
8/10/2021 

Dear Jonas, 

Although it has been almost four years since I departed after 16 wonderful years as President of 
Castleton University (a name that I am hoping will never be changed), I wanted to very briefly provide 
some historical perspective on the 99 unit senior living project that has been proposed for Sand Hill 
Road. 

The concept is in perfect alignment with what we had hoped would transpire when the University 
donated the parcel to the town many years ago. 

Castleton University (then Castleton State College) was gifted that parcel very generously by the 
Donchian Foundation, a wonderful philanthropy with a benevolent interest in the college and the town.   
We had initially thought that the property might be considered for several uses, including off campus 
housing, as the institution grew during that time, but in the end we concluded that it could better serve 
the town itself. 

At that time Selectman Jim Leamy and I discussed the Economic Development Committee, which I 
believe he chaired, having an interest in responsible economic growth that would enhance the tax base, 
lower the tax rate, and serve the town's purposes.  This seemed like a perfect fit.  I offered to deed the 
property to the town with the express interest that it would be used for "the public good", and in fact 
that was part of our written agreement.  We even conceived of a senior living environment, somewhat 
akin to Elderhostel arrangements at many universities, concepts growing around the country where 
active seniors participate in the social, educational and cultural opportunities afforded to them.   
Universities benefit from the community service opportunities for students, academic as well as co 
curricular, that would enhance undergraduate and graduate education.  I can envision several academic 
departments offering internships and shadowing experiences for students, and I can imagine concerts, 
plays, poetry readings, and the widely acclaimed Soundings Program being very attractive opportunities 
for seniors and students to mix together for mutual benefit. 

So for what it is worth, given the history of this endeavor, what was imagined for the property could 
indeed be a dream come true if the Town of Castleton embraces this project, one that I predict would 
benefit everyone in Castleton in countless ways going forward. 

All the best to you and others as you pursue this worthwhile project, and please let me know if I can 
offer any other perspective that will be helpful to you. 

Respectfully yours,  

Dave Wolk 

 


