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Board of County Commissioners’ Legal Authority to Remove a Hillsborough County 
Appointed Tampa Sports Authority Board Member Mid-Term 

 

At the June 3, 2026, Board of County Commissioners (the “BOCC”) meeting, Commissioner 
Miller directed the County Attorney’s Office to review and advise the BOCC on its legal 
authority and available mechanisms to remove a Hillsborough County appointed member 
of the Tampa Sports Authority (the “TSA”) mid-term, including any procedural requirements, 
voting thresholds, and legal considerations.   

As an independent special district, the TSA is governed by Chapter 96-520, Laws of Florida 
(the “TSA Act”), a copy of which is attached.  Pursuant to the TSA Act, the TSA consists of a 
board of eleven (11) members, four (4) of which shall be residents of Hillsborough County, 
appointed by the BOCC.  The TSA Act further provides that “[e]ach [TSA board] member’s 
term shall be 4 years or until his successor shall be appointed and qualified.”   

Unlike certain other special districts to which the BOCC makes appointments, the TSA Act 
does not contain any provision regarding removal of TSA board members.  For example, the 
Amendment and Restatement of the Charter of the Hillsborough Transit Authority (“HART”) 
and Section 163.567, Fl Stat, expressly provide for removal of a director of the HART board 
by the Governor or the appointing governmental body for misconduct, malfeasance, 
misfeasance, or neglect of duty.  Also noteworthy is the BOCC’s appointment policy, BOCC 
Policy – Section Number: 01.30.00.00, which expressly provides that “[u]nless otherwise 
provided for by law, all appointees serve at the will of the BOCC and can be removed from 
their appointment at any time for any or no reason.”  However, since the referenced BOCC 
policy is subject to and superseded by the TSA Act, and the TSA Act fails to provide any 
authority for removal of TSA board members, but simply provides that the term of each TSA 
board member shall be 4 years or until a successor shall be appointed and qualified, the 
BOCC does not have the authority to remove a TSA board member before the expiration of 
the member’s respective 4 year term.  In any event, as with any government official, the TSA 
board members are subject to the provisions of Chapter 112, Fl Stat. 
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