
To the members of the Vermont Senate:

Statement of Opposition to the Confirmation of Jennifer Barrett as Superior Court Judge

It has come to our attention that the Senate judiciary committee has recently approved the
appointment of Jennifer Barrett as a candidate for Superior Court Judge.

This decision gives the Rutland Area branch of the NAACP pause, as we are so deeply aware
of the possibility for bias especially toward people of color. Ms. Barrett has been openly
supportive of the actions of her husband, Lewis Hatch, who has “had a history of conducting
drug searches with no legal justification. Often, his targets were black men.”
(https://www.sevendaysvt.com/vermont/documents-suggest-former-trooper-had-a-history-of-illeg
al-searches/Content?oid=3335329)

We understand the concerns with conflating the actions and records of a spouse with a judge’s
ability to perform their duties; however, as people who advocate for people of color and
specifically for Black people, we are concerned at the committee’s lack of consultation with the
American Black community specifically about their perspectives regarding this confirmation.
Especially given the specific records of Ms. Barrett’s husband, her defense of his actions, her
own record of aggressive incarceration, and the historical and present relationship of egregious
bias within the criminal justice system toward Black people as a whole — including the fact
Black people in Vermont are 6 times more likely to be incarcerated than white people — we feel
this aspect should have been given more consideration.

The potential for bias and conflict of interest in cases involving a judge whose spouse has been
censured for discriminatory behavior is significant, particularly when the judge has defended
those actions. It may lead to concerns about whether the judge is able to be impartial and fair
when hearing cases involving racial discrimination. We are committed to ensuring bias and
discrimination do not exist anywhere in our state; we believe this confirmation compromises that
undertaking.

The input of Senator Nader Hashim and States Attorney Farzana Leyva are important, it
appears that neither have had direct experience in the ways the Black Americans have been
harmed within the criminal justice system in particular. Had the nominating committee done
further investigation, particularly with those with direct impact, about the possibility of Ms. Barrett
becoming a superior court judge, they might have interviewed Mr. Greg Zullo. Mr. Zullo is a
Black man residing in Rutland, Vermont who has had direct interaction with Mr. Lewis Hatch,
and won a lawsuit implicating him for unreasonable stop and seizure. Mr. Zullo is part of our
membership and he has stated the following:
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“The last thing any citizen needs is a judge, someone who will dictate futures, having such a
close relationship to a disgraced public servant who knowingly broke the law for his own
personal biases.

You'd be surprised at the number of close relationships and conflicts of interests that permeate
our justice system. How can you trust someone to uphold the law when they're married to
someone who has repeatedly been in a position to do so and squandered it multiple times due
to nothing but personal bias?

I don't believe Barrett should be considered due to her own conflicts of interest in that regard.”

Had the nomination committee properly vetted this candidate by contacting American Black
people specifically, they may have had a different outcome in decision.

We oppose the confirmation by the senate at this time until it has, at minimum, interviewed
others like Mr. Zullo. We are confident that based on the commitment that this brave little state
has so prominently pronounced — to be a welcoming and inclusive state — and move from a
performance of this statement into action to do that it is important to include and center
impacted voices.

Respectfully,

Mia Schultz
President, Rutland Area NAACP


