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Mildred E. Kittleson
June 17, 1925  -  July 14, 2021
Mildred Elaine (Larson) Kittleson passed away on July 14, 2021 at the age of 96. Millie was born in Armstrong Iowa on June 17, 1925, to her Swedish immigrant parents, John and Gerda Larson, and was raised there on a farm along with her 5 siblings. With her musical mothers inspiration and encouragement, she found early success with her singing talent; a gift that afforded her and those who knew her a great deal of enjoyment for her entire life. 
Additionally, it led to her acquaintance with Truman Kittleson, who she married on March 17, 1946. Performances by the family band, Millie and the Saddle Pals, brought her local and regional celebrity in the 1950s; their live country western music performances filling Fairmonts KSUM airwaves every Saturday morning. Millie also brought her beauty and talent to the early years of KSTP TV. Among the highlights of her career was performance on the Grand Old Opry in Nashville. In later years, she sang with the Jack Schultz Orchestra and frequently appeared with Glenn Henriksen in a variety of musical venues. In 2009, Millie was inducted into the Mid-America Music Hall of Fame.
Millie and Truman lived in rural Sherburn Minnesota, where their 68-year marriage was filled with raising their two daughters; establishing Goldmount Stables and a remarkable herd of Golden American Saddlebred horses; and building a home that they were deservedly proud of.
Millie is loved and will be forever missed by her family and friends. She is survived by Dr. Shirley Kittleson and friend, Greg Johnson of Sherburn, Dr. Kathleen Sulik and friend, David Ward of Boone, NC, grandchildren, Chase Crawford and wife Betsy of Sherburn, Kelly Sulik and friend Scott Houser of Tryon NC, Clay Sulik and wife Iris of Boone NC, and great grandchildren Jack, Finch, Rip, Violet and Lila. Millies surviving siblings are Laverne Larson of Armstrong, IA and Ellen Klusendorf of Peoria Illinois, brothers and sisters in-law, Ted and Opal Kittleson, Norman and Pennie Kittleson, Esther OSell and Evangeline Barber.
Siblings Leonard Larson, Evona Nelson, and Harry Larson preceded her in death as did her parents, John and Gerda Larson, husband Truman Kittleson, and great grandson Finley Crawford.
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