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Sioux Falls, SD - Ellwood S. Wilson, age 91, died on Wednesday, February 25, 2015 at the Sioux Falls Department of Veterans Affairs Hospital. 
Funeral services will begin at 10:00 AM on Monday, March 2, 2015 at George Boom Funeral Home in Sioux Falls with burial at Hills of Rest Memorial Park in Sioux Falls. Visitation will begin at 5:30 PM on Sunday at George Boom Funeral Home in Sioux Falls with the family present to greet friends from 5:30 - 7:30 PM. A time of sharing will begin at 7:30 PM. 
Ellwood S. Wilson was born on May 1, 1923 in Alta, Iowa to Victor and Hattie Isabelle (Mintle) Wilson. He was raised and received his education in Colton and Brandon, SD until 1938 when his family moved to Sioux Falls, SD. He then graduated from Washington High School in 1941. Following high school Ellwood began working for Louie Beal Bottling Company. 
On December 3, 1942, he enlisted in the United States Navy with the Flying Coyotes from Sioux Falls in the Naval Aviation Program. The Navy had 20,000 more pilots in training than would be needed. So Ellwood was one of the 20,000 turned back to the regular Navy. He then served aboard the USS Croaker (submarine) until his honorable discharge on April 10, 1946. He was called again to serve his country from 1950 to 1953 with the United States Army. After WWII and before being activated to Korea, Ellwood worked for various car dealers. When he returned home Ellwood began his 55-year career owning and operating Wilson's Motor Mart in Sioux Falls; retiring in 2009. 
Ellwood was united in marriage with Mavis Intermill Thompson on October 4, 1963 in Sioux Falls, SD; from this union the couple had three children. He was later united in marriage with Donna Rae Olson on July 24, 1982 in Sioux Falls, SD. He was a member of East Side Presbyterian Church in Sioux Falls; a lifetime member of the American Legion, and the Sioux Falls Veterans of Foreign Wars. Ellwood enjoyed playing racquetball at the YMCA, tennis, softball, and Golden Gloves Boxing. He took great pride in our country and spent much of his life recruiting members for Veterans Service organizations. He also found great joy leading others to the Lord. Above all he loved spending time with his family and friends. Grateful for having shared his life are his wife, Donna Rae Wilson, Sioux Falls, SD; two sons: Randy (Janice) Wilson, Crooks, SD, and Jeffrey (Nicole) Wilson, Brandon, SD; two daughters, Sheryl (Troy) Tingle, Carson City, NV, and Shannon Marquardt, San Jose, CA; seven grandchildren: Jakup & Kayla Wilson, Anthony "AJ" Fee, Morgan & Megan Tingle and Ava & Jax Wilson. Ellwood is preceded in death by his parents, Victor and Isabelle Wilson; two brothers, Woodrow (Dorothy) and Donald (Eleanor) Wilson; in-laws, Floyd & Pauline Olson; and brother-in-law, Calvin F. Olson.
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