
    Black History Month Programs 2023 

• Wednesday, February 1; 3:00 p.m. CT “The Choral Hour Black History Special”                                                                         
     Join host Kathlene Ritch as she celebrates Black History Month! Featuring music of composers William Dawson and   
     Moses Hogan. Kathlene chats with composer and conductor Dr. Andre Thomas, as they discuss how concert 
     spirituals and their performance practice have evolved over the 20th century through the present day.

• Friday, February 3; 3:00 p.m. CT  “Witness History: Black History Month”

A special hour-long special from the BBC World Service, bringing together interviews looking at the African 
American experience.  Told by people who were there, we hear stories that are fascinating, harrowing and 
inspiring. 

• Monday, February 6; 7:00 p.m. CT  “Justin Holland: The Guitar’s Black Pioneer”

Justin Holland was a Black guitar virtuoso, educator, and activist in the 19th century who did intricate transcriptions 
of popular operas and songs, as well as compositions of his own.  Holland was born free and worked to help other 
enslaved Black people on the Underground Railroad.

• Wednesday, February 8; 2:00 p.m. CT  “Music of the Civil Rights & Black Consciousness Movements” 

So many musical artists weighed in during the decades of the Civil Rights and Black Consciousness Movements…
Nina Simone, Max Roach, Gil Scott-Heron, Archie Shepp, James Brown, John Coltrane, Bob Dylan, Sly Stone, Art 
Blakey, Curtis Mayfield...The list goes on! This special takes us back to a time when the social revolution taking 
place in America was reflected in the popular music that was all around us. 
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• Friday, February 10; 3:00 p.m. CT  “King Stories”

King Stories is a one-hour documentary of captivating stories told by close friends and associates of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Host Julian Bond, along with insiders Ralph Abernathy, David Garrow, Dick Gregory, Mark Lane 
and Larry Williams, share rarely documented stories about the personal and private sides of the Civil Rights icon.

• Tuesday, February 14; 3:00 p.m. CT  “Music Life: The Great Black Music Symposium”

Music stars discuss how they create their music. Delving into Chicago’s avant-jazz scene, Angel Bat Dawid invites 
her friends to discuss major issues in their art.  They consider the importance of not conforming, the struggle to 
find money to do what one loves, and the experience of diasporic African and its influence on one’s music.

• Wednesday, February 15; 7:00 p.m. CT  “The Lost Cause – The Civil War, Then And Now”

Are we still living with the racial divide left over from the Civil War? This provocative audio documentary 
explores the history of a conflict that nearly tore America apart. Has it resurfaced today in the rise of White 
supremacism, election denialism, the attack on Critical Race Theory and the Confederate flags brought into the 
Capitol during the insurrection on January 6, 2021?

• Fri - Fri, February 17-24; 3:00 p.m. CT   “Black Radio: Telling It Like It Was” 

The story of radio’s role in the 20th century transformation of the African-American community is explored. 
Original host Lou Rawls guides us, along with producer Jacquie Gales Webb. Through interviews, historical 
airchecks, comedy, drama, and music, the series reveals the remarkable correlation between milestones of Black 
radio programming and African-American culture.  Among other topics, the series explores the role of radio 
during the great migration of Blacks from the South, trail-blazing Black DJ’s and stations, and Black radio during 
the Civil Rights movement. 
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• Monday, February 20; 7:00 p.m. CT  “The Invention of Race”

This history special traces the development of racial, and racist, ideas from the ancient world through the 
founding of the United States as, fundamentally, a nation of and for White people. Relying on the work of 
Painter, National Book Award-winning historian Ibram X. Kendi, and a recorded workshop presentation by the 
Racial Equity Institute, host and reporter John Biewen tells a story that names names. 

Wednesday, February 22; 3:00 p.m. CT  “Can Do: Stories of Black Visionaries, Seekers and Entrepreneurs”

A man tapes the history of his town with a scavenged cassette recorder, a woman fights for social justice with a 
pie, a DJ ignites his community with a sound. Produced by The Kitchen Sisters (Nikki Silva and Davia Nelson) and 
Roman Mars.

• Friday, February 24; 3:00 p.m. CT  “The Power of African-American Art”

State of the Re:Union recognizes BHM through the lens of African-American art, the role it has played in social 
movements and everyday life, and why it matters both to the Black community and US as a whole. 

• Monday, February 27; 3:00 p.m. CT  “Max Roach – Drums Unlimited”

Imagine a musician single-handedly redefining what an instrument can do, elevating it to a whole other level.  
That’s what Max Roach did for the drums. Roach’s story spanned the Harlem Renaissance, the development of 
modern jazz, right up to hip hop and multimedia. Over a fifty-year career he blazed his way across genres as 
percussionist, bandleader and composer.

• Tuesday, February 28; 7:00 p.m. CT  “MLK – Activism And The Arts”

This discussion focuses on how Dr. King leveraged the influence of artists in the Civil Rights Movement and how 
that legacy of activism in the arts continues today.  Icons Nina Simone and John Legend share the struggle for 
social justice affected them and their music.
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