
I’m a page for the Vermont legislature. The page program is available to all eighth grade
Vermonters. We do various tasks to keep the legislative branch running. Whether it be sorting
mail, handing out mail, putting items in the mail, or the many other tasks appointed to us, many
of which are in relation to mail. My favorite part of the program is being in the House of
Representatives. The ornate room is glorious. My favorite aspects of the room are the beautiful,
intricately built ceiling and the portrait of none other than the first U.S. president, George
Washington.

My role in the House is small, but important. My fellow pages and I are in charge of the papers.
When we arrive at the State House at about 7:30 in the morning, we grab three boxes of
paperwork (packets, that include both the house and senate calendar, both journals, and any
bills that will be talked about). Then we bestow two of the boxes to the copy room and the
Secretary of the Senate. The final box gets taken up to the house and the seven of us watch like
vultures as it’s opened by one of us, as the first person to get their hands on them gets to pass
them out to each Representative who has asked for a packet. This may seem like a small task,
but its significance lies in the fact that it’s the only thing we do for the first two hours of our
mornings and it’s much better than homework. Once we finally free the papers from the box, we
allot the contents to the representatives who have asked for them.

Our other prominent task is being modern day messenger pigeons. When we either spot a
representative waving around a paper or hear the tap-tap-tapping of pens against their wooden
desks, we spring into action and deliver their letters to their intended recipients. It may sound
like a boring or humdrum job, but we pages love it and highly suggest all eligible Vermonters
give it a chance and apply!

Madelyn Morris is an eighth grader at Williston Central School.


