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STATE OF ARKANSAS

February 17, 2026

President Jay Silveria
University of Arkansas System
2404 North University Avenue
Little Rock, AR 72207

Chancellor Charles Robinson
University of Arkansas Fayetteville
1 University of Arkansas
Fayetteville, AR 72701

Dear President Silveria and Chancellor Robinson:

We, the undersigned members of the Arkansas House of Representatives,
write regarding the recent resolution adopted by the University of
Arkansas Board of Trustees on January 28, 2026, which would
effectively commit the University to providing more than $11 million in
ne annual funding to the University’s intercollegiate athletics programs
and pursue expanded, long-term commitments for athletics funding.

We respect the history and community value of Razorbacks athletics.
However, we cannot support this substantial change in institutional
funding priorities, particularly where such substantial changes appear to
have been made on short notice, without adequate explanation, and will
necessarily be borne by the students at the University, their families, and
ultimately the Arkansas taxpayer.

Affordability and access to higher education remain critical public
priorities. According to the most recent data, Arkansas’s overall poverty
rate is approximately 15.5 percent. Nearly half a million Arkansans live
below the federal poverty line. Roughly one in five Arkansas children
lives in poverty, a rate significantly higher than the national average.
Given this context, the University’s financial decisions must not impose
additional burdens on those who may already be struggling to meet basic
needs, much less pursue higher education.
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The cost of attending the University of Arkansas, the flagship campus of
the University of Arkansas System, reflects a substantial investment for
Arkansas families, Standard in-statc undergraduate tuition, fees, and
expenses for the 2025-26 academic vear are approximately $31,826.
While the University offers financial aid and scholarship resources, these
base costs still represent a meaningful burden for many students and
families.

We believe the Board’s resolution, as currently written, raises serious
concerns about fiscal prioritization, fiscal responsibility, and institutional
focus. The commitment of additional operating resources toward
athletics, without first ensuring that the University has fully evaluated
operational efficiencies, administrative cost structures, and alternative
strategies to either reduce costs or increase revenues, risks diverting
attention and resources from academic and student support priorities.

Expanding subsidies or creating new financial commitments without
thorough, independent analysis will ultimately shift costs onto those least
able to afford them through increased student fees, reallocations within
the institution’s budget, or future demands on state appropriations.

Rather than moving forward under the current resolution, we respectfully
request that the Board of Trustees repeal the January 28 resolution and
adopt a new directive ordering a comprehensive, independent cost study
of the University of Arkansas athletics department. Our belief is that
operational efficiencies should be explored to identify opportunities for
cost containment and assess potential revenue enhancements. It must
also respect the University’s academic mission and fiscal
responsibilities.

In addition to this cost analysis, we encourage the Board to thoroughly
assess all current institutional resources that could improve both athletic
and academic outcomes without placing additional financial strain on
students, families, or taxpayers. This review should include budget
priorities, administrative cost structures, and opportunities for shared
services. It should also identify strategic partnerships or philanthropic
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options that could strengthen financial sustainability without excessive
reliance on institutional subsidies.

Finally, we request that the results of the cost study and the Board’s
conclusions be reported to the Arkansas General Assembly, specifically
the Joint Education Committee, and the Subcommittee on Higher
Education, and made publicly available in a timely manner. Clear
reporting will ensure accountability, allow constructive legislative
engagement where appropriate, and uphold public trust at a time when
affordability and access to education are central to our state’s future.

In the absence of meaningful atfention to this issue, we are prepared to
revisit the full scope of legislative tools available to ensure
accountability during the upcoming Fiscal Session. This is not our
preferred path, but it is one we are constitutionally obligated to keep
available. Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.

We look forward to working collaboratively with the University of
Arkansas System leadership and Board of Trustees to ensure that
University policies reflect both fiscal responsibility and a lasting
commitment to affordability, student success, and the broader public
mission we share,

Sincerely,
Brit McKenzie Ryan A. Rose Zachary Gramlich
State Representative  State Representative  State Representative
District 7 District 48 District 50
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Wade Andrews Karilyn B. Brown Nick Burkes

State Representative
District 98

State Representative
District 67

State Representative
District 14
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R. Scott Richardson
State Representative
District 13
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Steve Unger
State Representative
District 19
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David Whitaker
State Representative

District 22
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Alyssa R. Brown
State Representative

District 41
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Rebecca Burkes
State Representative
District 11

Matthew K. Brown
State Representative

District 55

John P. Carr
State Representative
District 15
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Rick Beck
State Representative

District 43
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Aaron Michel
Pilkington

State Representative
District 45
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Mary Bentley

State Representative
District 54
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Randy Torres
State Representative
District 17
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Chad Puryear

State Representative
District 25

Wayne Long
State Representative
District 39
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David Ray
State Representative

District 69

Yo A eorombrs™

Jason Nazarenko
State Representative
District 4
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Tony Furman

State Representative
District 82

Jay Richardson
State Representative

District 49

Justin Gonzales
State Representative
District 89
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Hope Duile
Hope Duke

State Representative
District 12
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cc: Kelly Eichler, Chairwoman; Steve Cox, Vice Chair; Ed Fryar,
Secretary; Kevin Crass; Ted Dickey; Scott Ford; Jeremy Wilson; Randy
Lawson; Nathaniel Todd; Judd Deere




