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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

MIAMI DIVISION 

No. 22-cr-20552-DAMIAN/Torres 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,  

Plaintiff, 

v. 

DAVID RIVERA, 

Defendants. 
____________________________________/ 

MOTION TO SET BAIL PENDING SENTENCING 

Defendant, David Rivera, through counsel respectfully moves this Honorable Court to set bail 

pending sentencing, and states:  

1. Having been convicted by a jury on May 1st, 2026 (Dkt. 488) and remanded to the custody of 

the U.S. Marshal upon immediate motion of the government, Rivera now moves the Court to 

revisit his entitlement to bail for the reasons set out below.  

2. Unlike immediately after the verdict, Rivera is now prepared to post a secured, combined 

personal-surety and deposit bond of in excess of $7,000,000 which establishes by clear and 

convincing evidence as required by 18, USC § 3143 that he is not likely to flee1  as follows: 

1 Post verdict, the government sought Rivera’s remand only based on “risk of flight”. 
(Tr.p.3)  
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A. Letter from Monsignor Wilfredo Pena Moredo, a Catholic Priest for over 52 years and 

friend for more than thirty years, offering to secure Rivera’s bail with his home located 

in Miami, Florida2  having an estimated equity value of $575,000. Exhibit “A” 

B. Letter from Modesto “Mitch” Maidique, professor “Emeritus” and 23 year President of 

Florida International University, offering to secure bail with a $100,000 deposit into 

the Registry of the Court. Exhibit “B” 

C. Letter from Mark Rosenberg, professor and former President of Florida International 

University and forty-year friend, offering to serve as co-surety and to secure Rivera’s 

bail with his home located in Miami, Florida having an estimated equity value of 

$500,000. Exhibit “C” 

D. Letter from Manuel Prieguez, former Florida State Representative and a twenty-five-

year friend, offering to serve as co-surety and to secure Rivera’s bail with his home 

located in Miami, Florida having an estimated equity value of $1,600,000. Exhibit “D”  

E. Letter from Alina Garcia, Miami-Dade County Supervisor of Elections and over forty-

year friend, offering to serve as co-surety and to secure Rivera’s bail with her home 

located in Miami Florida having an estimated equity value of $400,000. Exhibit “E” 

F. Letter from Alex Hanna, Esq., a thirty-year friend, offering to serve as co-surety and to 

deposit $100,000 into the registry of the court to secure Rivera’s bail. Exhibit “F” 

G. Letter from Isabel Fernandez De Luna, a thirty-six-year friend, offering to serve as a 

co-surety and to secure Rivera’s bail with the $800,000-$900,000 equity in her home 

located in Miami, Florida.  Exhibit “G” 

2 Pursuant to Fed.R.Crim.P. 49.1(a)(5) only the city and state of the home addresses are 
listed.  The defendant will provide complete addresses to the government.  
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H. Letter from Evelyn Pate, a lifelong friend, offering to serve as co-surety and to secure 

Rivera’s bail with the over $300,000 in equity in her home located in Sunrise, Florida.  

Exhibit “H”  

I. Letter from Juan Carlos Zapata, a forty-year friend, offering to serve as a co-surety and 

to secure Rivera’s bail with his home located in Miami Florida with an equity value 

of approximately $267,000.00. Exhibit “I”

J. Letter from Yvonne Soler Mckinley, a longtime friend former City Manager of the City 

of Doral and the City of South Miami, offering to serve a co-surety and to secure 

Rivera’s bail with her home located in Miami, Fl with an estimated equity of $570,000. 

Exhibit “J” 

3. Rivera bears the burden under 18 U.S.C. § 3143(a)(1) of establishing by clear and convincing 

evidence that he is not likely to flee or pose a danger to the community. He has met that burden.  

4. The bond package now before the Court is extraordinary by any measure: ten co-sureties who 

collectively offer in excess of $5,000,000 of in real property and an additional Two Million 

Dollar 10% bond secured with $200,000 to be paid into the Registry of the Court. That amounts 

to a total bond of $7,000,000.  

5. These are not nominal supporters. They are individuals who have known Rivera for an 

aggregate of more than 150 years and who are prepared to place their homes and personal 

savings at risk because they know, from direct and personal experience, that he will not flee. 

6. Each of the letters attached hereto as Exhibits A through J reflects not merely a financial 

commitment, but a personal one, made by individuals who have watched David Rivera show 

up for this community over decades and who, without hesitation, stand behind him now. These 

co-sureties speak for themselves. 
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7. Mark B. Rosenberg, former President of Florida International University and now a University 

Professor and Senior Fellow at the Jack Gordon Institute, has known Rivera for over forty 

years — since Rivera was a student in his class. Rosenberg has spent decades advising federal 

agencies and testifying before Congress on national security matters. He writes that he 

understands what it means when someone poses a genuine risk, and that David Rivera does 

not. 

8. Monsignor Wilfredo Peña Moredo, a Catholic priest for fifty-two years who has known Rivera 

for more than thirty, writes that he has watched Rivera face adversity with dignity, composure, 

and faith, and has never known him to avoid responsibility or fail to answer for his obligations. 

9. Modesto "Mitch" Maidique, President Emeritus of Florida International University for twenty-

three years, describes Rivera as the "Father of the FIU Medical School" and states without 

reservation that Rivera has never run from obligation or difficult circumstance — pledging 

$100,000 of his own personal funds because he is fully confident Rivera will honor every 

condition this Court imposes. 

10. Yvonne Soler-McKinley, who served as City Manager of the City of Doral and the City of 

South Miami and has known Rivera since before he held public office, writes that he was never 

motivated by money, status, or fame, and that his concern for people was genuine, extending 

to friends, neighbors, and strangers alike, regardless of political affiliation, because answering 

the call for those in need was simply who he was. 

11. Rivera's ties to this community are not abstract. He has lived and worked in South Florida his 

entire adult life. He co-supports two children in Atlanta. He has no passport.  

12. Rivera has been battling prostate cancer for the past three years, which further anchors him to 

his medical providers, his support network, and this jurisdiction. Whatever financial resources 
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he once had, have been all but entirely consumed by the defense of this case. He has no means 

of flight and no place to go. Rivera is also actively defending a separate matter pending in this 

district, which requires his continued presence here and his ongoing ability to assist and consult 

with counsel. Detention serves no one's interest in the just resolution of that proceeding. 

13. Given the incredible financial bond package being offered, any suggestion that Rivera would 

place the co-sureties, many very prominent and all long-time friends, at risk of losing their 

property or cash is, respectfully, baseless. Consider the consequences for Rivera’s life if he 

were to do such a thing and the conclusion that he would not is a forgone one.  

14. Rivera can also be required to report to Pretrial Services on whatever schedule the Court deems 

necessary, participate in the location monitoring program, abide by a curfew or Home 

Detention and limit his travel to that necessary to work with counsel in his civil and criminal 

matters in this district and those districts associated with those matters, as further conditions 

of bond. 

15. With regard to arguments made by counsel for the government about Rivera’s conduct as 

alleged in the District of Columbia FARA case, he has pled not guilty in that case and is entitled 

to the presumption of innocence on those charges.  He was admitted to bond in that matter and 

has been fully compliant with his personal surety bond notwithstanding the serious nature of 

the allegations against him and should not be called upon to sacrifice his constitutional rights 

and mount his defense to that case in order to get bail in this one. That case is for another place 

and day and this Court should not be second guessing the bail determination  made by the DC 

federal court.  
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CERTIFICATE OF CONFERENCE 

Pursuant to Local Rule 88.9(a), undersigned counsel certifies that he has conferred with 

AUSA Harold Schimkat who does oppose the relief sought in this motion.  

WHEREFORE, the defendant is requesting that the Court enter an order, pursuant to 18 

USC § 3143(a), admitting the defendant to Release pending sentencing, secured by the 

$5,000,000 in home equities a $2,000,000, 10% deposit bond, and the additional special 

conditions set forth above.   

Should the Court require a hearing to address this motion, counsel is prepared to appear 

before the Court in person, along with the individual sureties, to address any concerns held by the 

Court. 

Respectfully submitted on May 19th, 2026. 

EDWARD R. SHOHAT, PA 
201 S. Biscayne Blvd., Suite 3000 
Miami, FL 33131 
Tel: (786) 525-3621 
By: /s/ Edward R. Shohat 

Edward R. Shohat
Florida Bar No. 152634 
ed@edwardrshohat.com   

JONES WALKER LLP
201 S. Biscayne Blvd., Suite 3000 
Miami, FL 33131 
Tel: (305) 679-5700 
By: /s/ David S. Weinstein 

David S. Weinstein 
Florida Bar No. 749214 
dweinstein@joneswalker.com   
Counsel for David Rivera
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