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Curiosity Guide #709 
Static Electricity 
Accompanies Curious Crew, Season 7, Episode 9 (#709) 

Suspended Balloons 
Investigation #5 

Description 

You’ll get a charge out of this activity! 

Materials 

• Two nine-inch balloons

• String

• Tape

• Ruler

• Felt or hair

Procedure 

1) Blow up two balloons.

2) Use string and tape to suspend the balloons at a similar height

about ten inches apart.

3) Charge both balloons by rubbing the balloons with a piece of felt.

You could also rub the balloons on your hair.

4) Move one balloon toward the other.

5) What do you notice?

My Results 
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Explanation 

This is evidence of static electricity.  When the balloons are rubbed 

with the felt or on your hair, some of the electrons in the felt or hair 

atoms join atoms in the balloons.  Now the balloons are negatively 

charged because they have extra electrons.  Similarly charged 

particles will repel each other, which explains why the balloons moved 

apart. 

Investigate further.  Here are some fun investigations to try as the 

weather gets a little cooler.  Try sliding down a plastic slide and notice 

what happens to your hair.  Did your hair stand up?  Or notice how your 

socks stick to other clothes when they first come out of a dryer.  Both 

of these are examples of static forces.  The clothes in the dryer get 

charged up as they tumble.  If the sock has an opposite charge to 

another piece of clothing, the sock and the other item of clothing stick 

together.  When you go down the slide, you give electrons to the slide, 

which makes your body positively charged, so even the individual hairs 

start to repel and stand up.  Amazing! 

Parents and Educators: use #CuriousCrew 
#CuriosityGuide to share what your 
Curious Crew learned! 
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