act or the mine proposed 

by Resolution Copper l\'line) 

WHEREAS, the San Carlos Apache Tribe ('Tribe") is a federally recognized lndian Tribe 
organized pursuant to the pro-.,isions of Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization. 
Act of June 18. 1934 (48 Stat. 984); and 

'WHEREAS, the San Cado..s Council has the authority, axnong other things, to ··re.present the 
Tribe and act in all matters that concern the welfare of the Tribe. and to make 
decisions not inconsistent \vith or contrary to [the Tribe's] Constitution and 
Byla.:vs;· pursuant to Article V, Section l{a) of the Amended Constitution and By­
La,vs of the San Carlos Apache Tribe; and 

WHEREASi ChiThirBilda'Gotee1~ know11 as Oak Flat, is a site sacred to members of the San 
Carlos Apache Tribe~ and 

WHEREAS, the Council did pass Resolution No. AP-15-086, "Opposition to Section 3003 of the 
National De.tense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 205; Repeal of Section 3003: 
Office of the Attorney General to Take Approved Legal Action"~ and 

\\IJIEREAS. Section 3003 of the National Defense Authorization Act is entitled the Southeastern 
A,,'i.zona Land Exchange and Conservation Act C-'SEALECA"). which transfers 
certain lands, including Chi"ChirBii.da'GoteeL to the O'\vnershJp of Reso.lurion 
Copper Mining, LL.C.. a private mining company owned by the foreign mining 
giants Rio Tinto. PLC (United Kingdom) mid BHP Billiton Ltd (Australia). for the 
purpose of conducting a massive, unprecedented block cave copper mining project 
that wiH destroy Chi'ChifBilda"Goteel; and 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of the Council that Resolution Copper Mine, L.L.C., the 
benefici;;1_ry of the SEALECA has attempted to provide financial contributions and 
gifts of products and items of value to programs. departments. agencies. enterprises. 
committees arid other enterprises of the Tribe; and 

\VHEREAS, the Council finds that such contributions by Resolution Copper Mine, L.L.C., are 
nothing more than attempts to influence political and public opinion on the San 
Carlos Apache Reservation, and are in contravention to Resoiution No. AP-15-086: 
and 



BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the San Carlos Apache Tribe that: 

l. AH empioyees~ programs. departments. agencies. committees and enterprises 
of the Tribe are hereby prohibited from accepting any fom1 of contribution. 
whether in the form of funds or items of value, from Resolution Copper Mine, 
L.L.C., Rio Tinto~ Bl-IP Billiton, or any other business, association. or 
individual who supports the Southeastern Arizona Land Exchange and 
Conservation Act, or the mine proposed by Resolution Copper Mine, L.L.C. 

2. A Yiolation of this Resolution may resuit in employee discipline under the 
Tribe's Personnei Policies and Procedures lV1anual. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council of the San Carlos Apache Tribe that the 
Chairman. or in his absence. the Vice Chairman, or designee, is hereby authorized 
to execute any and all documents necessary to effecmate the intent of this 
Resolution. 

CERTIFICATION 

I. the undersigned, Secretary of the San Carlos Council, hereby certify that the Council 1s 
composed of eleven (11) members, of \.Vhom six (6), constituting a quorum, were at a Special 
Meeting hereto held on t]:ie 15th day of .June, and that the foregoing Resolution No. ,JN~15-120 
was duly adopted by a vote of FOR: 6: OPPOSED: 0: ABSTAINED: O: of the Tribal 
Council pursuant to Article V, Section l (a) of the Amended Constitution and Bylaws of the San 
Carlos Apache T1ibe. eftective. February 24, 1954. 
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