
Dakota Pathways: Finding a National Voice  
Class Activity – Flag Design  
 
Introduction:  

Change can be good, especially when you are part of it. South 
Dakotans had the opportunity to be part of the selection process for 
the South Dakota State Quarter that was released in 2006.  

 

 

It would have been an amazing experience to be part of the original 
design process for the South Dakota State Flag and the United States 
Flag. Now, your students can be. The following activity will encourage 
students to learn more about the South Dakota State Flag and the 
United States Flag. 

 
The students will make four flags. They will recreate the original state 
and national flags and include 2-4 interesting facts about each flag. 
The students will then design a new state flag and national flag. The 
new design should include 2-4 facts. 
 

https://www.usmint.gov/learn/coin-and-medal-programs/50-state-quarters


Materials: 
• Internet/Library access 
• Posterboard 
• Pencil/eraser 
• Markers/Colored Pencils/Crayons  

 
• Have the students draw the original South Dakota State Flag and 

United States Flag. The drawings should include 2-4 facts about 
each flag. 

 
• Research and design a new state flag and national flag. Include 

2-4 interesting facts about the new designs.  
 

• Students should present their new designs to the rest of the 
class. 
 

• Related Video: How to Design a 51-Star Flag 
 

 
 

Facts about the American flag (Image: USA.gov) 

Contact stevenrokusek@state.sd.us for  
more information about SDPB’s educational resources 

 

https://sdpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/0dbf1f81-e694-4067-8815-45c80f857afb/inside-science-how-to-design-a-51-star-flag/
https://www.usa.gov/flag
https://www.usa.gov/flag
mailto:stevenrokusek@state.sd.us
https://www.usa.gov/flag

