
Board Minutes –  

 
The Friends of Yellowstone Public Radio Board of Trustees was called to order via WebEx at 5:04 pm on 
Tuesday, July 27, 2021. The following were present for the meeting.  
 
Board members –  
Barb Schafer, Jill Hirschi, Jo Ann Eder, Curt Starr, Scott Mitchell, Anita Pagliaro, Tami Haaland, Chuck 
Hingle, Mary McNally, Doxie Hatch, Barbara Sample. 
 
Ex-Officio members –  
Dr. Stephanie Hicswa 
Ken Siebert 
 
Staff members –  
Jenn Cleland, Jamie Granzella 
 
Ken Siebert was present at the YPR Conference Room. No members of the public were in attendance. 
 
 
Secretary’s Report –  
Upon motion duly made by Chuck Hingle and seconded by Curt Starr, the minutes from the previous 
meeting were approved without changes.  
 
University Update –  

• Chancellor Stephanie Hicswa commended Ken in his dealing with the many staffing 
changes that have been going on at YPR. 

• The new MSUB Provost, Dr. Sep Eskandari and the new Athletic Director, Michael 
Bazemore have both started on campus.  

• The University is concentrating on retention and seeing students complete their 
degrees.  

• There is a tuition freeze currently in effect. 

• Some Covid Relief funds are being used to help students with unpaid accounts. This 
gives those students the opportunity to return to school again this academic year. 

• The new science building, the Yellowstone Science and Health Building, will be open for 
classes.  

• Upcoming dates and events –  
o September 11th there will be a 20th anniversary ceremony at City College to 

remember those that died that day. 
o September 17 & 18 will be the MSUB Pow Wow. 

• MSUB is hoping to have things be mainly back to normal this year.  

• Students, staff and faculty will be encouraged to be vaccinated and vaccination clinics 
will be held on campus for anyone who needs their vaccine. 

 
Station Update –  

• Ken Siebert announced that two new reporters had recently started at YPR. They are 
Taylar Stagnar, the new reporter for indigenous affairs and Olivia Weitz the new 
Bozeman reporter. 



• The news director search is still taking place but Ken hopes to wrap it up soon. He was 
pleased with the pool of applicants the station received. 

• Ken announced that Jen Cleland, Director of Development and Major Gifts will be 
leaving the station. Ken thanked her for her time at the station and announced that 
there would be a small reception for her on Friday at 10:00 am. 

o Jen thanked the board and station for their support 
o A search committee will be formed to fill the position of Director of 

Development and Major Gifts. 

• The Fall 2021 pledge drive will begin on September 18th. Most likely there will not be a 
Development Director in place for the drive. 

o The Fall 2021 pledge drive goal will be different this year. Right now, it will 
probably be $125,000. The station will no longer count any mail into the drive 
and will just count phone and online pledges that come in. 

 
Finance Committee Update –  

• After review by the Finance Committee, the Station’s 2021-2022 operating budget was 
brought to the full board. 

o The budget shows some increases on the revenue side. These include modest 
increases in underwriting and fundraising.  

o There is some funding left over from CPB grants the last couple of years. 
o The budget includes $100,000 from the Board Directed Fund and $120,000 from 

the Station’s savings account. Those have been in the budget the last few years 
but have not been used and hope to do the same this year. 

o The Station is still receiving funds from Report for America grants to help pay for 
some reporters’ salaries. 

o The University portion of the budget will be $103,000 
o On the expense side, programming has seen a large increase. The station will 

use $75,000 from a CPB Stabilization Grant to help offset those increases. 
o Payroll is slightly higher than last year. 
o A second season of Shared State is planned and there is $7,000 allocated for 

that.  
o Ken has also added in funding for some freelance reporters if needed. 

• Upon motion duly made by Barbara Sample and seconded by Chuck Hingle, the budget 
was passed as it stands. 

 
Nominating Committee Update –  

• Ken reported that Chuck Hingle will be termed out and leaving the board after this 
meeting.  

• Barbara Sample will continue for one more year as the board’s immediate past chair. 

• Scott Mitchell and Susan Foster will both be returning for a second term. 

• Scott Mitchell and Anita Pagliaro volunteered to look at the Board for potential new 
officers. They will also discuss potential new members and how to recruit some for the 
board. 
 

New Business –  



• The Board meeting schedule should look about the same as last year with meetings 
happening quarterly. The scheduled dates are October 26, 2021, January 25, 2022, April 
26, 2022 and July 26, 2022. 

o Upon motion duly made by Scott Mitchell and seconded by Jill Hirschi, the 
schedule was approved. 

• Mary McNally commended the board on the political coverage this year and stated that 
she thought it was much better than it has been in the past. 

• Jo Ann Eder thanked the station for the coverage of the summer’s forest fires. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 pm. 
 
  


