
233 South Pleasant Grove Blvd. Suite 105, Pleasant Grove, Utah 84062
Phone (801) 769- .com

22 November 2022

Mr. Doug Smith, Director
Mr. Austin Corry, Senior Planner
Wasatch County Planning Department
35 South 500 East
Heber City, Utah 84032

Re: 16.21.16: OUTDOOR LIGHTING REGULATIONS Zoning Code Text Amendment

Dear Doug and Austin,

As outlined by Wasatch County submittal guidelines for Zoning Code Text Amendments, we 
have prepared the following responses:

Reason for the Request

The current Wasatch County OUTDOOR LIGHTING REGULATIONS (Section 
16.21.16) seem to have been written to govern very simple outdoor lighting conditions 
consistent with the character of the County when they were adopted. The proposed 
amendments allow the County to objectively govern installation of lighting systems on 
new and upgraded existing properties while protecting the original intent of the lighting 
code.

Positive Impact of Proposed Changes

The proposed changes create an objective framework for lighting design to adequately 
address public safety, to preserve natural nighttime dark conditions, and to allow 
appropriate and subtle highlighting of buildings and landscape features to support the 
economic growth of the County. Further, the proposed changes identify and define 
appropriate hours of lighting operation, provide standards for lighting type, color, 
location, brightness, backlight, uplight, glare, trespass, etc. 

Establishing a thorough and complete outdoor lighting standard will remove the 
challenging and subjective lighting design environment in Wasatch County.



Negative Impact of Proposed Changes 
 

Some in the community are likely to prefer minimal lighting of any type.  
 
Impact on the Community and General Public 
 

The community and general public are currently subject to an outdoor lighting ordinance 
that attempts to protect the natural nighttime dark conditions by controlling only the 
direction and color temperature of outdoor lighting fixtures (not the intensity). This 
approach has the potential to create light installations that comply with the ordinance but 
miss the objective entirely. 
 
The proposed amendment to the outdoor lighting ordinance protects the community and 
general public from inappropriate outdoor lighting installations by creating an objective 
and comprehensive framework for lighting design. The proposed amendment governs all 
elements of lighting design, provides the Wasatch County Staff an objective measure of 
the success of each lighting proposal in meeting the ordinance, and allows for the 
appropriate beautification of the community without compromising the natural nighttime 
dark environment. 

 
Promote the Goals and Objectives of the General Plan 
 

The proposed Outdoor Lighting Ordinance amendments promote the Wasatch County 

development, natural resources and open space in such a way as to provide a harmonious 
relationship that meets the needs of present and future residents and also promotes the 
health, safety and general welfare of the residents of the County . Additionally, they 

ur (natural nighttime dark 
environment)  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
Curtis N. Miner AIA, NCARB 
Principal Architect 
 
On behalf of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 


