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What questions can | ask about
proposed data centers?

O What is the purpose of this data center?
O How big will it be and how much energy will it require?
O What type of energy will power this facility?

0O How much water will be used at its peak? (Water usage
can vary and peak in the summer.)

O Will this development lead to infrastructure upgrades to
our electrical grid or the public water system? And who
will be paying for them?

O How long will it take for the facility to be built? And how
long will it take to connect to power?

O How much tax revenue will our town, city, or county
receive?

O What will the impact be to the environment? Ask about
air, traffic, light, and other types of pollution.

O How will the developer support the community?

O How many short vs long-term jobs will be created? And
will local residents be eligible to apply?

OIs there a decommissioning plan and what is it?
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How have communities
sought acccountability?

Some communities have used a tool known as a
community benefits agreement, a binding contract
between companies and local organizations, to ensure
that they receive benefits promised by the developer.
This can be a list of stipulations that include funding for
community programs and requirements on water usage

and waste disposal. Edited by Elizabeth Baier,

Celeste Guajardo, Katie Myers,

Special thanks to SciLine's "Local implications of data center growth" briefing, Zachary Turner, Adam Wagner

which we used to source much of the information for this zine.
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Your Community's Guide

Illustrations & Text by Eli Chen




