
MCPB/KZYX	Board	of	Directors	Annual	Meeting	
Minutes	for	January	30,	2023	
	
Present:	Directors:	Dina	Polkinghorne,	Kate	Stornetta,	Renee	Vinyard,	Kathy	
Rippey,	Susan	Baird	Kanaan,	Len	Tischler	and	David	Hulse-Stephens.	Staff:		Marty	
Durlin.	Also	attending:	members	of	the	public.	
	
Call	to	order:	5:03	P.M.	
	
Public	Expression:		
Joanna	Wildoaks:	supported	reinstating	Alicia	Bales.	
Annie	Esposito:	expressed	support	for	Alicia	Bales.	Asked	if	termination	
procedures	were	followed.	
Laura	Diamondstone:	expressed	support	for	Alicia	Bales.	Submitted	written	
comments	(see	addendum).	
Glad	Donohue:	expressed	support	for	Alicia	Bales.		Also	expressed	that	the	BOD	
was	not	doing	its	due	diligence	of	bringing	in	diverse	community.	
Marsha	Little:	encouraged	that	people	honor	the	BOD	with	trust	and	respect.	
Anna-Marie	Weibel:	support	for	Alicia	Bales.	Submitted	written	comments	(see	
addendum).	
Tim	Gregory:	expressed	sadness	about	the	situation;	wanted	to	know	more;	came	
to	listen.	
Tim	Bray:	concerned	about	the	process;	questions	about	the	station	policies	around	
hiring	and	firing.	
Jessica	Loan:	new	programmer;	concern	about	lack	of	communication	and	
organization.	She	expressed	support	for	Alicia	Bales.	
Jon	Middlebrook:	(see	addendum)	
Ellen	Weed:	expressed	support	for	Alicia	Bales.	
Beth	Bosk:	called	for	the	reinstatement	of	Alicia	Bales.	
Priscilla	Hunter:	the	BOD	should	have	people	of	color.	Expressed	support	for	Alicia	
Bales.	She	believed	that	Alicia	was	told	to	not	do	so	much	reporting	about	Jackson	
State	Demonstration	Forest,	CalFire	and	having	Pomos	on	the	air.	
Jill	Hannum:	opposed	termination	of	Alicia	Bales.	
Polly	Girvin:	opposed	termination	of	Alicia	Bales.	
Bill	Retalik:	opposed	termination	of	Alicia	Bales.	
Deborah	Moore:	expressed	support	for	Alicia	Bales	and	of	her	bringing	Spanish-
speaking	and	Pomo	voices	to	the	radio.	
Holly	Laird:		expressed	trust	in	the	general	manager	and	the	elected	BOD	to	make	
appropriate	decisions	for	the	benefit	of	the	station	and	community.	



	
Written	public	statements	submitted	for	the	record	with	approval	from	the	
authors:	(See	Jan	30	meeting	addendum:	submitted	public	statements)	
	
Committee	Reports:	
Finance	Committee:	Kate	reported	that	the	committee	last	met	on	January	26.	She	
reported	that	KZYX	financials	are	good	with	$508,000	in	bank	accounts.	That	
includes	the	station	operations	and	the	building	fund	accounts.	The	year-end	
donations	totaled	$40,000.	Thanks	go	out	to	Renee	Wilson	for	her	efforts	in	that.	
KZYX	recently	went	through	its	audit,	and	that	went	well.	Thanks	go	out	to	Steve	
Winkle	for	his	work	in	preparing	for	the	audit.	
	
Capital	Campaign:		To	date	the	Capital	Campaign	for	the	new	building	in	Ukiah	has	
brought	in	nearly	$600,000	with	a	goal	of	$2,000,000.	We	held	a	successful	lunch	in	
Albion	for	potential	donors.	More	lunches	are	planned	in	the	future.	The	NEH	grant	
was	awarded	KZYX	for	$150,000	for	the	building	project.	We	are	hoping	for	a	USDA	
grant	for	equipment	for	the	new	building.	We	are	working	on	new	printed	materials	
for	the	capital	campaign	as	we	look	for	major	donors.	
	
Consent	Calendar:		
A	motion	to	approve	the	consent	calendar	was	made	by	Len	and	seconded	by	Renee	
and	passed.	
	
General	Manager’s	Report:	
Departures	
Membership	Director	Renee	Wilson	announced	her	departure	in	September,	
effective	this	month.	Renee	led	KZYX	through	four	years	of	growing	membership	
contributions,	planning	and	executing	the	station’s	on-air	drives	and	end-of-year	
campaigns.	Her	gracious	and	timely	responses	to	members	endeared	her	to	
many.	She	took	on	a	variety	of	extra	tasks	at	KZYX,	including	her	work	with	Board	
Treasurer	Kate	Stornetta	to	document	and	thank	donors	for	Building	Fund	
donations.	As	Renee	moves	out	of	the	position,	she’s	on	hand	to	train	her	successor,	
Sarah	(Shanx)	Shankman,	who	was	Renee’s	assistant	through	the	past	two	on-air	
drives.	You	can	still	hear	Renee	on	KZYX,	as	host	of	Trading	Time	(Saturdays,	11am-
noon),	and	on	her	music	show,	Canopy	(5th	Saturdays,	1-3pm).	
News	Director	Victor	Palomino	resigned	in	early	January	and	will	take	a	job	in	
Fresno	with	the	highly	respected	public	radio	network,	Radio	Bilingue,	where	he	
will	produce	local	news	for	the	central	valley.	In	his	six-month	stint	at	KZYX,	he	
worked	with	program	director	Alicia	Bales	and	staff	reporter	Sarah	Reith	to	
diversify	local	news;	produced	news	reports	in	English	and	Spanish;	conducted	



outreach	to	the	Latino	community;	connected	with	Latino	organizations	and	
services;	and	translated	emergency	announcements.	He	also	originated	and	
produced	Art	Waves,	an	hour	of	reports	about	Mendocino	County	artists	(third	
Tuesdays,	9-10am).	He	left	a	template	for	others	to	follow	as	the	station	continues	
its	mission	to	include	more	Spanish	speakers	as	reporters,	
programmers	and	listeners.	
Program	Director	Alicia	Bales	also	did	exemplary	work	for	the	station	and	has	been	
praised	elsewhere.	She	was	dismissed	on	January	10th	for	cause.	
	
Interim	solutions	
Rich	and	Eddie	are	taking	over	responsibility	for	some	PD	duties;	longtime	host	of	
Radiogram	Jamie	Roberts	is	interim	coordinator;	Loreto	Rojas,	Maggie	Von	Vogt	and	
Araceli	Rivas	have	agreed	to	translate	emergency	announcements	in	Spanish;	and	
SarahReith	is	acting	news	director.	I	am	producing	Art	Waves.	
	
New	Membership	Director	
After	serving	as	Membership	Director	Renee	Wilson’s	assistant	in	the	past	two	
membership	drives,	Anderson	Valley	resident	Sarah	(Shanx)	Shankman	is	joining	
our	staff.	She’s	been	training	with	Renee	since	last	week,	learning	to	work	with	the	
Allegiance	data	base,	and	getting	acquainted	with	the	various	tasks	of	the	position.	
Shanx	is	also	studying	Sustainable	Food	Systems	at	Prescott	College	in	Arizona,	
where	her	studies	are	currently	conducted	online.	Welcome,	Shanx!	
	
Upcoming	KZYX	Benefit	Concerts	
Irish	fiddler	Kevin	Burke	performs	at	the	Little	River	Inn’s	Abalone	Room	on	
February	26th	at	7pm,	a	production	of	Oak	and	Thorn.	Singer	extraordinaire	Mollie	
O’Brien	and	guitarist	Rich	Moore	perform	at	SPACE	Theatre	on	Saturday,	March	4th	
at	7	pm,	with	local	favorites	The	Real	Sarahs	opening.	This	concert	will	be	an	
opportunity	to	experience	extraordinary	female	vocalists,	and	benefits	the	KZYX	
Building	Fund.	Rich	and	Mollie	will	also	be	at	the	Abalone	Room	in	Little	River	on	
Sunday,	March	5th	at	7	pm.	Tickets	available	at	Brown	Paper	Tickets.	
	
NEH	Grant	
KZYX	has	now	been	officially	awarded	a	matching	grant	of	$148K	from	the	National	
Endowment	for	the	Humanities	for	the	building	project	in	Ukiah.	More	information	
next	month.	
Thank	you	for	your	support,	
Marty	
	
MATTERS FROM BOARD MEMBERS:  



David, Len, Renee and Kathy commented on the input from the public and expressed 
appreciation for what was said.  
	
Meeting	adjourned:	6:27	P.M.	
	
Next	Meeting:		Tuesday,	February	28,	2023	at	5:00	p.m.	–via	Zoom	


