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from General Manager R.C. McBride

I'm proud of another successful year of outstanding public service provided by the WGLT team. Among the
highlights:

* It was another big year for our journalists garnering recognition from their peers. WGLT earned a 2022
Regional Edward R. Murrow Award for Best Continuing Coverage in the Illinois/Indiana/Michigan/Ohio
region from the Radio Television Digital News Association. (See the newsroom section for a complete
list.)

* On the civic engagement front, our presence remained strong. In late September, WGLT partnered with
Ilinois State University and the McLean County League of Women Voters to host a 91st Illinois House
District candidates forum featuring Democrat Sharon Chung and Republican Scott Preston. In October,
WGLT partnered with Illinois State and a commercial television broadcaster to host a debate between
Governor JB Pritzker and challenger Darren Bailey at the Bone Student Center’s Braden Auditorium.
WGLT provided the live audio feed via satellite to the rest of the state’s NPR stations.

R.C. McBride

* In November, we were awarded a very competitive and prestigious Report for America grant, which will
allow us to create a full-time position for a beat reporter to cover community mental health for at least two years. This person will be hired in
the late spring and start this summer.

* We welcomed new full-time staff to the team, with Brady Johnson joining as our operations coordinator (replacing stalwart Travis Meadors
who moved over to Illinois State Information Technology) while journalist Lauren Warnecke moved to full-time.

* Speaking of talent, our team also mentored young journalists this year and awarded scholarships to the outstanding group of Samantha Hill,
Mary Kloser, and Jordan Mead. One of the most important things we can do is train and prepare the next generation of journalistic talent.

* Not everything we do is about news. During March, WGLT’s Highway 309 featured women artists exclusively to spotlight Women’s History
month (and received a shoutout from NPR Music!).

* In addition, WGLT’s long-awaited 20th summer concert in June—twice delayed by COVID-19—featured an all-women lineup of performers
for the first time ever.

* In August, in one of the more surprising (for me, at least) and flattering moments of my professional life, I was elected by my colleagues
throughout the country to serve on the NPR Board of Directors. I was formally seated in November.



Brady Johnson Lauren Warnecke

Next year promises to be a milestone year in WGLI’s 55-plus-year history. This summer, we plan to leave the Old Union building on the Illinois
State Quad that has served as the station’s home since 1977. And we'll have new roommates! We'll be moving into to the corner of Locust and
University, just northwest of the Bone Student Center. That building will serve as the home of both WGLT and 7he Vidette, 1llinois State’s
student newspaper.

This is the culmination of more than two years of planning, and the new location will offer up a bunch of advantages. In addition to brand-new
studios, a new transmitter, and other broadcast equipment—Illinois State is paying for the renovation, and the gear is the product of a quiet
capital campaign begun by WGLT in 2019—we’re excited to be co-located with Illinois State’s student journalists.

So why undertake this? On top of the obvious things—new digs, more convenient
parking for visitors, etc.—our new home will provide opportunity for even more
mentorship and collaboration. Plans are underway for a joint Videste/ WGLT
investigative unit to focus on one subject each semester. And as commercial

media outlets once known for quality local news have been decimated by
corporate overleveraging and changes in technology and consumer behavior, the
responsibility for this vital task falls more and more on public radio stations.
However, it’s not enough for us to do that work; we need to do all we can to
ensure today’s students see journalism as a viable and admirable career, otherwise
no one will be left to do the work a generation from now.

NPR has some cool things ahead too, including a streamlined yet more robust app
that will make it easier to read and listen to WGLT and NPR content. You'll start

hearing WGLT refer to itself as part of the “NPR Network,” part of an ambitious,

large-scale branding and awareness effort to double our (WGLT’s and NPR’s)

number of users and contributors by 2030. Student host Terrance Jones

I was asked a while ago if anything about my job keeps me up at night, and

the answer I gave seemed to surprise the questioner: my biggest fear is that people will stop being interested in what happens around them.
Fortunately, we're supported by those who are invested in our community, some by simply using WGLT, some by financially supporting WGLT,
and many by both. And for that, we sincerely thank you!

R.C. McBride
General Manager



From the WGLT newsroom

Most-read stories of 2022

1. A Christmas miracle: The search for Bella the dog ends with a rescue

Rejecting teacher resignations, Unit 5 tests how Illinois might respond to a staffing shortage
What happens when cash bail ends in Illinois?

‘American Ido!’ finalist Leah Marlene dazzles a crowd of thousands in a free Uptown concert
Lincoln College to close permanently

School mask ruling sets off weekend scramble in school districts

Bloomington restaurant faces labor complaint over unpaid overtime pay

Lots of new restaurants are popping up around Bloomington-Normal
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Rivian faces customer backlash over price increases

10. State Police say a 100-vehicle crash near El Paso is one of several interstate pileups during the winter storm

Election coverage

e ewsroom utilized its team of full-time reporters, correspondents, and students to cover county, state, and congressional elections
The WGLT N tilized its t f full-t t dents, and students t tate, and cong | elect
during the June primary and November general election. We also participated in a voter engagement campaign to enable the public to share their
questions and concerns of those seeking elected office.

WGLT hosted a live forum for candidates in the 91st Illinois House district and partnered with WCBU on a live forum for candidates in the
U.S. House 17th district. WGLT was also a proud partner alongside Illinois State University on the gubernatorial debate.
News series

WGLT produced several news series during 2022, including: the impact rising inflation is having on McLean County residents; how the housing
shortage in Bloomington-Normal is impacting the most vulnerable; and how Bloomington-Normal’s significant and growing Indian population
develops its own sense of community while blending cultures.

WGLT also relaunched an occasional series that highlights unsung heroes in our community, titled More Of That, Please.

As part of a digital transformation project with the Poynter Institute, we also launched a Welcome Home series for residents new to Blooming-
ton-Normal.

Awards

The WGLT news team continues to be recognized for excellence by our peers:

* Regional Edward R. Murrow Award for Continuing Coverage for our reporting on the disappearance of Illinois State University student Jelani
Day.

* Illinois News Broadcasters Association Crystal Mic awards: Charlie Schlenker won first place for Best Newscast for the second consecutive year;

Lyndsay Jones won second place for Best Reporter.

* From the Public Media Journalists Association, the entire WGLT staff earned second place for News/Public Affairs program for WGLT’s Sound
Ideas. 1llinois State student Emily Bollinger received second place for photojournalism for the “Jelani Day demonstration.” Emily is not only
the first WGLT staffer to ever win a photo award, she’s also the first student journalist to win an award for WGLT.



C

PRESENTED BY CEFCU




2022 WGLT
donor roll

$1,500+

Anonymous (3)

Roger and M. Rebecca Anderson

W. Brad and Tonya Barker

Raymond and Laurie Bergner

Carol Carey-Odekirk and Warren
Odekirk

Linda and Jack Chizmar

Catharine Crockett

John Elterich and Karen Schmidt

Elizabeth and Caroline Fox
Anvick

John and Marilyn Freese

GROWMARK

Albert and Elizabeth Hornbrook

Paul and Carolyn Jarvis

Mia Jazo-Harris and David
Harris

Robert and Victoria King

Scott King

Karen McConnell

Sandy Mcghee

John and Pamela Muirhead

Michael and Susan O’Rourke

Paul and Katherine Packard

Sally Pancrazio

Nancy and Benjamin Pounds

Susan and Chris Prendergast

Bill and Susan Sulaski

Robert and Marilyn Sutherland

Thanom Temiyasathit

Marilyn Townley

Richard Valentin and Rosanne
Marshack

Robyn Walter

$1,000-$1,499

Anonymous (5)

Wayne Aldrich

Mary and Richard Beal

Charlotte Brown and William
Morris

Sandra Bush

Dorene Cardozo

Ann Champion

Rhea Edge

Stanley and Martha Geison

Joseph Gibson

Patti Goyen

Diana and David Hauman

Douglas Hennessy

Deanne Hinrichsen

Jeanne Howard and Rhondal
McKinney

Dennis Killian

Linda Kimber

Craig and Sheila King

Sean and Elizabeth Kinsella

Brian Kirby

Julie and Steve Kubsch

Donald and Judith LaCasse

Anne and John* Libert

Carmen Lozar

Marilyn and Kevin Maffett

Karen McCarey

Jarl Mohn

Carolyn Moon and Richard
Seehuus

Michael Nash

Jeffrey and Julie Payne

Mary and Stephen Peterson

Katherine and Robert McDade

Donald Schwingel

William Semlak and Joan Moore

Tracey Shuk and Herb Schopper

Richard and Mary Strle

Jean Swee and Paul Bailey

Charlotte and Joe Talkington

Cathy and Brad Wallace

Gordon and Patricia Warren

Benjamin Webb

Michael and Kim Wells

WD (Mark) Wyman

$500-$999

Anonymous

Judith and Brent Anderson

Nancy D. Anderson

Jerry Antonini

Phani Aytam and Sandeepa
Sangras

Michael Baum

Rebecca Bell

Richard and Nancy Bennett

Laura Berk

J. Gordon and Sandra Bidner

Katherine and Daniel Boser

Richard and Penny Boser

Barbara Bowman

Amy Bradford

Colin Bromley

Daniel and Debra Brownstone

Janette and Scott Bruns

Lisa and Kevin Callis

Gwinn and Paul Campbell

Nathan and Rachel Carpenter

Jessica and Jason Chambers

Todd and Corin Chapman

Jennifer and John Chizmar

Keith and Falicia Cornille

Galen and Gail Crow

Paula Crowley and Daniel
Deneen

Anders Dahlgren

Joseph and Rachel Dalton

Jeffrey and Mary Davis

Kathleen Davis

William and Mercedes Davison

Julia and James Derden

Megan Devlin

Michael and Eva DeVore

Stephen Downen

Janet and Arthur Drake

Binoy Edathiparambil

Jana and Orlyn Edge

Nancy and Ethan Evans

John Eymann

Janet and Kim Farkas

Brenda Finlen and Kevin Harms

Mabel Gast

Russell Giannetta

Rita and William Gordon

Michael and Jane Grater

Brenda Green

Cheri Grizzard

Jay and Doris Groves

Eldon and Jane Haab

R. Given and Jean Harper

Michael and Susan Harrington

Susan Harsha

Donna and Darrell Hartweg

Robert and Barbara Hathway

Holly Haynes

Wendell Haywood

Dolores Hellweg

Lotus and Judith Hershberger

Julie and Brian Hiles

Ed and Judy Hines

Austin and Lorraine Holte

Peggy Hundley

William and Mary Hurd

Clinton and Nicole Inselmann

Mary Jane and George Jackson

Rebecca and William Johnson

Joseph and Elizabeth Johnston

Dana and Kyle Karraker

Arthur and Janet Killian

John and Danielle Kim

Kathy King-Nobles and Kent
Nobles

James and Ruth Knecht

Scott and Theresa Lage

Dennis and Jean Lawyer

Aleksandra Lehman

Kathleen Lenzini

Melissa Libert

Patricia and Andrew Luber

Alex Luthe and Melissa Attig

Ajay and Vaishali Malpani

Emily Martin and Ara
Aprahamian

Benjamin and Kari Matthews

R.C. and Christy McBride

Michael and Rita McCarthy

Irma and David McCloud

Mari-Rose Minyo and John
Bowen

David and Kimberly Moore

Robin and Kevin Moore

Dale and Barbara Nunemaker

Alice and Roger Obert

Ronnie Patterson

Monica Pepple

Eric and Sarah Peterson

Mary and Steve Pollitt

Ann and Richard Ramoino

Debra and Howard Rodgers

Jade Roseberry

Richard and Janet Schroeder

Jeffrey and Carol Secord

Katherine Shalley and Jason
Schnaitman

Jamie and Martin Smith

Debra Smitley

Carl and Chantal Sneed

John Stark and Lori Adams

Bridget Starr and Neil
Teichmann

David and Trudy Strand

Joseph Strano and Janine Toth

Christopher Stucky

Teresa and Will Szczepaniak

Rozemarijn Tarhule-Lips and
Aondover Tarhule

James and Sally Turner

Steven and Mary Vogel

Michael and Paula Wallace

Barry and Marjorie Weaver

Amanda Weissgerber and Paul
Mellett

Donald and Karen Wettstein

Kay Wilson

John and Laurie Wollrab

*Deceased



2022 WGLT
Underwriters

WGLT Underwriters and Event Sponsors

AARP IL

Acorn Equity Fund

Ameren Illinois

Bloom Community School

Bloomington Center for the Performing Arts

Bloomington Normal Audiology

Bloomington Public Library

B-N Convention and Visitors Bureau

BN Jaycees

BN Warriors Lacrosse

Carle Health

CEFCU

Central Illinois Regional Airport

Chestnut Health Systems

Children’s Discovery Museum

City of Bloomington Economic Development
Division

City of Bloomington Parks and Recreation

Communication Junction

Community Players Theatre

Connect Transit

Crossroads Fair Trade Goods & Gifts

Easterseals of Central Illinois

Thank you to the more than 100 contributors who supported WGLT at the Day Sponsor
level, giving at least $365 this year. Celebrate the 2022 Day Sponsors and see their

messages at WGLT.org.

Please contact WGLT Contributor Services with additions or corrections at (309) 438-3581

Ecology Action Center

Exceptional Artists

Garlic Press

Great Harvest

Green Top Grocery

GROWMARK

Heartland Community College

Heritage Operations Group

Illinois Farm Bureau

Ilinois Prairie Community Foundation

Illinois Secretary of State

Illinois Shakespeare Festival

Ilinois State University Admissions

Ilinois State University Athletics

Illinois State University Office of
Sustainability

Illinois Symphony Orchestra

Jay Goldberg Events

Jazz Up Front

Justice for Illinois Wrongfully Convicted

Luther Oaks

Mackinaw Valley Vineyard and Winery

McLean County Arts Center

McLean County Chamber of Commerce

McLean County Museum of History

Midwest Madness Music Fest

Normal Public Library

Normal Theatre

or ContributorServices@lllinoisState.edu.

Coming soon....
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Often Running

OSF Healthcare

Peoria Civic Center

Peoria Riverfront Museum

PNC Financial Services Group
Red Raccoon Games

Refine 309

Reverberation Vinyl

Ronda Glenn Law Office

Specs Around Town

Tarvin’s Culligan

TedX Normal

The Baby Fold

The Champagne British Car Show
The Chateau Hotel and Conference Center
The Garlic Press

The Hangar Art Co.

‘The Music Shoppe

Town of Normal

Twin City Self Storage

Unit Five Education Association
VisionPoint Eye Center

Vitesse Cycle Shop

Waiting Room Records
Westminster Village

YMCA

Zimmerman & Armstrong/First Allied

Securities

DRV

SPONSOR

WGLT.....
RADIO FACES

Fall 2023

(309) 438-2255



