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Curiosity Guide #710 
Magical Science 
Accompanies Curious Crew, Season 7, Episode 10 (#710) 

 

Lota Bowl Magic 
Investigation #8 

 

Description 

Where is the water coming from?? 

 

Materials 

• Lota Bowl 

• Water 

• Large bucket 

• Towel 

• Pail 

• Tray 

• A friend 

 

Procedure 

1) Fill a large bucket with water. 

2) Submerge the bowl fully into the water so that the bowl fills up. 

3) Remove the bowl from the bucket and towel off the outside.  Then 

place the bowl on a tray. 

4) Show your friend the bowl of water, and then pour the water into 

the pail. 

5) Show your friend that the bowl is empty. 

6) Talk to your friend, then empty the bowl again, and then a third 

time. 

7) Try pouring the water from the pail back into the bucket. 

8) Did the water fit? 
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Results 
 

Explanation 

The trick is in the design of the bowl, which takes advantage of air 

pressure.  The center of the bowl is a column that is separated from a 

storage reservoir that curves around the column.  This reservoir has a 

tiny opening in the bottom.  There is also a tiny hole in the upper lip of 

the bowl.  When water is poured out of the central visible well, the 

water in the reservoir will remain, as long as the vent hole on top is 

covered by the magician’s thumb.  Closing the top prevents air from 

getting in, so the water can’t fill up the center.  When the bowl is set 

down and the hole is uncovered, the water will begin to drain back into 

the bowl until the water level is the same throughout the vessel.  The 

“empty” bowl seems to refill and can be repeatedly poured out. When 

pouring the water back into the bowl, if the top vent hole is covered, 

the center reservoir fills up quickly with air in the outer reservoir.  So, 

the bowl overflows and makes it seem as though the bowl poured out 

more water than the bowl can actually hold. 

Here’s another illusion.  Ask a friend to place his hand palm down on 

the table. Have your friend bend the tallest finger at the knuckle so 

the finger goes under the palm.  While holding that position, ask your 

friend to lift and wiggle his thumb, then his pinky, and finally, his ring 

finger.  To your friend’s surprise, he won’t be able to move his ring 

finger. Tendons connect muscle tissue to bone to make the bones move.  

Your ring finger and tallest finger have tendons that connect in the 

back of your hand.   Bending the tallest finger makes lifting the ring 

finger very difficult.  Science magic! 

Parents and Educators: use #CuriousCrew #CuriosityGuide to share what your 

Curious Crew learned! 
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