RAMONA MAN IS MADE COLONEL
Joseph E. Habeger, 24, Promoted from Major at Italy Base
(AI Generated Transcript)
With the 15th AAF in Italy, Feb. 24—Joseph E. Habeger, whose wife, Doloris, lives at Madison, S. D., has been promoted from major to lieutenant colonel at a 15th AAF base in southern Italy, where he is the commanding officer of a squadron of Liberators.
The 24-year-old pilot and formation leader has taken part in 20 missions, bombing nazi war industries and rail communications centers in northern Italy, southern Germany, Austria and parts of Yugoslavia.
A former Eastern Normal school student, Habeger entered the AAF in November 1940, as an air cadet. He has been awarded the Air Medal with one cluster for his combat flying. The airmen is the son of Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Habeger of Ramona, S. D.
Camp Lejeune, N. C.—Marine Corp. Melvin B. Pederson, son of Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Pederson of Winner, S. D., was awarded the Purple Heart here for wounds suffered while with a marine division in the Guam campaign.
Bryant, S. D.—S/Sgt. Arnold H. Nupen has been awarded the Bronze Star medal for “meritorious service in direct support of combat operations against the enemy in the European theatre of operations.”
Sgt. Nupen is the ground crew chief of the Thunderbolt fighter-bomber “Lil Herby,” which has flown 118 consecutive dive bombing and strafing missions over France, Belgium and Germany in close tactical support to allied ground forces. He is a member of Col. Harold N. Holt’s Thunderbolt fighter group of the 9th air force and the son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Nupen of Bryant. He entered the service in December 1939.

