
Statement of Opposition to the Confirmation of Jennifer Barrett as Superior Court Judge

We, the undersigned, oppose the confirmation of Jennifer Barrett as Superior Court Judge for 
the following reasons:

1. Her husband, Lewis Hatch, was not only fired from the State Police for racism but he
was the sole officer involved in the landmark Vermont Supreme Court Civil Rights case,
Zullo v. Vermont, where he and the state were held liable for racial profiling.  She then
publicly  defended her husband, post ruling,  giving cause for Black Vermonters to be
suspicious and mistrustful of her administration due to her refusal to separate herself
from  the  racist  behavior  of  her  husband  and  assure  us  that  she  could  proceed
impartially;

2. The appointment process is systemically racist and blatantly ignores the impacted 
communities of African Americans;

3. It represents the appointment of a prosecutor, who has demonstrated an unwillingness 
to relate to the needs of the Black folks of this state, to one of the highest judicial offices 
in one of the whitest states in the nation.

4. Her prosecutorial record reflects an overzealousness evidenced by the sheer volume of 
her prosecutions, indicating more a quantitative goal to achieve a higher office versus a 
qualitative need to incarcerate.

When Orange County, Florida Sheriff John Mina’s 27-year-old son, Chase Mina, was arrested
on a DUI charge, Sheriff Mina said, “This is a personal matter involving my adult son, and I
expect this case to be handled like any other case through the justice system.” 1 

When Marion County,  Indiana  Sheriff  John Layton’s  son,  Indianapolis  police  officer  Nikolas
Layton, was arrested for drug dealing, Sheriff Layton said, "This is obviously a heart-breaking
moment as a parent, especially as a parent who is also the Sheriff, and even more as the father
of a police officer." He further said, "I have never tolerated this kind of alleged behavior in law
enforcement. I have full faith in the criminal justice system, and I feel certain that justice will be
done." 2 

In both of these cases, the parents, who were themselves law-enforcement officials, realized
that they were, to some extent, judged by the company they kept. And when that company was
their non-law abiding children, it was necessary for them to love their children without condoning
their behavior; but as public officials, to also assure the people who appointed them of both their
trust in the very system that would judge their children, and their ability as law enforcement
officials to lead impartially on their behalf. 

This was not the exemplary behavior of Orleans County State’s Attorney Jennifer Barrett, who
condoned and  publicly defended the repeated offenses of her husband, state trooper Lewis
Hatch, in conducting unauthorized traffic stops and drug searches often against Black men.  

If Ms. Barrett were concerned about her public persona among Black Vermonters in light of her
connections with her controversial husband, then she would have made every effort to reach out
to  Black  residents  to  address  and  quell  whatever  suspicions  they  had  about  her  ability  to
administer impartially. She made no such effort, but instead, and to the contrary, made public
statements that served to condone his racist behavior. 3  

Add to this the demographics of Orleans County – one of the Whitest counties in one of the
nation’s Whitest states – with the findings of the Vermont ACLU that extreme racial disparities in
Vermont reveal  that  “prosecutions and sentencing decisions  are real,  and…are,  in  fact,  the
result  of  systemic  racism  in  state  prosecutors’  offices  and  courthouses,”  4  then  Black



Vermonters have reason to fear that the aggressive prosecutorial style of Ms. Barrett, who’s had
no meaningful interaction with Black Orleans County residents would characterize her equally
aggressive racial insensitivity as a Superior Court judge.

If Jennifer Barrett is, therefore, confirmed as a Superior Court judge without consideration of her
glaring faults,  then the message will  be conveyed to all  Black Vermonters from the highest
branches of our state government that Black lives don’t matter.

On May 20, 2021, the Vermont Senate declared racism a public health emergency vowing its
commitment “to the sustained and deep work of eradicating systemic racism throughout the
State,  actively  fighting  racist  practices,  and  participating  in  the  creation  of  more  just  and
equitable systems.” 5 

However, as a means of sustaining the structure of systemic racism it vowed to eradicate, the
Senate Judiciary Committee lapsed back into age-old habits by avoiding any perspective of
Black Vermonters from Orleans County or, for that matter, any place else in the state regarding
her performance as state’s attorney. Instead, it  created a façade of inclusivity by positioning
people of color who are not African Americans in roles where they conveyed the illusion of
speaking on our behalf by speaking as people of color. 

While we appreciate the perspectives of State Senator Nader Hashim and the present Orleans
State’s  Attorney Farzana Layva,  they  do not  represent  the population  most  concerned and
suspicious of Ms. Barrett’s leadership. 

But we, as Black Vermonters, are equally concerned and suspicious of you, our state senators,
who would create this cloak of deception. So, we therefore wish to inform you that your cloak
has been ripped wide open, and we see you.

Black Americans have suffered repeatedly the back-room deals White people have made with
friends,  loved  ones,  and  political  colleagues  that  cared  nothing  for  our  welfare,  and  Black
Vermonters. For whatever reason, the Senate Judiciary Committee chose not to consider the
influential, intimate ties Ms. Barrett naturally has with her racist husband. The Senate Judiciary
Committee has failed to take into account that this more than likely is the reason she has no
meaningful ties with Black constituents of Orleans County. 

We have not forgotten that the first general Abraham Lincoln sought to lead his armies against
Southern secession was Robert E. Lee, because his top priority at the time was not abolishing
slavery but preserving the Union. We have not forgotten the shady deal Rutherford B. Hayes
made  with  Southern  segregationists  to  remove  federal  troops  from  the  South  and  end
Reconstruction so he could win the presidency. We have not forgotten the callous racism that
uprooted  Indigenous  Americans,  gave  millions  of  free  acres  away  to  White  Western
homesteaders, yet denied free Black people their promised forty acres. We will not forget the
“gentleman's”  handshakes  and  agreements  that  barred  us  from  neighborhoods,  homes,
schools,  restaurants,  and  clubs,  and  that  presently  propose  the  double-standard  the  State
Senate and Governor’s Office are in danger of endorsing.

You see, we are convinced that if a Black candidate for this high judicial office, despite stellar
qualifications, had a spouse who behaved in a divisive manner that the candidate supported, as
Barrett supported her husband, then that candidate would have a snowball’s chance in hell at
being endorsed by the Governor or State Senate.

In his previous appointments to the Superior Court, Governor Scott mentioned that, “There are
few responsibilities more important than governors making judicial  appointments.” He further
said that, “The people who are entrusted with interpreting the law and upholding justice are



tasked with an enormous duty. People’s lives and livelihoods are often in their hands, and it is
critical that judges have integrity, honesty, compassion, and impartiality.” 6 

Many Black Vermonters are not convinced and have every reason to be suspicious that Jennifer
Barrett will administer justice in an impartial manner. And for her candidacy to proceed this far
makes us suspicious of you, this senate body, as well. Vermont remains a state where there are
no Black judges serving on either the Superior or Supreme courts; a state where, as a result,
the rulings of our courts continue to shackle a disproportionate number of Black people. 

Eradicating systemic racism in our state must include a concerted and proactive attempt to find
judges with proven sensitivity and experiences of impartiality toward all. In Jennifer Barrett, you
have instead brought before us a candidate that reflects your complicity in sustaining the status
quo.

Political leaders of this state pretend that Black lives matter, but this appointment and process
prove otherwise. We see you, and we will not forget. But neither should you.

Black folks of this state need you to prove your avowed commitment to the sustained and deep
work of eradicating systemic racism throughout the State, actively fighting racist practices you
have promoted, so that you can join us in the creation of more just and equitable systems.

Prove it!

Sincerely, 

Rev. Dr. Arnold Isidore Thomas                                                                                                      
Pastor, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Jericho, Vermont                                                          

Rt. Rev. Dr. Shannon MacVean-Brown                                                                                           
Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont, Burlington

Rev'd Canon Dr. Walter B.A. Brownridge                                                                                        
Canon to the Ordinary & Canon for Cultural Transformation                                                          
The Episcopal Diocese of Vermont, Burlington

Rev. Mark Hughes                                                                                                                        
Executive Director, The Vermont Racial Justice Alliance

Malcolm Greene,                                                                                                                             
Facilitator, The Black Affinity Space of the Social Equity Caucus
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