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being a necessity o being a way
10 make a living. .. My family’s

Champlain
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“It was a way to make @
living, but they certainly didn't
gt rich,” said Brink. OF his seven
children, she said, four lived.
Into the 20th century

In 1890 Obomsawin became
caretaker at Thompson’s Point
His wife died a short time later,
and be left his children — Elvine,
Marion, Mane and William —
with their aunt in Odanak. Elvine
grew to adulthood, and sbout
1906 she joined her father at
Thompson's Point.

Marion 1nd Willar comis-
ued 1o sell baskets. Af
did in 1932 they tok b plllx

in the

ober 1959, ., 75 years
old and blind, was killed in the
fire. Marion, 65, was only slightly
injurcd, but the shock of the firc
and her brother's death was too
much for her.

“She never knew any of us
after that,” Brink said.

Elvine et Thompson's Point
and married Daniel Royee, son of
an Irish family from Chelsea. The
couple divorced when Brink was
young, but Elvine reared her chil-
dren more in their father’s tradi-
tions and language than her own,
and they all married non-Indians.

My mom
three or four phrases in Abena-
ki," Brink said. “1 always knew |
was Indian, but 1 never paid
‘much attention 10 it when | was
growing up. I've always been
proud of the fact that | was
Abendki, but | didi ealy know

Day, the leading expert on Abe-

naks. S

0 her granddaughter, “but back

then | didn't lsten," Brink said.

just wasn't really interested.

- Now there are s many times

© that I'd like to ask my gra

5" mother, Hoow s I e or
“How did you make this basket?"
but she’s gone now.” Elvine dicd

sinl

Heritage

1t wasn't until Brink's own
children were grown that she re-
discovered her heritage. Four
ears ago, while attending Ver-
mont College, Brink took a class
in contemporary Native Ameri-
can literature. Intrigued, she be-
gan to research her own family
| ; bimony.Sheofficialy oined the
i ki tribe and learned to
S Gatkad (1aoun s
important to her ancestors.
| Brink works closely with Day,
who is compiling an Abenaki
dictionary. Together they have
written an Abenaki language text-

lnmmdl’io,wm
ers and 150 “Rangers” sailed
Cumwml‘mﬁwahnllnnmv
quoi Bay, then marched nonh 10 the
n mision vileg of S, Franch —

. Lawrence
Rlvﬁ |nm l‘ bel'm ﬂl'l.w

points.

In 1957, Jeanne Brink's grandmoth-
er, Elvine Obomsawin Royce, told ane
such story of the raid to historian Gor-

from
|IVG’ in St Francis al the time of the

“And some Indians at once hurried home. !
people, their children, in order to run away as soon as possible.”

Rogers’ massacre: Death came with dawn

Acconding 10 the Obomsawin family

the St Francis Indians were

dancing 1o ceicbrate the autumn harvest
when they were wamed of the

raid.
Although were killed, many more  ber, because she was so young. because tered in the dark, entering quickly, and
escaped. H::’;:&ynnmmdlhe she was a child. ... e took her — he found her singing
story as told by Elvine Obomsawin: *“And some Indians at once hurried this one.

home.
'And they danced and sometimes
e i e
going out because it was a nice
night. They rested, some went [0 STOKE  as
and rest. And one, a young girl, a young

They went to see about their

in to the council house, the

.. They went
peaple, their children, in order 1o run
away as soon as possil

great.grandfather gathered everyone —it

dark of course — in the dark no one.
kindled a light. They gathered their chil-

window sill. She was singing. she was
calmly singing (io berself). She did noi
even know thal the others were gonc.

then, her father quickly en-

to see about their “Right away he took ber and left as

quickly as he possibly could fo the ra-
vine — the big ravine ... And there they
‘hid, the Indians, the Abenakis.

And my (aunt's) grandfather, the

ible. ... Our aunt’s

woman, she did not immediately go in
when

.. When che was ready 1o go iy

then
stand, he said,

(planning) that

someone_stopped_her.
“Don't be afraid.’ In Indian, yw under

“Friend."

1 am your friend, and those ene-
‘mics ... they are there in the little woods
when all (the Abenakis)

dren in the dark, you can be sure.

“And they el to hide somewhere
where they could not find them. _. They
hid — in & big ravine where they could
not find them. And that man, the old
man, they counted their children to see
if they were ail there. And one had been
ieft! My aunt’s grandmother was the one
who o ‘missing! And she did not know

Great Obomsawin, the Great Simon, he
crossed the river, just as the sun was
rising. Just as the sun is seen firsi. He
dida arrive soon enough, and just at
that time he is almost across the river
when the sun showed. And his hat —
something shone on his head, something
(bright) that he wore. And there he was
shot down on the other side. ... All that

leave for home they would kill them all,
their husbands, and burn your village,
and I came to warn you

“And surely the young woman went

The Obomsawin family: 1600-1989

was alone
:ﬁmdy she was awake,
sitting at the foot of the
looking out of the window leaning on the

in the house, but were with the houses — well, that was
when they burned the village — the
others, surely many were kifled of the
others, all that were with the houses.”

and she was
bed and she was

Before 1600 — Up 10 10,000 Avenak)

Indian vilage of Odonak,
Teques of B commander S o
‘Coomsawin,

fray Amherst.
with many of IS peopie, 5 ised.
1763 — The French and indien Wers

jcut River. The Abenakis fight back,
'hamassing the setters in an atiempt to
S0 s it 30 ook

o 200 i Powe, oy

1775 — The Revolutionary Wer begins.

along.

the tands
the Con.
the reson community of Thomspon's
Point.

1886 — Ewine Obomsawn is bom in
Odanas.

nontward 1o Canada. 1890 — Simon

w-ymmmnmmm e Josagh s s ;1 cartzer o Troseacn's ot Aner
who have @ strong irade relationship  aggreement 1o lease SOme of the M. n:mmnuwm
with the French, side with France in the WMIW James Hmensmlur is6d by their sunt in

wars. 91 years. TS Darie Rores Sur' tm n

, Ehine Obomes. 1959 — The caretakers cotiage at
win, who IS pregnant, and two smas  Thomspon's Point bult for Simon
chiren in & harse and buggy. The Cbomsowin in 1850, is destroyed by
couple runs. out of money, and Ehine e is kiled, and
SUp0OS them by making and sesng 1 seter, Marico e

slong the way. Envine gves l‘l Evine.
bith 1o @ ge, Netile Royce, in Flonda =
X S Tt o hoir lwilnwm:mumm

wo of hs - b sy ating 8 plague to
o o e :ﬁmmsm Rangers i 1750,
pson's Pont. They contrue 1o e Ut
make 300 soll ote — Jesnre B pegrs o 5
1860 Znee Brm 5 oomn e Sty rags g
peter,
1957 — ENine Obomsawen tels histo: |m4w-mnnmw-m
s Gocon Doy the sicy of Rogrs - Gordo Doy i G, g
Rat on Odanak. The an’ Avenaki She begns o
oo

g b

of severai_conversat Apanaki
Viton e Wl Oboreown 58l 0k 1 S e he Hgiage

boak called “Alnnhnﬂwl, or

joined the diive et bl
Cultwral Center in Swanton and
is collecting and making baskets.
Some would be displayed at the
Cultural Center; others will be
used to rebury Indian remains

‘white point of view,” she said.
“When | was in school, our histo-
1y books said there were no ndi-
ans that were native to Vermont.
Unfortunately, they haven't
«changed a lot of those history
books, even though they now

knaw we've been here for 10,000
t0 12,000 years”

According to Brink, there is
same disagreement about the ori-
gin of the family name. Some
claim it means “fire tender.”
Others claim it means “one who

;u.m:s or leads.” 1 see it like a continuation of
By ok om0 o i
her Obomsowin heritage with

aunt’s grandmaother,” Brink said.
“Now I'm the one that's trying to
keep the oral tradition. Now I'm
the basket maker.™

her, making sure the flames of
heramily's raditons do no de
others to a better
it ol b

and artifacts that are now souve-

nirs and museum pieces.

“Our immediate need is land
for reburial,” Brink said. “We
have over 300 sets of remains
coming back to us that have been
dug up in different places, and
those remains need 10 go back
into the ground. So we're in the
process of trying to raise money
now to purchase land and con-
duct reburials. Culturally, that's a
very big issue. These are human
remains — our ancesiors.”

An important part of her
work, Brink said, is teaching
schoolchildren about the Abena-
kis.

“History is written from &

THESE ROCKPORT*
SHOES RAN THE
'MARATHON.

Spend ;he Funniest Night

®Radisson

of Your Life at
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*  HRF SCHOLARSHIPS *

OFFERED IN HIGH SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT VT

ONCE [N A LIFETIME — SOUVENIR — VERMONT BICENTENNIAL ITEMS

60 Battery Street

Burlington, Vermont 05401)
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DANFORM ¢

Rte. 7, Shelburne
st 1o Dexter Shoes
9853483

S oo B o

nquunmmm.u@\ zs.mns.msmm
‘mmfnnxndsl)k Try on a pair today and get ready for the fas rack.

HOE STORES
VERMONT'S LARGEST ROCKPORT DEALER

The Best Shoes at The Best Prices

feel like walking™

Rte. 127, Malletts
crow frum,
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mo 'HF.F“IGE“ATUK MAGNET $5.00 &850 PEH—
R)l Lo i 1" SQUARE LAPEL FIN 00 KSSOPEH
The Comedy Zone 2° SQUARE LAPEL BUTTON $3.00 & 9.50 P
Features The BEST 145" CIRCULAR, BUMPER & NAME STICKERS
COMED.';:::‘: in the MY/OUR DONATION TOWARD SCHOLARSHIP FUND
z s TOTAL CHECK
ALcomc e fany = CALL 1365 211 ORMALL TO.
Balaghing MILTON-RARDALL FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS
S rane el Ik 0. BOX 481, MIDDLEBURY, VT 05753 *
Come Laugh in Luxury
for the Cost of 2 bove || [ i 2
FRIDAY and SATURDAY Improving benefiis:
TWO SHOWS DAILY ! i >
8:00 pm., 10:00 pam.
ol s ...in this economy!

YES!

In a small company every dollar counts these

Businesses are redesigning their benelfi
plans to save money. With those dollars saved,
companies with 5 to 49 employees are adding
the new Detia Dental MaxiMizer.

This dental plan maxmizes the dolars saved by
preventing dental disease and related ilinesses
before they happen. Thal's less work-ime lost, ‘
lower health-care costs down the road Healthier
pecple...a healthier company

Northeast Delta Dental covers more than 370000

of yout neighbors in Maine, New Hampshire
and Vermont

Call us 1oday for a free brochure on
the Delta Dental MaxiMizer

6 Loudon Road * Concord, NH 03301-5395
(603)228-0533 \
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