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Quality Care 
For Your Brain
Highly skilled staff 
Minimally invasive neurosurgical approaches*

For more information, visit 
centennialhillshospital.com

Individual results may vary. There are risks associated with any surgical procedure. Talk with your doctor about these risks to find 
out if minimally invasive surgery is right for you. Physicians are independent practitioners who are not employees or agents of 
Centennial Hills Hospital Medical Center. The hospital shall not be liable for actions or treatments provided by physicians. 
For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website.  204012-6093  10/20

•  Blood clots, brain tumors, strokes and other neurological conditions
•  Biplane system for advanced neurosurgical intervention
•  24/7 EEG monitoring available
*�Benefits�can�include�shorter�hospital�stays,� 
reduced recovery times and less scarring.

Your Valley › YOUR CARE
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Editor’s Note

WHAT’S TO LOVE?
I

t’s easy to love Las Vegas for the obvious reasons: The great food 
scene, the beautiful outdoors, the exhilarating freedom to blow your 
stimulus check on a Deuces Wild machine at 3 a.m. But when those 
pleasures are clouded by pandemic fallout, what’s left to love? You 

have to dig a little deeper. That’s the premise of this issue’s feature story 
that celebrates Las Vegas in unconventional fashion. We asked ourselves: 
What are the less tangible, less obvious reasons we love Las Vegas — and 
not just love love, but love with those deeper shades of feeling that require 
patience, engagement, reflection? We’re talking about those begrudging 
fondnesses, unlikely endearments, and droll affections that emerge only 
when you’ve either lived here a good while or taken the time to think (and 
feel) through your relationship with the many sides of Southern Nevada. In 
sharing these niche enthusiasms for some of Las Vegas’ quirks and hidden 
virtues, we hope you’ll find some new reasons to love where you live as well.

Here’s another way to share your love: By entering our 2021 “Focus on 
Nevada” photo contest. Now in its ninth year (!), our annual photo contest 
has become a veritable Desert Companion tradition that celebrates the diverse 
visions of our vibrant state. Whether you’re shooting with a smartphone 
or state-of-the-art gear, there’s a category for everyone — and a chance at 
$4,000 in prizes. Enter before April 1 at desertcompanion.com.

Chilling at Commercial Center, one of my favorite historic strip malls, 
Andrew Kiraly
editor      

4
1. For part of our “Reasons to Love” feature, 
we asked friends on social media to pen 
six-word memoirs or poems about what 
brought them to Las Vegas. We got more 
than we could fit in the feature. Oh Yeah 
Also Overflow Department to the rescue!

Nevada’s unique extremes offer more 
freedom. — Daniel R. Patterson

My grandpa built the Hoover Dam!  
— Jen Benborn

My bingo
manager uncle
lured us. 
— Erik Pappa

I rolled the dice for love. — Jane C. Walsh

Cold weather just
kinda sucks, man. 
— Michael Yunkin

2. For no particular reason, here is a cool 
picture I took at Sunset Park recently and 
then ran through like 900 filters. It looks 
like an evil desert raider outpost. Too bad I 
can’t enter the photo contest.

3. FIFTH STREET

Desert Companion is publishing quarterly 
this year (#thankspandemic), but you 
can get a weekly dose of DC flavor all up 
in that inbox by subscribing to our Fifth 
Street newsletter. News, profiles, humor, 
commentary, errant whimsy, and more! 
Subscribe to Fifth Street at  
desertcompanion.com.
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stunning and functional.

We don’t just do it right... we do it better.™ 

SunburstShuttersLasVegas.com | 5626 Rafael Rivera Way, Las Vegas

702-367-1600
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Schilling Horticulture Group approaches the design, installation, and 
maintenance of your landscape as a combination of art, science, and 

craftsmanship. We create outdoor living spaces that fulfill your desires, while 
simultaneously achieving sustainability and incredible beauty throughout 
the year. 

Award-winning Schilling Horticulture Group landscape

Our Passion,
Your Space

(702) 452-5272
schillinghorticulture.com

Call today to schedule your  
consultation or estimate

Like us on Facebook 

FOR OVER A DECADE
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Unrivaled location. Superior walkability. Connectivity. Sustainability.

It will defi ne the di� erence between living to work and working to live.

And you’ll only fi nd it here—in the heart of Downtown Summerlin.
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CBRE Randy Broadhead  |  702.369.4867



8  |  D E S E R T  C O M PA N I O N   .   S P R I N G  2 0 2 1

Sol-Up is the Premium Provider
of Whole Home Energy Solutions 
including solar and battery storage
in the Las Vegas Valley. Call us
for a free consultation!

- Frank Rieger, C.E.O. Sol-Up Inc.

solup.com702-586-9800
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AALLLLTHINGSTHINGS
IDEAS, CULTURE,  FOOD, AND OTHER  WAYS TO USE  THIS CITY 

ILLUSTRATION   Delphine Lee

H I STO RY

The  
Angry 
West

The extreme rhetoric that sparked  
the Jan. 6 Capitol attack has deep  

roots in Nevada

BY Andrew Kiraly

P
arler, the controversial “free speech” social 
media network based in Henderson, shut 
down in early January after Amazon pulled 
the plug; its CEO was reportedly fired in 

early February. You didn’t miss much. Parler was 
a bleak pocket universe of racist vitriol and giddy 
Trumpian nihilism. Whether Parler comes back, and 
in what form, is anyone’s guess. But one certainty is 
that in its brief, manic life, Parler managed to make 
history: It was implicated in helping to incite the 
siege on the Capitol Jan. 6, accused of stoking the 
violent and inflammatory rhetoric that culminated 

SPRING 2021   .   D E S E R T  C O M PA N I O N  |  9      
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1.  Stop post-election gloating disguised as frequent theatrical sighs of momentous relief 

2.  Bond with son by spending more quality time together dropping dank memes 

3.  March on The Capital Grille and seize prosciutto-wrapped mozzarella 

4.  Limiting number of open browser tabs to a manageable 1,729 

5.  To laser focus on my goals beca — OMG IT’S SNOWING!  
 *throws cat into yard* FROLIC FOR THE VIDEO CAT!!! 

6.  Going solar by converting home to Dyson sphere 

7.  Make daily affirmation: “I am whole,  
 I am worthy of love, check out my OnlyFans” 

8.  A pushup 

9.  “Smart snacking” lolol 

10.  Quit day-drinkinhghj;j

in a mob attack on Congress that led to the 
deaths of five.

Perhaps you did a double take when you 
first learned Parler was based, of all places, in 
Henderson. It certainly seems random. In the 
bigger picture, however, it makes sense. Parler 
represents the digital apex of a deplorable Ne-
vada tradition: Virulent, menacing, paranoid, 
extremist right-wing rhetoric. 

To consider our state’s history as a font of 
hard-right, anti-government zeal requires 
acknowledging that freedom is in Nevada’s 
DNA. That sounds simplistic, but it’s true 
in different and complicated ways. For one, 
it’s in our state’s origin story. Refresher: 
At the outset of the Civil War, Nevada 
was created as a federal territory to help 
bankroll the Union cause with mining tax-
es, and then admitted as a state 
to support President Lincoln’s 
re-election, his Reconstruction 
policies, and the passage of the 
13th Amendment abolishing 
slavery. In short, Nevada was a 
purpose-built political lever for 
emancipation and reunification.

That DNA is also woven into our identity 
as a gaming destination. Gambling as a 
frontier custom of Nevada prospectors 
persisted stubbornly in the state despite 
multiple bans on the pastime, until the 
state Legislature finally legalized gambling 
in 1931. That ancestral streak of Wild West 
defiance is realized, too, in rural suspicion 
and distrust of the federal government 
(which controls the vast majority of Ne-
vada’s land), taking shape in movements 
such as the Sagebrush Rebellion. That’s a 
book in itself, but the Sagebrush Rebel-
lion emerged in the 1970s when ranchers, 
mining concerns, and other groups began 
agitating for local control of federal land 
as the government eyed Western wilder-

ness for ambitious preservation 
programs. (Ronald Reagan con-
sidered himself a Sagebrusher. “I 

happen to be one who cheers and supports 
the Sagebrush Rebellion,” he said in a 1980 
campaign speech. “Count me in as a rebel.”) 
Today, Nevada’s libertarian ethos ripples 
across the state in numerous forms and 
flavors, even here. In Southern Nevada, it’s 
glamorized in the spirit of Las Vegas itself, 
a hedonic bubble where people can give the 
finger to propriety and eat, drink, gamble, 
and carouse to their Visa limit’s content.

But that DNA mutated. Many of its more 
cancerous expressions in the Silver State are 
laced with the same belligerent, reactionary 
denial of basic facts and shared reality 
that resulted in the deadly storming of the 
Capitol. Gradually, and then not so gradually, 
the mode of stern Reagan conservatism that 

rejected the idea of government as manager 
of the social contract tried on a more wild 
look, and Nevada has since produced a cast 
of characters who plied a hotter brand of 
retail anti-government paranoia. There’s 
James Gordon “Bo” Gritz (rhymes with 
“whites”), the former Army Special Forces 
officer and populist mystagogue who had a 
moment here. Fusing survivalist bravado 
and New World Order fear-mongering, he 
ran in the Republican primary in 1988 for a 
Nevada congressional seat, and in 1992 ran 
for president on the Populist ticket with the 
slogan “God, Guns, and Gritz.” His espousal 
of Christian Identity ideology has earned 
him cameos on the Anti-Defamation League 
and Southern Poverty Law Center websites. 

Let’s not forget figures of more recent 
vintage. There’s Tea Party Republican 
Sharron Angle, who ran for U.S. Senate 

ALT-RIOT
Inflammatory 
rhetoric and 

conspiracy theories 
fueled the Jan. 6 

mob attack on the 
Capitol.

L I ST

FAILED 2021 
RESOLUTIONS  

SO FAR
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against Sen. Harry Reid in 2010. Ener-
gized by resurgent conservative fervor, 
she zuzhed up her candidacy with cryptic 
menace. In a 2010 interview with a conser-
vative talk-show host, she suggested that 
if Reid were re-elected, people might start 
shooting up the place, so to speak. “I’m 
hoping that we’re not getting to Second 
Amendment remedies,” she said. “I hope 
the vote will be the cure for the Harry Reid 
problems.” More than a few observers saw 
a connection between her rhetoric and the 
January 2011 shooting of U.S. Rep. Gabby 
Giffords in Tucson. 

Former Nevada assemblywoman and 
current Las Vegas City Councilwoman 
Michele Fiore is part of the club. Well-
known for her baffling gun fetishism, Fiore’s 
dalliance with anti-government extremists 
such as rancher Cliven Bundy is worth 
notice. In a 2016 local TV news interview, 
parroting the kind of high-heat language 
that would do the Bundys proud, Fiore 
called the Bureau of Land Management “a 
bureaucratic agency of terrorism.” 

In that sense, the Sagebrush Rebellion 
never ended, and the Bundys are its darkest 
avatar to date. Their April 2014 armed 
standoff with the BLM in Bunkerville over 
unpaid grazing fees represents an apothe-
osis of the extreme right’s primal embrace 
of unreality married to a self-sanctified 
mandate to take up arms in a war of almost 
biblical import. “We’re about ready to 
take the country over with force!” Bundy 
told supporters at the infamous standoff, 
which ended when the BLM backed down 
and released Bundy’s livestock. Clearly 
encouraged, in January 2016, Cliven’s son 
Ammon Bundy led an armed occupation 
of the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge 
in Oregon for more than a month. 

Don’t work too hard connecting the dots 
to the Capitol attack. In a Jan. 6 post (since 
deleted) on the Bundy Ranch Facebook page, 
the Bundys drew a straight line themselves 
as they cheered on the insurrection: “You 
can’t clean the swamp by standing off at 
a distance and smelling it,” the post read. 
“At Bundy Ranch we had a job to do, go get 
it done, and We the People went forward 
and finished the job. … (On Jan. 6) We the 
People did clear the chambers of Congress 
and 100,000 should have spent the night in 
the halls and 100,000 should have protected 
them.” It makes it easy to see how the ef-
fects of this radical rhetoric stack up. Each 
bellicose utterance legitimizes, normalizes, 
encourages, and emboldens the next, more 
extreme one. 

Continued on Page 12
vegaspbs.org | @vegaspbs

9to5: The Story of a Movement  |  February 5
Before the hit song or film, 9to5 was an inspiring 
movement for equality that encapsulated the spirit of 
both the women’s and labor movements of the 1970s.

Mr. SOUL!  |  February 19
Before Oprah and Arsenio, there was Mr. SOUL! From 
1968 to 1973, the public television variety show SOUL! 
offered an unfiltered, uncompromising celebration of 
Black literature, poetry, music, and politics, capturing 
a critical moment in culture whose impact continues 
to resonate today.

Coded Bias  |  march 26
When MIT researcher Joy Buolamwini discovers that 
most facial-recognition software does not accurately 
identify darker-skinned faces or the faces of women, 
she delves into an investigation of widespread bias in 
algorithms that shapes the technology in our lives.

Philly D.A.  |  aPRIL TBD
A groundbreaking documentary series embedded 
inside the long shot election and tumultuous first term 
of Larry Krasner, Philadelphia’s unapologetic District 
Attorney, and his experiment to upend the criminal 
justice system from the inside out.

The Donut King  |  may 28
The Donut King tells the story of a Cambodian 
refugee who escaped genocide and overcame 
poverty to build a life for himself—and hundreds 
of other immigrant families—by baking America’s 
favorite pastry and building an unlikely multi-million 
dollar empire of donut shops.

Indie Lens Pop-Up is a virtual film 
screening that incorporates community-
driven conversations, stemming from the 
documentary series Independent Lens. 
After each viewing, join local residents, 
leaders and organizations as they come 
together to discuss what matters most, 
from newsworthy topics and social issues, 
to family and community relationships.

REGISTER AT VEGASPBS.ORG/INDIE
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Closer to home at the Re-
view-Journal (secretly pur-
chased by the late pro-Trump 
GOP megadonor Sheldon 
Adelson in 2015), the news-
paper’s political intelligentsia 
that champions fiscal conser-
vatism and a kind of grumpy 
libertarianism has often au-
to-tuned its voice to a key of 
paranoid outrage. Consider 
former R-J opinion colum-
nist Vin Suprynowicz, who 
frequently used his column to 
rail against public education as 
“mandatory government youth 
camps” (headline: “Why We 
Must Destroy the Government 
Schools”), deny climate change, 
espouse anti-vax insanity, and 
lambaste gun control (to him, 
the National Rifle Association is 
a “nest of compromisers”) — all 
because, you know, Govern-
ment. The ex-columnist is still 
around, apparently blogging out 
of Pahrump. In Suprynowicz’s 
mind, his dystopian fears of a 
jackbooted New World Order is 
becoming terrifyingly real; as he 
sees it, the Jan. 6 Capitol siege 
was a “false-flag ” operation 
orchestrated by — wait for it 
— Antifa in order for the “Uni-
party” to begin “The Purge.”

He’s got neighborhood com-
petition, though, for the Most 
Baroque Conspiracy Award. 
On the Nye County Republican 
Party website, Chairman Chris 
Zimmerman posted a letter 
Jan. 8 spinning out a byzantine 
conspiracy theory about the 
“stolen” presidential election — 
complete with QAnon site links 
— that staggers comprehension. 

But the post-truth moment 
we’re in is way beyond compre-
hension — beyond fact, beyond 
reason, perhaps beyond any 
basis for hope of mutual un-
derstanding. For extreme right-
wing rhetoric, Jan. 6 was merely 
its violent debut on the national 
stage. Out west, Nevada has 
been furiously rehearsing for 
decades. ✦

Bert Johnson contributed 
research and reporting.

N
early two dozen proposed utility-scale solar projects are 
in development across Nevada, but one has really captured 
public interest: the 850-megawatt Battle Born Solar Project 
on Mormon Mesa in the Moapa Valley northeast of Las Vegas. 

Almost all Southern Nevada’s print news publications have covered it 
and at least one TV station, focusing mainly on the David-versus-Goliath 
face-off between a grassroots protest group calling itself Save Our Mesa 
and Glendale, California-based solar developer Arevia Power.

“It’s a special place. It’s a unique place,” Save Our Mesa organizer Lisa Childs 
told KNPR’s State of Nevada. Nevertheless, Arevia Managing Partner Ricardo 
Graf said his company wasn’t considering other locations for the project.

But this story has greater significance than most observers grasp. Battle 
Born is at the nexus of converging factors making it an example of the 
complexities — and, some say, shortcomings — of Nevada’s approach to 
renewable development.

The current plan would put 7,400 acres of solar photovoltaic panels on a 
24,000-acre lease area, a bit less than half the part of Mormon Mesa, near 
Overton, where people like to camp, hike, and ride ATVs and horses. Locals 
are worried the power plant will hurt their outdoor recreation economy 
and quality of life. Arevia, meanwhile, estimates it would create more than 
1,000 construction jobs and 25-30 permanent jobs, generate $530 million 
in GDP for Nevada, and offset 1.5 million metric tons of CO2 annually. 

This brings up Battle Born’s most obvious bigger-picture significance. 
Replacing fossil fuel energy sources with renewable ones is key to solving 
the climate crisis, which everyone from Nevada Governor Steve Sisolak 

C L I M AT E  C H A N G E

Doing Renewable  
Right

Covering vast swaths of public land is the easy way to 
develop renewable energy. But is it the smartest?

BY Heidi Kyser

Continued from Page 11
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to U.S. President Joe Biden has said is their 
top priority. Nevada’s recently passed laws 
requiring the state get half its energy from 
renewable sources by 2030, and achieve 
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. 
One of Biden’s first acts as president was to 
rejoin the Paris Climate Agreement, which 
will also entail aggressive carbon emission 
reductions. 

Meeting these goals on the timelines pro-
posed will require enormous amounts of new 
renewable energy. How it should be developed 
is the subject of myriad plans, policies, and 
schools of thought, sometimes at odds. 

“If you look at how much renewable 
energy we’re going to need, we’re going to 
see conflicts,” says Jaina Moan, The Nature 
Conservancy’s Nevada director of external 
affairs. “They want to meet their goals … and 
they see these large projects on public land 
as the fastest way to do that.”

A well-known example of such conflicts is 
environmental: On the way to helping save 
the Earth, utility-scale development may 
also harm sensitive plant and animal species 
(think: wind turbines killing endangered 
birds). Whether this is the case on Mormon 
Mesa remains to be seen. While not entirely 
pristine (it’s crisscrossed with trails), it is 
mostly undisturbed desert.  Any damage 
the power plant might do will be sorted out 
during the National Environmental Policy 
Act review process, as Arevia’s spokesperson 
Graf has emphasized. 

A related question is about conservation, 
increasingly defined as not only environ-
mental protection of the natural environ-
ment, but also setting aside recreational 
areas for human enjoyment. This helps 
explain the “strange bedfellows” effect; for 
instance, OHVers (whom environmentalists 
typically see as air-polluters) allying with 
environmentalists (whom OHVers usually 
see as job-killers) to protest development 
in an area both value.

Another possible conundrum stems 
from public lands use. The Public Lands 
Renewable Energy Development Act, which 
became law as part of the recent omnibus 
spending bill, sets a minimum production 
goal of 25 gigawatts of electricity by 2025. 
Biden will also likely restart federal funding 
programs that Trump paused, goosing 
progress toward that “25 by 25” goal. How 
will this jibe with Biden’s other recently 
stated goal: conserving 30 percent of public 
lands by 2030? 

That may be no problem in Nevada, which 
is 85 percent federally owned land. Still, 
the Bureau of Land Management, overseer 

of most of that land, including Mormon 
Mesa, told Save Our Mesa’s Childs that it 
was, essentially, putting Battle Born on the 
back burner, prioritizing other projects with 
“lower potential for resource conflicts.” How 
(if at all) will the BLM’s stance be affected 
by the fast-track status the project received 
under Trump, per Sisolak’s request?

It’s a lot to consider … and we haven’t start-
ed talking tribal lands and climate justice yet. 

There is a less controversial way, Moan 
says: Put renewable projects on urban 
sites, brown fields, and mine lands — an 
approach recommended in Sisolak’s 2020 
Nevada Climate Initiative, based on the 
Nature Conservancy and partner groups’ 
Smart From the Start strategy. Previously 
approved renewable energy zones offer 
another, less conflict-riddled alternative, 
but they’re sometimes far from transmission 
lines and roads. 

“If we’re going to have a renewable fu-
ture,” Moan says, “then we have to make it 
cost-effective by incentivizing it.” But how 
to do that during an economic recession 
causing state budget cuts?

Maybe by laying the groundwork for 

increased distributed generation? The 
Nevada Climate Initiative encourages 
residential and small commercial rooftop 
solar development, while noting there’s “a 
policy gap to allow larger installations … on 
the customer side of the meter. Attention 
should be given to policy solutions that 
will allow for such installations to become 
more widespread.”

State Senators Chris Brooks and James 
Ohrenschall, and Assemblywoman Lesley 
Cohen have submitted a handful of solar/
renewable-related bill drafts for the upcom-
ing legislative session. The bills’ details are 
still unclear, but a couple appear to involve 
community solar and micro-grids. Most 
of the environmental community’s focus, 
however, appears to be on scaling back 
natural gas while increasing electric vehicle 
usage and energy efficiency.

Plopping a mammoth solar power plant on a 
chunk of public land may be cheaper and faster 
than putting one on a brownfield or piecing 
together an alternative distributed generation 
grid. But legislators do have opportunities to 
make those options easier. By June, we’ll know 
if they had the political will, too. ✦

I 
never thought much about labyrinths until this year. If I did, it was only 
to feel a twinge of sympathy for the Minotaur, the man-bull of ancient 
Greece and occupant of the original Labyrinth — a guy myth-optimized 
to serve as a violent, misbegotten symbol of what happens when gods 

and kings act out, and who can’t relate to that? But his labyrinth? Rarely a 
thought. Then I read about San Francisco labyrinth-maker Lars Howlett, 
whose business is booming during quarantine.

Well, I figured, that explains all the beastly men I’ve seen in the news. Second 
thought: Who, in THIS moment, wants to build a MAZE?

But, I’ve since learned, a labyrinth isn’t a maze, though we use the words 
interchangeably (and the mythical Labyrinth clearly was a maze). No, technically, 
a maze branches into dead ends, wrong turns, mounting frustrations, and, if you’re 
a mouse, the possibility of cheese. A labyrinth, on the other hand, has come to 
mean a single, twisting path — the word for it is unicursal — that winds you to 
the center and brings you back out. No tricks, no getting lost. It’s intentional, 
contemplative, said to be emotionally soothing. A quieted mind is your only 
cheese. That’s what’s keeping the labyrinth guy busy.

“The labyrinth is a sure path for uncertain times,” Howlett told Bloomberg 
CityLab. “It brings order out of a sense of chaos.” That seems to have been 

E N T H U S I A S M S

‘Rinth and Repeat
Can walking labyrinths ease my doomscroll-addled mind?

BY Scott Dickensheets
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their main purpose in the 4,000 years we 
know they’ve existed, across many cultures, 
frequently in spiritual settings. 

The way a labyrinth briefly mimics a 
maze’s baffling complexity before resolving 
into a clear passage — that’s precisely the 
clarifying dynamic that my brain needs. So 
I set out to experience a few. (Labyrinth-
locator.com helped; it lists some 6,000 
worldwide.) 

First up was a starter labyrinth nestled 
in a corner of Reunion Trails Park in Hen-
derson. Circular, like most ’rinths, this one 

is a narrow cement trail curving 
through lush grass. It’s small, just 
four courses, and only required 
293 steps to work my way to the pipe sculp-
ture at its center, and back out again. 

But even that was enough to hint at why 
there’s a bull market for these things. Walk-
ing at a deliberate speed, eyes focused on 
the path, wrapped in the cool morning and 
murmuring suburban soundscape, I felt my 
distractions scootch back a few cognitive 
inches. True, I may have willed myself to 
overfeel the effect — pandemic life has 

trained me to max out every 
wisp of tranquility — but it 
was a nice respite anyway. 
(And maybe good for me: 
Studies have touted the stress- 
and blood-pressure-lowering 
effects of labyrinth walking.) 
Midway around the path, 
mysterious splash marks: A 
minotaur marking his terri-
tory, probably. My youngest 
son, who was with me, walked 
out backward, which ought to 
be a metaphor for something.

The labyrinth at St. Rose 
Dominican Hospital’s San 
Martín campus is considerably 
larger: 11 courses, modeled on 
the most famous version, at 
France’s Chartres Cathedral, 
installed in the early 1200s. 
According to the hospital’s 
website, its labyrinth combines 
the focused time (walking the 
long path) and hushed setting 
(it’s in a quiet, partially shad-
ed courtyard) that allows for 

meaningful contemplation.
B u t  a l s o ,  r e g r e t t a b l y, 

to be contemplated: Many windows look 
out onto the courtyard, and, depending 
on how armored your psyche is, your deep 
inner spelunkings might be undone by the 
itchy sense of being observed. All those 
eyes judging your labyrinth style. Is this 
how the mouse feels? In any case, too much 
performance anxiety for me. “The labyrinth 
is not magic,” the hospital’s website says, 

WALK THIS WAY
The labyrinth at St. 
Andrew Catholic 

Community Church 
in Boulder City

Laura Pisciotta, rock climber 
and river guide, and Joshua 
Contois, Desert National 
Wildlife Refuge ranger, 
discuss Nevada’s outdoor 
treasures:

Laura: Everyone comes out to 
Vegas in the middle of the sum-
mer, and they think that’s the 
best time to do anything here. 
But we just have these really 
nice, mild winters where you can 
go down to Black Canyon, with 
hot springs just everywhere. 
And that’s the best time to 
explore those canyons, or just 
do any hiking around Vegas. 

Joshua: My supervisors said Ve-
gas is kind of “opposite season,” 
whereas in winter for everyone 
else, they’re sitting inside and 
not really doing much. Winter 
out here, everyone wants to get 
outside, do the hiking, do the 
climbing. I took a swim in that 
(Black Canyon) river just a few 
weeks ago.

Laura: It feels good, even in the 
winter. Fifty-three degree water!

Joshua: It was brisk, to be sure! 
We went down out by Lake 
Mead, soaked for a good, long 
while, which is incredible. I didn’t 
realize there was actually a hot 
pool right next to the river. I 

went for some of the river, froze, 
and then jumped back in the hot 
pool to warm back up. 

Laura: Pretty much all the 
sub-canyons near the dam there 
in the first four miles, there are 
hot springs in almost all those 
canyons, and a couple you can 
hike down to, and then a lot of 
them you can get to only by 
kayak. It’s nice when you want 
to get away from people and 
explore. 

Joshua: And it’s about more 
than just the hot springs. I 
think a lot of people, they hike 
there because they’re trying to 
get to a destination. For me, 

it’s the journey, it’s the trail. I 
was just as enamored by the 
geology and the rock forma-
tions of these canyons, and I 
kept looking at the little plants 
around on the side or, the little 
side canyons and little alcoves, 
like, what’s living up in there? 
I was so excited just to think 
of the possibilities what might 
be around the next corner. 
And, you know, I’ve never lived 
anywhere else that has this kind 
of wildness so close to a major 
urban area. The fact that you 
can go from Las Vegas and be 
at these hot springs, or at the 
slot canyons, or on this major 
river within 30 minutes or less 
is pretty remarkable. ✦

❱❱❱ WHAT’S TO LOVE: OUTDOORS
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F I E L D  N OT E S

Head Space
I got lost in the desert looking for Double Negative.  

Maybe that was the point?

BY Andrew Kiraly

O
ur day trip was not going as planned. Oh, it had been planned, all 
right, in the sense of me vacantly plugging “Double Negative” into 
Google Maps and pointing the car north on I-15. So much for that. 
We’d ditched the car miles back. It was a vanishing glint on the 

horizon. Now we were walking along a rock-toothed dirt road in Moapa Valley, 
skirting a broad mesa that blurred off into taunting edgelessness. We were 
trying to find Double Negative, the 1969 land art project by Michael Heizer. 
But between an impassable road and a flickering cell signal, this was turning 
into some fateful quest-level stuff.

The plan had been, you know, a breezy Saturday jaunt to check out the crazy 
legendary land art, ooh and aww in bemusement and reflection, bust out some 
selfies and be home in time for a late lunch. I mean, it certainly looked doable on 
a digital map. Everything is doable on a digital map. Everything is an amenity at 
the end of a squiggly blue line. It’s a devious enchantment of privileged modernity 
that we’re cursed to learn and forget over and over again. (STFU, I said to my 
fake deep thoughts I had thought too late.) We continued walking, deeper into 
the desert, venturing nervous questions. How much farther, you think? How 
much longer, you think? It had been so long since I had been truly lost that I also 
forgot the whole idea of lostness was that you’re in a state impervious to human 

“but it is  full of mystery. It 
produces different results for 
everyone — or perhaps none 
at all.” Noted.

I saved the elaborate laby-
rinth at St. Andrew’s Catholic 
Church, in Boulder City, for 
the big test: the morning after 
the 2020 election, with the 
results still uncertain and our 
collective psychology franti-
cally Rubik’s-cubing into new 
configurations of despair, hope, 
anxiety, anger. Laggy with my 
own pessimism, I shambled 
through the surrounding 
grove of narrow evergreens 
and onto the large, intricate 
design painted onto a circular 
concrete pad. I was alone. Let’s 
see what you’ve got, 11-course 
Chartres pattern.

Enacting a journey toward 
faith or enlightenment, the 
route to the center is too intri-
cate to understand in a glance. 
It leads you toward the middle, 
then back to the circumference, 
then toward the middle again, 
continually folding in on itself 
like a freakishly symmetrical 
intestine. I wonder if this sen-
sation of being swallowed is 
deliberate, but I’m no theolo-
gian. You’re tempted to shortcut 
toward the center, but, hey, this 
is a church. 

Forcing myself into a mea-
sured pace, I reached the cen-
ter in about seven minutes. 
Depending on your physical 
condition, the weather, and the 
state of the nation, you might 
work up a light sweat, or maybe 
that’s just me. I’ll say this for 
the experience: More than a 
novelty stroll but less than a 
conversion experience, that 
labyrinth walk turned out to 
be the most serene 17 minutes 
of that day. For a few minutes 
there it was just me, a winding 
path, jostling trees, five distinct 
varieties of birdcall. Not once 
did I think of our labyrinthine 
democracy.

Then I was done, and it 
was back out into the maze, 
hustling for cheese with the 
other mice. ✦ D
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measure. Lol @ cellphone saying four miles 
to go then a second later just 200 feet!

The only solution was to pay close atten-
tion to the land. Honestly, I forgot this was 
a menu option. But, mounting existential 
fright has a way of jogging your memory. We 
had stopped talking and fell into solitudes 
of private calculation, scanning the mesa’s 
zagging edge for a telltale gigantic notch 
that announced itself as important art. 
It was nowhere. Actually, a better way to 
describe it is that nowhere was suddenly 
everywhere, all over the place, saturating 
everything that was formerly sensible. 
The concept of scale had exploded and we 
were newly tiny, buggishly crawling on a 
vast plate of flat scrub desert set in a ring of 
gauzy blue mountains that looked like torn 
paper. Mapless, we were in an immensity 
made of details. The farther we walked, the 
more we shrunk. 

We had to recalibrate: We shouldn’t be 
looking for something big. We should be 
looking for something small. 

Double Negative is not small. It is two 
senselessly infrastructural, rectangular 
excavations straddling a canyon. I know 
nothing about land-art theory and crit-
icism, but as we walked farther into the 

Take a walk 
through history. 

Our history.
The Neon Boneyard

Featuring restored 
and unrestored signs 

and the history 
behind them.

Brilliant! Experience
A 30-minute nightly show that 

magically brings unrestored signs 
back to life, accompanied by a 

soundtrack of some of the greatest 
musical performers in history to 

transport guests into Las Vegas’ past.  

BOOK A TOUR
NeonMuseum.org
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I
f you’ve heard of the “experience economy,” then you’ve heard of Joe Pine. 
He co-authored the book that popularized the term. As the COVID-19 
pandemic crumples contemporary definitions of social interaction and 
chucks them in the trash, Pine is busy rewriting the rules. What will 

experiences be like in a post-coronavirus world? How can Las Vegas — from 
convention planners and retail managers to tourists and residents — prepare 
for life in 2021? We asked him some questions about Las Vegas’ future.

How has COVID-19 changed how we interact, generally? The experience 
sector of the economy has been killed by the coronacrisis, as I call it. Any place 
where people gather is no place they want to be right now. The economy won’t 
fully recover until people are willing to go out in the same capacity they did 
before. And yet, when things have opened at limited capacity — theme parks, 
sporting events, bars, restaurants — they immediately get filled to capacity. The 
one thing that hasn’t is movies, and that’s because there’s an easy substitute for 
that at home (streaming). The only thing people are willing to go to theaters for 
is first-run event movies, like Tenet.

Are these changes permanent? There will be some permanent changes, but 
I don’t think that the extreme staying away from experiences is permanent. 
Once we have population-wide immunity — when 60-80 percent of people are 
either immune or vaccinated — things will be different. It will be back to being 
like flu season. But the percentage of people who wear masks permanently 
will be non-zero. The methodical washing of hands — a majority of people 

desert and its scale continued 
its conspiracy to shrink us, I 
felt something like an emana-
tion of a human’s attempt at 
a cosmic prank. Or maybe it 
was that being compelled by a 
convergence of circumstances 
and design into just this kind 
of encounter — searching for 
something purportedly grand 
in an even grander immensity, 
forcing us to scrutinize that 
living immensity for details, 
signs, and hints — was part of 
the intended exercise. Maybe 
we were meant to get a little 
lost along the way. I was secretly 
hoping there’d be a congrat-
ulatory interpretive placard 
at the end saying, you got it, 
you win, now you understand 
accessibility is part of the differ-
ence between an amenity and 
a meaningful destination. Now 
you see the difference between 
tourism and journey.

I’d like to say that, hooray, 
the expansive desert environs 
sharpened our dull, disused 
senses and, newly awakened, 
we patiently read the land 
to find — to discover, in the 
richest and most fundamen-
tal sense — Double Negative. 
Actually, though, we kind of 
anticlimactically stumbled 
upon the north notch, a crum-
bling trench 30 feet wide and 
50 feet deep, staring at its twin 
across the valley. Another side 
effect of discovering it in such 
a bumbling, uncertain, nervous 
manner is that letting your 
senses (and legs) finally rest 
induces you to consider Double 
Negative’s mute, inscrutable 
factuality as a kind of numi-
nous reward in itself. (There 
is no interpretive sign.) But I 
feel oddly grateful for having 
poured an anxious afternoon 
into its void, for having to pass 
through a forced march of con-
fusion and reflection. I still 
don’t know what it all means, 
but I wrested one certainty 
from this strange trip: When 
it was time to turn around, we 
definitely knew how to find our 
way back. ✦

Q & A

Embrace the 
Experience

After we control the pandemic, people will gather again.  
Joe Pine has ideas on how we can prepare

BY Heidi Kyser
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will do that as a matter of course. They’ll 
be more wary next time they hear those 
rumors, like back in January 2020 when we 
first started hearing about the coronavirus 
overseas. And hopefully, people will pay 
more attention to those with underlying 
conditions, becoming more protective of 
the elderly and those in homes. When we 
visit we may not hug as much. People will 
shake hands again, but they’ll do that and 
then do a little spritz.

And what will be the permanent effect 
of all that on in-person gatherings? 
Conventions will come back. The business-
people I talk to say yeah, they want to go 
back. They want to get together and meet 
in person. I think all that will come back. 
     But what you will also see is much more 
hybrid events, which will be better. Festi-
vals, concerts, trade shows will be hybrids. 
You’ll still offer the live event, and fewer 
people may come, but you’ll also simulcast 
it to other people who want to go but can’t 
make it in person. So, you could have an 
order of magnitude more people attending 
your event at the same time, but in different 
places. And you can offer it asynchronously, 
chunked up by session, so people pick the 
parts they want to participate in live or 
watch the recording of later, and you charge 
different fees for each type of experience.
     The other thing you’ll see is the Twitch-if-
ication of events. So, not only will you 
watch it remotely and simultaneously, but 
you’ll also have people watching it with 
you and talking about it in chat rooms, 
interacting with each other and learning 
from it together.

This makes sense for confer-
ences or games, but how about 
expos, where the whole idea 
is to kick tires, so to speak? 
Again, I think they’ll be hybrids, 
physical and virtual at same time. 
People in booths and engaging 
virtually (in digital showrooms) 
at the same time. They’ll have 
it set up to do the best possible 
job of showcasing their product. 
Trade shows do that already, but 
we’ll get better at digital. It may 
mean less attendance overall in 
Las Vegas. But it also means that, 
as a show grows, more people 
may come, because those who 
were there virtually one year may want 
to be there in person the next.

The hybrid model doesn’t really help fill 
hotel rooms, though, does it? No, but if 
you have capacity, then you may get more 
revenue from other segments. For example, 
a lot of people stay away during the week 
of CES. It’s a zoo. But if fewer people are 
at CES, then there’s more capacity for 
entertainment and family tourism.

What’s the role of architects, designers, 
and business owners in this transfor-
mation? They need to think about making 
their spaces amenable to hybrid events. The 
Masters Golf Tournament has, for the first 
time, used drones allowing them to catch 
angles they never could before. You can 
see the whole hole, rather than just a view 
from ground level. At live performances, 
where do you want to have cameras? Do 

you want to allow for indoor 
drones? You’ll see more use of 
screens. The NBA had screens 
in the stands showing audience 
members watching at home. If 
they’d known when they built 
those arenas that they’d need 
that, they would’ve designed 
for it. You may also have more 
separation of seats. Maybe 
not a full six feet, but a little 
more room, more openness 
in places. If you want to have 
the same capacity, but people 
farther apart, then places have 
to be bigger. So, you’ll have to 
figure out how to have that 

and maintain the same level of intimacy.

What big idea would you like to leave 
Las Vegans with? One big trend in trav-
el is known as transformational travel. 
That’s when we get away from our normal 
environment, and it opens us up to new 
possibilities. Other times, it’s recognizing 
there are changes you can make in your 
life (say, having a better relationship with 
your spouse) simply by having gotten away 
from the day-to-day. An example is at 
theme parks, where parents become their 
children’s heroes. How can you replicate 
or emphasize that experience in other 
environments?
     Many companies are realizing they can 
help people in those endeavors and catering 
to it, focusing on the things people can 
learn and take home with them. That’s 
one thing we’re already seeing, and it may 
accelerate. ✦

ARE YOU  
EXPERIENCED?

Joe Pine and 
co-author James 

Gilmore popularized 
the term “experience 

economy” with  
their book.

❱❱❱ WHAT’S TO LOVE: ARTS AND CULTURE

Elizabeth Quiñones-Zaldaña, 
poet, and Chase McCurdy, 
artist and educator, on how 
Vegas inspires creativity:

Elizabeth: One of the things 
that jumps out to me when I 
think about Las Vegas and my 
own writing is the fabulous 
ordinariness of living in Las 
Vegas. It’s a place where, you 
know, dishwashers’ daughters 
live their lives, they raise their 
children, they deal with loss, 
and they celebrate with each 
other. All of those kinds of 
things. It’s a place where each 
one of those instances, each 
one of those images really, you 

could go very deep in imag-
ining, imagine them through 
narrative, through poetry, 
through the visual arts Obvi-
ously, the natural landscape is 
just incredibly fertile as well. 

Chase: I’m happy you said 
“ordinariness.” Everyone has an 
initial reaction when they think 
of Las Vegas, and when you 
say, “I’m from Las Vegas,” peo-
ples’ eyes get big, and I’m like, 
no, it’s a place to go to work. In 
that way, I found it also makes 
a fantastic place to practice 
art. It’s a quiet place to work, 
observe, and experience. And 
that’s not even to speak of, as 
you say, the natural landscape. 

How does the natural land-
scape come up in your work?

Elizabeth: It comes up often. 
And I’m never trying to write 
“Las Vegas poetry,” but 
obviously, place always rises. 
So, mountains, the way they 
hem in, the way divide, the way 
they stand as symbols as time 
and history, and people coming 
and going. And I think of other 
mountains. I wasn’t born here; 
I came from California, like so 
many people. So when I look at 
the mountains, I look at other 
mountain ranges from memory, 
from where I come from, and 
where my family is, in Mexico, 
and in other places in the world. 

And I think about how there’s a 
continuity there. And there’s a 
lot of longing bound up in that. 

Chase: One of the big things 
that Las Vegas allows me to 
experience in my art practice 
— and which is really kind of an 
overarching idea that I live my 
life in pursuit of — is freedom. 
You know, you’re free to exper-
iment. You’re free to try new 
things. You’re free to be alone in 
your work. You’re free to go be 
in desert, right, the desert as a 
place of immense freedom. ✦

Hear more at knpr.org; search 
“things we love”
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FOOD + DRINKFOOD + DRINK
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TRAVELNEVADA.COM
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Hiking 
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NevadaSilverTrails.com

Need to get out? Here, you’ll find wide open  

spaces to create your own distance away from  

others. Discover natural beauty, go off-roading,  

hike some trails, camp, explore Nevada history  

or just find a quaint out-of-the-way spot to have  

lunch. Out here the opportunities for getting  

back to reality are always open and safe.

SPACE TO PLAY...SAFELY.



FOOD + DRINKFOOD + DRINK

D I N I N G

Don’t fret. 
We still 

have pizza.
Amid a year of chaos and dread, pizza remains 
eternal. And it’s thriving deliciously in the valley

BY Lissa Townsend Rodgers
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M
ade Just for You! Hot and Fresh! 
Simply the best! Enjoy your de-
licious moments!

Is there anything more op-
timistic than a pizza box? Of course, it’s 
not the gleeful cardboard sentiments that 
make it our favorite comfort food. Pizza 
is easy to agree on, easy to pick up, easy to 
eat, and easy to clean up after. Las Vegas 
has seen a number of new pizza places and 
new pizza menus over the last six months, 
with cheesy goodness from both old friends 
and new faves.

Las Vegas’ leading purveyor of pizzas, 
Good Pie (1212 S. Main St., goodpie.com) has 
shown some real up-and-at-’em, opening a 
new restaurant on Main Street with a bar 
and sit-down space. White subway tile and a 
tin ceiling evoke proprietor Vincent Rotolo’s 
native New York City, while a massive, 
dark-wood bar is more reminiscent of the 
land where pizza was born (and the neon 
sign outside is pure Vegas). Even if indoor 
dining isn’t in the cards, you can still get a 
pie to go, or grab a slice and a glass on the 
patio and watch the parade of humanity pass 
by. (Heaven knows that’s more pleasant in 
the Arts District than in Good Pie’s previous 
Pawn Plaza location).

Pizza comes in several varieties — the 
round, thin-crust Brooklyn; the rectangular, 
thick-crust Sicilian; the somewhere-in-be-
tween Detroit; and the mega-sized Grandma. 

Good Pie’s white pizza remains among the 
finest in the land, and not just because the 
little piped-on Ricotta rosettes are the 
culinary equivalent of rhinestone buttons 
or racing stripes. But not every pie delivers 
the expected: The Good Hot starts with 
pepperoni and sausage, but then adds chili 
flakes, jalapeños, and hot honey that pop 
little spikes of heat into the creamy melt-
ed mozzarella — not enough to burn, but 
enough to make sure you’re awake.

Another new location for an old favorite 
is Pizza Forte (4700 S. Maryland Parkway 
#110, pizza-forte.com), the pizzeria by the 
Ferraro family of Ferraro’s Italian Restau-
rant & Wine Bar. Pizza Forte has opened 
an outpost across from UNLV, ideal for 
grabbing a quick slice or pie, which comes 
in two variations that honor the two great 
pizza origin cities: Rome and New York. 
The Roman is square, with a thick, golden, 
crunchy crust that can carry piles of toppings 
both in terms of taste and tensile strength, 
although your basic cup pepperoni topping 
makes for a really nice slice. The New York 
is a thin-crust disc that takes well to dollops 
of pesto and extra mozzarella.

Guerilla Pizza (1675 S. Industrial Road) 
is the latest eatery to take up residence in the 
kitchen space at the Hard Hat Lounge, and 
I sincerely hope they stick around because 
it’s some dang good pizza. The four-slice 
pies are Detroit-style — substantial squares 

slathered in cheese and 
judiciously applied red 
sauce that taste great plain 
or with any of their array 
of toppings, which include 
vegan options. Go clas-
sic with pepper-flecked 
meatball and red onion, 
or weird with pineapple 
and jalapeño. (These are 
chill guys, and they will not 
judge you.) You can pick 
up or eat on site, or do a 
little of both: Have a beer 
and a shot, and appreciate 
that still-fabulous pulp art 
mural over the bar while 
your pie’s in the oven.

I f  y o u  l i k e  y o u r 
while-I’m-waiting-bever-
age-choices to be a bit more 
upscale, Jason James Piz-
za Bistro (8680 W. Warm 
Springs Road, jasonjamespizzabistro.com) 
has an extensive wine list and a number of 
specialty cocktails. Their thin-crust pies 
feature intriguing flavor combinations. The 
prosciutto-and-fig pie is finished with aru-
gula and black pepper honey, like a hip/retro 
rumaki appetizer reimagined as an elegant 
pizza. Their chicken pesto pie combines 
the herbal, floral flavor of basil pesto and 
the salty bite of kalamata olives, while the 
Italian is a preserved-meat variation on basic 
pepperoni pizza, topping marinated tomatoes 
with soppressata and garlic salami.

Another spot pushing toppings to a new 

SLICE OF LIFE
Left, Jason James Pizza Bistro; 

below, the bistro’s popular 
prosciutto and fig pizza
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Our fave slabs  
and slices

CHEESE PIZZA  
AT GUERILLA PIZZA
What? No fabulous preserved 
meats or crazy condiments? 
The plain cheese is the work-
horse of pizzas, mostly viewed 
as a blank canvas or quick 
bite. But the one at Guerilla 
Pies is special. There is an 
almost-spicy something to the 
cheese, which is caramelized 
almost up to the edge of the 
chewy-yet-crunchy crust. It’s 
a plain slice the same way a 
Chanel suit is a plain outfit. 

PIZZA BIANCO  
AT GEMMA GEMMA
Gemma Gemma puts a few 
graceful twists on the old-

school white pizza. There’s 
the caramelized golden crust 
and the dollops of ricotta 
atop the mozzarella, sure, 
but there’s also a scattering 
of toasted pistachios and 
a drizzling of honey. It’s a 
combination of sweet-sa-
vory-sugar-salt that appeals 
to every taste bud.

JOHNNY BE GOOD  
AT GOOD PIE 
Named in honor of Metro 
Pizza’s head pizzaiolo, John 
Arena, the Johnny Be Good 
is a blend of classic Italian 
tastes that comes right to 
the edge of over-the-top. 
There’s a bottom of mozza-
rella and a topping of fresh 
parmesan, dollops of sau-
sage and a blend of roasted 

mushrooms, caramelized 
onions and fresh garlic and 
basil. It gives you everything 
you want on a pizza, but 
each flavor stands out in 
every bite.

BIG TEX  
AT HEAVENLY PIES
A pizza that basically 
ignores all the rules of 
pizza, which is part of its 
charm. The sauce is more 
sweet onion barbecue than 
tomato red, the cheese more 
Gorgonzola than mozzarel-
la and, instead of basil or 
parsley, there’s cilantro and 
pickled okra. It’s a hybrid of 
the prosaic and the exotic, 
barbecue and charcuterie, 
Thai and Mexican and Texan, 
and it’s damn delicious. LTR

level is Heavenly Pies (11370 S. Highlands 
Parkway #110, heavenlypies.com), created 
by James Beard Award-winning Chef Lu-
ciano Pellegrini (of Valentino and Marché 
Bacchus) and his cousin, Chef David Ryan 
Brister. There’s an extensive menu of Italian 
delights, and the gourmet flair carries over 
to the pizzas, which have a thin crust with 
the crunch. You can add your own selection 
of extras (an astonishing array from burrata 
to broccoli to braised ribs and cabbage) or 
try one of their artfully composed signature 
pies. An example of their sophisticated flavor 
compositions would be the Heavenly: truffle 
tomato sauce and porcini mushrooms give 
it a rich, earthy flavor balanced by creamy-
sweet brie, spicy speck, and finished with 
a hint of bitterness from escarole. The 
Emiliana has ham, cotechino, and lovely 
discs of prosciutto given a savory-sweet 
finish with balsamic syrup.

Graffiti Bao Chef Marc Marrone’s newest 
project is Gemma Gemma (7355 S. Buffalo 
Drive, gemmagemmapizza.com). Rather 
than a large pie that’s sliced up, their pizza 
comes in six-inch squares, so you get a 
nice cheese-meets-crust edge all the way 
around. (A large pie is just four small pies 
pushed together.) The cheese pizza isn’t 
just cheese or extra cheese, it’s epic yowza 
cheese, slathered thick and creamy from 
edge to edge. The Vodka Pep is a classic 
pepperoni pie that gets a welcome tweak 
from vodka sauce, while the Ol’ Sausage 
has bits of spicy meat with slivers of red 
onion and yellow pepper. Gemma Gemma is 
located inside Graffiti Bao so, yes, you can get G
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two kinds of takeout at once if 
your household has reached an 
Italian/Asian dining impasse.

Another single-stop/multi-
ple-menu takeout spot is the 
Vegas Test Kitchen, which 
houses several pop-up restau-
rants under one roof. The as-
sortment changes over time; 
right now, you can get bagels 
or Bulgarian pastries, sushi or 
shepherd’s pie and, of course, 
pizza. At Vegas Test Kitchen’s 
Yukon Pizza (1020 Fremont 
St. #120, yukonpizza.com), the 
crust comes from an heirloom 
family sourdough starter that’s 
been around longer than the in-
ternet and the automobile. Pies 
are cooked in a wood-fired oven, 
making for a thin, charred crust 
that is more chewy than crispy. 
The Neapolitan Pepperoni is 
topped with thin-sliced pep-
peroni, not the spicier, thicker 
cup kind, so you may want to 
zazz it with some pepper flakes 
or honey. The Grandpa White 
pie achieves a nice contrast 
between the sweetness of the 
ricotta cheese and the smoki-
ness of the crust; the fresh basil 
apparently comes from leaves 
the size of palm fronds, so be 
sure to check your teeth after 
you’re done. ✦

O
ne of the few bright spots for the culinary scene amid the 
pandemic has been how chefs are innovating to serve their 
dishes and connect with diners in the new normal. Ryan 
and Shanice DiMaria’s Yaad Patty is almost exclusively 

sold through social media. (At least until they get their mobile trailer 
up and running.)

With that description, it sounds like the kind of niche, makeshift 
business you might find in New York City or Portland, Los Angeles, or 
Austin. But this is another culinary gem right here in Las Vegas. The 
story begins in Michigan, where Ryan DiMaria, now 29, was working in 
a hotel kitchen. A college student from Jamaica named Shanice, now 27, 
was on an educational exchange that placed her at the same hotel. You 
can imagine what happened next.

In 2015, the couple, now married, moved to Las Vegas, where Shanice 
could advance her career as a computer programmer while her husband 
began working in some of the best restaurants in the city, namely Shawn 
McClain’s Sage and Libertine Social (two casualties of the pandemic) and 

D I N I N G

Flavor Island
What does yaad taste like? A couple with a passion for 

tasty Jamaican patties wants Las Vegas to find out

BY Jason Harris

NO STOPPING THE TOPPING
Good Pie’s Vincent Rotolo preps 

a pie for the oven.

PHOTOGRAPHY   Christopher Smith
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James Trees’ Esther’s Kitchen.
But Ryan always wanted his own business, 

and Shanice missed the taste of home. So 
Yaad Patty was born. “We came here and saw 
a few Jamaican restaurants and a Jamaican 
food truck,” says Shanice, who grew up 
in Trelawny, a parish (think government 
municipality, not church) on the northwest 
side of the island. “I was so excited because I 
saw they had patties and I tried them. They 
were alright, but it just wasn’t right. There 
was something wrong. Either the dough 
wasn’t right or the flavor of the meat inside 
wasn’t right or the texture of the meat, it 
just wasn’t right. No matter where I went, 
I just couldn’t get it how I got it back home 
in Jamaica.”

That’s not to say that the DiMarias 
cracked the patty code right away. “It took 
at least a year-and-a-half to get it right,” 
Ryan says. 

The stakes were higher than you might 
think. While Jamaican patties might not be 
mainstream in Las Vegas, they’re beloved 
by many expat Jamaicans, not to mention 
people who grew up with them in cities like 
New York or Miami. “Growing up, patties 

JAMAICAN ME 
HUNGRY

The DiMaria’s patties 
come in many 

flavors, but all boast 
a signature flaky, 
crunchy dough.

Federally insured by NCUA.

Learn more about our programs or schedule  
an appointment at www.itcu.org.
 

InTouch Credit Union is proud to help support  
our communities through financial education. 
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John Curtas, dining critic, and 
Alexandria Dazlich, foodie and 
director of government affairs 
for the Nevada Restaurant 
Association, on guilty 
pleasures and memorable 
meals in Las Vegas:

John: I’ve never admitted this 
to anybody but my wife. I will 
tell you my guilty pleasure: the 
double cheeseburger at Del 
Taco. Speaking as a food snob 
who’s about nothing but the 
most, pretentious, exclusive 
food, Del Taco makes a mean-
ass cheeseburger. 

Alexandria: I get it! It’s not 
always about having the most 
artisan food. You’ve got your 
Southern food, your comfort 

food, different flavors for every 
day. That’s why the Vegas 
scene is so great. Have you 
checked out Café Berlin?

John: Sausage-fest! Sauerbraten, 
weisswurst, bratwurst, every-
thing! I’m a German freak. Talk 
about spaetzel, potato pancakes, 
and big, thick piece of roast 
beef. It’s the most elementally 
satisfying food in the world!

Alexandria: Their sides are 
even great — they have that red 
cabbage, it’s not too pickly. It’s 
unassuming, but in-your-face. 
Even the decor! Everything’s a 
bench, everything’s utilitarian, 
it’s like, “Here’s your food,” but 
the food is incredible. 

John: We get there about once 

a year, and we have grand time 
— those ice-cold German beers 
are great. But tell me, what’s 
been your most memorable 
meal in Las Vegas?

Alexandria: When I first moved 
Downtown, I just popped into 
Bajamar, and that place blew me 
away. The baja-style tacos, the 
hibiscus lemonade, the calamari 
chicharrónes, and octopus 
tacos. Unbelievably fresh. I was 
scooping up the cabbage after-
wards and licking the sauce!  

John: My most memorable meal 
story: This was 2010 or 2011, 
when Las Vegas Uncork’d was 
our food festival. Everybody 
was here, all the celebrity chefs. 
And I went with the editor of 
Bon Appétit magazine. We had 

a private table at Guy Savoy 
in Caesars Palace. The whole 
restaurant was full of foodies. 
Had a Michelin three-star 
French chef serve us a wild 
eight-pound turbot that’s the 
size of the top of your desk. 
He did a pumpkin soup with 
white truffles. He brought out 
lièvre à la royale, basically a 
rabbit cooked in its own blood. 
Sounds terrible, but it tastes 
like the richest wine sauce 
you’ve ever tasted! Having 
the chef serve us course after 
course with the editor of Bon 
Appétit, and these nationally 
known wine guys and all the 
foodies, for a guy like me, it’s 
like walking on the moon! ✦

Hear more at knpr.org; search 
“things we love”

are a go-to meal,” Shanice says. “In Jamaica, 
there wasn’t any fast food per se, like you 
know how you have Burger King or KFC 
as your own? In Jamaica, our fast food is 
patties. For regular, day-to-day Jamaicans, 
there are patty shops. You can get patties 
really quickly. They are so delicious  and so 
filling. Everybody loves patties.” (For the 
record, more patties and less KFC sounds 
damn good.)

But the dough, the dough, the dough. 
That was the main problem the couple ran 

into when trying to re-create the 
flavors of Shanice’s youth. At their 
best, Jamaican patties offer a flaky crust 
that envelopes a bold filling like beef with 
a hint of Scotch bonnet peppers or curried 
chicken. It might look simple, but executing 
the pocket is hard. 

“There are a lot of layers involved with the 
dough,” Ryan explains. “That’s what gives it 
the flakiness and the crunch, and the method 
of how it’s made is what brings it together. 
Getting the dough worked down to get the 

nice flakiness but not have it be too tough 
or too chewy or too crispy—”

Shanice interjects: “First it was too greasy, 
another time it was too thin. We kept at it 
and kept developing it and it improved and 
improved.” Patty achievement unlocked. 
Along with the traditional beef and curried 
chicken patties, Yaad Patty also offers two 
vegan options — one with Beyond Meat 
and Scotch bonnet, and the other with a 
vegetable medley that includes spinach, 
peas, carrots, and collard greens.

After getting the patties right, the couple 
felt the next step was jerk chicken, which 
features spices imported from Jamaica 
and, just as important, the cooking meth-
od known as “jerk,” which required Ryan 
to rig up a homemade, traditional-style 

jerk vessel. It is through the jerk 
technique (the chef creates holes 
in the protein so the flavor can run 
deep) and the spice blend redolent 
of Scotch bonnet peppers, brown 
sugar, ginger, clove, and allspice 
that the sweet, smoky heat of jerk 

shines through. Not only is the food tasty, 
but it’s also affordable. You can get an entire 
jerk chicken, four patties of your choice, 
plus slaw and dinner rolls for $32. And, get 
this, he delivers to your door.

And the name Yaad Patty? Shanice ex-
plains, “Yaad means home, pretty much. If 
I see another Jamaican here, I’ll say, ‘Hey, 
are you a yaad girl?’ ‘Oh, you’re a yaadie.’ So 
yaad in Jamaican means home.” ✦

YAAD TO THE BONE
Ryan and Shanice 

DiMaria aim to 
evoke the flavors of 
Jamaica with their 

patty business.

❱❱❱ WHAT’S TO LOVE: DINING
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MARYANN GOODSELL 
HOA VP, PECCOLE RANCH

Reducing expenses should be a top priority for any HOA or business.
Replacing useless grass with drip-irrigated plants is a great start;
you could receive thousands of dollars in cash incentives and
reduce your irrigation costs by up to 75 percent. Also, local residents  
surveyed overwhelmingly supported replacing useless grass areas  
with water-smart landscapes.

Call our experts today at 702-862-3740 to learn
how much you can save, or visit snwa.com.

WE SAW 
SUBSTANTIAL 
SAVINGS  
ON OUR  
WATER BILL.

“

Southern Nevada Water Authority is a not-for-profit water agency
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O
ver the 115-year history of Las Vegas, a handful of pivotal 
events has spurred and shaped the community’s rise 
from town to city to metropolis. The granddaddy of 
turning points was, of course, Montana mining mogul 

William A. Clark’s decision to build a railroad between Salt Lake 
City and Los Angeles and to place a depot at Las Vegas. No railroad 
depot, no town of Las Vegas, at least not as early as 1905.

Another critical point was 1931, the year Hoover Dam construction 
began and the Nevada Legislature legalized wide-open gambling. 
The dam project employed thousands of workers and attracted tens 

of thousands of tourists seeking a glimpse of the great engineering 
wonder. Las Vegas may not have recognized the far-reaching effects 
of gambling legalization right away, but that legislative act would 
prove to be the most consequential political decision in the city’s 
history. This is a point in our history most locals have heard about.

Ten years later, Las Vegas saw its next inflection point — one that 
many of us are not as familiar with. Three events in 1941 triggered 
the transition from town to city and built the foundation for the 
metropolis of 2.3 million people we know today. One could say 
modern Las Vegas is marking its 80th anniversary this year.

HISTORY

FROM TOWN TO CITY
Eighty years ago, three developments gave birth to modern Las Vegas

BY Geoff Schumacher
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LAS  VEGAS  A R MY A IR  F IEL D

THE UNITED STATES did not formally join the 
fight against the Axis Powers until after the 
Pearl Harbor attack on December 7, 1941. 
But America contributed money and war 
materials to the Allies as early as 1940. And, 
figuring it was just a matter of time before 
the United States became directly involved, 
the military was getting ready.

In October 1940, Major David M. Schlatter 
of the Army Air Corps scouted several 
Southwestern desert locations for an aerial 
gunnery school. Las Vegas was selected 
because it offered vast uninhabited areas 
north of the town, the ability to train year-
round and an inland location that reduced 
the likelihood of an enemy attack.

Another selling point: Las Vegas had 
an existing airstrip the Army could use, 
northeast of the city. The city acquired 
the airfield from Western Air Express and 
worked out a deal for it to serve as both an 
Army airfield and municipal airport. The 
Army built its runways next to the civilian 
runways.

The Army began construction in March 
1941. The first commanding officer, Col. 
Martinus Stenseth, arrived in May 1941. His 

first office was in the basement of the U.S. 
Post Office and Courthouse in Downtown 
Las Vegas. (This building today houses the 
Mob Museum.) From this temporary base of 
operations, Stenseth and his junior officers 
designed the gunnery school curriculum.

Since the base had to be constructed from 
scratch, it was a massive endeavor. Besides 
the runways, crews built 173 buildings and 
installed electrical lines, sewer and water 
systems, and the technical equipment need-
ed for a cutting-edge military operation.

By July 1941, more than 800 enlisted 
men were stationed at the fledgling base, 
moving into the newly constructed barracks 
and helping to build other structures. After 
Pearl Harbor, the Las Vegas Army Air Field 
expanded dramatically. In 1942, its first full 
year in operation, the airfield graduated 
9,117 gunners.

The base’s impact on Las Vegas cannot be 
overstated. At its peak in 1943 and ’44, the 
airfield hosted more than 15,000 enlisted 
men and women, all of whom spent money in 
area stores, restaurants, theaters, bars, and 
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AIR SUPPORT Opposite page: A B-29 
gunnery trainer from 1944 at the future 
Nellis Air Force Base. Right: An F-86 
aircraft flies over the gunnery range near 
Indian Springs. Below: Military officials 
pose with Las Vegas Mayor Ernie Cragin 
and Nevada Congressman Berkeley 
Bunker at the Las Vegas Army Gunnery 
School headquarters.



32  |  D E S E R T  C O M PA N I O N   .   S P R I N G  2 0 2 1

HISTORY

casinos. Senior enlisted men were allowed 
to live off the base with their wives, creating 
a pressing demand for housing.

After the Air Force became a separate 
department from the Army in 1947, the Las 
Vegas Army Air Field was renamed the Las 
Vegas Air Force Base. In 1950, it adopted 
the name it retains today: Nellis Air Force 
Base, named after a fighter pilot who died 
in World War II.

BASIC  MAGNESIUM

WHILE A MILITARY operation sprouted north-
east of Las Vegas, another war-related project 
was gearing up across the valley. Basic 
Magnesium Incorporated was created to 
produce magnesium, a lightweight metal 
that, when incorporated into the structure 
of aircraft, increased their speed and ma-
neuverability. Magnesium also was used in 
bombs, flares, and tracer bullets.

The man with the magnesium plan was 
Howard Eells of Cleveland. In 1936, Eells 
discovered rich magnesite deposits in north-
ern Nye County. He originally wanted the 
magnesite to produce furnace bricks, but as 
war raged in Europe, he recognized the value 

of his discovery to America’s 
military buildup.

Eells partnered with a British 
company to build the plant. The 
U.S. government, through the 
Defense Plant Corporation, 
invested $130 million in the 
project. Eells decided to build 
about 20 miles southeast of 
Las Vegas. Why there? It was 
close to Hoover Dam, which 
could provide abundant water 
and electricity, and not too far 
from Las Vegas, which had the 
railroad.

Construction started in 
September 1941. By Decem-
ber, more than 2,700 men were 
working at the site. The numbers soared 
from there, reaching a peak of 13,000 in 
1942. Rancho Drive was built so the trucks 
carrying magnesite ore 350 miles from the 
Nye County mine would not destroy existing 
city streets.

With the Army Air Field and Basic 
Magnesium drawing thousands of people 
to Las Vegas, the housing shortage was 
severe. In November 1941, the Las Vegas 

Review-Journal described the situation: 
“The streets are full. People are sleeping in 
their cars. You can’t get a hotel room for love 
or money. Boom town. Big money. The talk 
is on every corner.” The city’s landlords took 
full advantage, jacking up rents four times 
what they had been just a year before. One 
imported worker remarked, “We’ll never 
leave the state with a dollar we’ve earned. 
It all goes just to live.”

MAGIC METAL
Opposite page, top: 

Workers produce 
sheet metal at a 

Basic Magnesium 
factory site. 

Bottom: Worker 
housing and water 
pipelines were part 

of the BMI plant 
infrastructure. 

This page, top: 
Crews erect the 

base structure of 
the Basic  

Magnesium Inc.  
industrial complex.

Bottom: An exterior 
view of the Basic 
Magnesium plant.
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Basic Magnesium eventually built 
housing for its employees, including 1,000 
single-family homes, many of which are still 
occupied even though they were originally 
considered temporary structures and built 
on wooden foundations. Eventually, the 
facility became the hub of chemical and 
metallurgical companies it is today.

Just as with the Army Air Field, Basic 
Magnesium boosted the Las Vegas econ-
omy. But its longer-term effects are more 
important. It led to the creation of the city 
of Henderson, which today is the state’s 
second-largest municipality. It recruited 
thousands of African Americans to work 
at the plant, dramatically diversifying the 
community. Although segregation was 
prevalent in Las Vegas at the time, the influx 
of Black workers would be instrumental to 
future civil rights efforts. And the plant built 

the first pipeline from Lake Mead to the 
Las Vegas Valley. This simple idea was the 
catalyst for the water-delivery system that 
has allowed Las Vegas to grow far beyond 
the limitations of pumping groundwater.

EL  RANCHO VEGAS

LAS VEGAS DID not capitalize on legalized 
gambling in the 1930s. No one could afford to. 
Thanks largely to the Hoover Dam project, 
the Great Depression did not hit Las Vegas 
as hard as many other places. But Las Vegas 
did struggle, especially after Hoover Dam was 
completed in 1936. Small casinos operated 
Downtown throughout the Depression, 
but who would have had the cash, or been 
able to secure a substantial bank loan, to 
build a casino resort? And if someone had 
managed to build one, he probably would U
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have struggled to find a sufficient customer 
base to keep the till ringing.

Conditions changed with the turn of the 
decade. With growing Hoover Dam tourism 
and news reports about the soon-arriving 
Army airfield and magnesium plant, local 
civic leaders evaluated what the community 
needed to take advantage of the impending 
growth. “Somebody had to break the ice and 
start building large hotels with many rooms 
so that tourists would be persuaded not only 
to come to Las Vegas, but to stay there,” wrote 
Ed Reid in Las Vegas: City Without Clocks.

According to a popular legend, in 1940 
a California hotel-builder named Thomas 
Hull and a friend were driving on Highway 
91 toward Los Angeles when their car got a 
flat tire just south of the Las Vegas city limits. 
While the friend hitchhiked back to town 
to seek assistance, Hull waited beside the 
highway and counted the cars going by. As 
Katharine Best and Katharine Hillyer claim 
in their 1955 book Las Vegas Playtown U.S.A., 
“An hour of this and he became convinced 
that the mesquite and sage-stippled fright of 
a desert behind him was a mighty wholesome 
spot for a luxury hotel.”

That’s a clever origin story, but it bears 
little resemblance to what really happened. 

Top: The El Rancho 
hotel, with its iconic 
windmill. The  
property was  
situated on the  
corner of what 
would later be 
Sahara Ave. and Las 
Vegas Boulevard.

Left: From left, 
Harry Manente, 
El Rancho owner 
Thomas Hull, and 
businessman Cyril 
Wengert. The note 
from Hull at the top 
of the photo reads: 
“Thank you Cyril for 
your good help.”
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In fact, Hull first expressed interest in build-
ing a Las Vegas hotel as early as 1938. Las 
Vegas business leaders Robert Griffith and 
Big Jim Cashman, patriarch of the family 
that remains active in the community today, 
encouraged Hull to make the investment. 
However, Hull did not secure financing for 
the venture until 1940 — in other words, 
not until news of the soon-arriving Army 
Air Field and magnesium plant surfaced.

Hull chose not to build within the city 
limits. Instead, he bought an affordable 
piece of land on Highway 91 south of San 
Francisco Street (now Sahara Avenue), just 
outside the city boundary. There, he would 
not be subject to city taxes and regulations.

Hull’s Western-themed El Rancho Vegas, 
with 50 rooms, restaurants, theater, casino, 
and swimming pool, opened on April 3, 
1941. It was the first of many sprawling 
resorts built along Highway 91, which before 
long became known as the Las Vegas Strip. 
(It’s worth noting that 1941 saw the casino 
industry expand Downtown as well, with 
the debut of the El Cortez at Fremont and 
Sixth streets.)

The Census Bureau counted 8,422 people 
in Las Vegas in 1940. It recorded 24,624 in 
1950. That’s a 192.4 percent increase. No 
decade since has come close to that rate 
of growth. It all started in 1941 with the 
Army Air Field, Basic Magnesium, and El 
Rancho Vegas.

The confluence of these developments 
transformed Las Vegas physically and psy-
chologically. Las Vegas began to see itself 
as an entity that expanded far beyond the 
fairly narrow city boundaries. And visions 
for the community became bigger and 
broader than ever before. 

Community leaders in 1941 could not pos-
sibly have imagined what Las Vegas would 
become in the 21st century, but whatever 
doubts and insecurities they had concerning 
the city’s prospects were cast aside in favor 
of a more bullish mindset. Although the end 
of World War II raised concerns that the 
military base and magnesium plant could be 
shuttered, thanks largely to local initiative 
and political clout, those facilities survived 
and continued to grow.

Luck has played a major role in shaping 
Nevada. Las Vegas enjoyed a lucky streak 
in 1941 that had a metamorphic effect and 
continues to influence the community 
today. ✦

Geoff Schumacher is the author of Sun, Sin & 
Suburbia: The History of Modern Las Vegas 
and vice president of exhibits and programs 
for the Mob Museum. 
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E
verybody’s happy with take 52, the 
dragon cave scene. The cameraman, 
the sound guy, Jerry Thompson, 
who’s cinematographer and codi-

rector on this project — a short film called 
Sword Of — and his brother, Scott Thompson, 
who’s playing one of the two main characters. 

“That was good,” Jerry says. “We’re good.”
Everyone, that is, except a third brother, 

Mike Thompson, who isn’t so sure. “Let’s do 
one more, just for me,” Mike says. 

No one argues. Besides playing the second 
of the two main characters, Mike is also 
the writer and codirector; he gets final 

say. On that “one more” take, Scott flubs a 
line. They have to do it again. Then, a spare 
camera battery has to be fetched from a car. 
The “cave” (a drainage tunnel near Angel 
Park off Durango and Alta) is dark, and 
Jerry starts mulling different approaches 
to lighting. While they wait, Mike and Scott 
chat about the tone of their characters’ 
exchange: “You’re getting quieter, because 
you’re losing this argument,” Mike says, “and 
that’s sad, ’cause you should win.”

The more times they shoot the scene, 
the more they refine movements, dialog, 
camera position. It’s a small crew, and all of 
them appear relaxed in the way you get when 
you’re focused on something interesting. All 
chime in occasionally and pay attention when 
others do. They joke about not stepping on 
the used condoms in the drainage tunnel. 
It seems like a half-dozen buddies doing a 
project for fun on a Sunday afternoon, albeit 
with really expensive equipment. By take 48, 
the shot is perfect. They all agree.

PROFILE

SORT OF SPECIAL
The Thompson brothers set out to make a short fantasy 
film about a magic sword. It turned out to be the perfect 
commentary on 2020
BY Heidi Kyser 
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Brothers in arms: 
From left, Jerry 
Thompson, Mike 
Thompson, and 
Scott Thompson of 
Light Forge Studios.

This is how the Thompson 
brothers roll: collaborative, 
easygoing, yet professional. It’s 
why people in the Vegas film 
business know the brothers’ 
studio, Light Forge, can be re-
lied on for good productions. 
Light Forge’s reputation fuels 
a steady stream of commercial 
work that funds artistic en-
deavors like this one. Sword Of 
won’t make any money, but it 
will be creatively satisfying — 
and may even add to the pile 
of awards the Thompsons have 
racked up for similar work over 
the past decade. 

All three brothers, Jerry, 
Mike, and Scott, can do all the 
jobs involved in making a film, 
but Mike is the driving force 
behind this one. He brings an 
adventurous energy to every 
scene, gamely donning each 
added layer of his character’s 
thrift-store sci-fi costume 

despite the unusually harsh mid-October 
heat, trotting up the drainage ditch to the 
mouth of the “cave” with a hint of the child-
ish enthusiasm his character epitomizes 
as he charges into it, sword aloft, to slay 
the dragon. It’s partly because he’s acting, 
of course, and partly because the crew is 
on a tight deadline to make their goal of 
submitting the film to the Damn Short Film 
Festival by its November 1 deadline. 

More importantly, though, the piece is 
genuinely meaningful to Mike. Sword Of 
is very short — fewer than four minutes, 
including credits — and funny, but it’s also 
the product of the world in which it was 
made. Working on it was one small way for 
Mike to process the stress of 2020. None of 
us could slay the pandemic, political turmoil, 
or social unrest — but a filmmaker could, at 
least, turn them into a dragon, lurking at the 
back of a drainage ditch off Durango Drive, 
that’s no match for a guy with a sword made 
from a falling star.

It’s Just Like That
Feeling You Get
When You Reach
The Top.
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‘ THE  T R U T H IS  BROKEN’

MIKE THOMPSON HAD Sword Of’s under-
lying idea in his head for a while, but 
he actually sat down and wrote it just 
after the COVID-19 lockdown started 
in mid-March 2020. 

“I had the time and energy,” he says. 
“So, I thought, ‘Man, I ought to finish 
this short!’ And it’s an easy short to 
shoot, but a very difficult short in 
post-(production), which is a good 
pandemic short, because every shot 
has a special effect, so we can do it at 
the desk.”

A plot summary will elucidate what 
he means. (Alert! Spoilers ahead.) 
Sword Of is, essentially, a conversation 
between two friends, Steve and Carl, 
after they witness a heavenly body 
falling to Earth. Steve and Carl are 
archetypes: the former, all imagination 
and passion; the latter, science and 
reason. They interpret the fallen object 
accordingly. Where Carl identifies 
a meteorite, Steve sees a star — and 
the raw material for a glowing sword 
which, once made, opens the door to 
fabulous conquests. As their conversation 
progresses, so does Steve’s delusion. But 
the film humors him, its comedy/fantasy 
genre providing the dragons, wizards, and 
bat swarms needed to justify the magical 
weapon. In the end, Carl is forced to concede 
that Steve was right about the star. Well, at 
least, sort of … (get it?)

The piece’s compactness made it a good fit 
for pandemic protocols. Jerry, 
Mike, and Scott have all acted; 
you may remember Jerry as 
Thor, the title character in 
the Thompson brothers’ first 
feature film, Thor at the Bus 
Stop; Mike and Scott also act-
ed in that one (and Mike and 
Jerry cowrote and codirected). 
Though the brothers hadn’t 
acted in a while, Mike felt Steve 
and Carl’s voices were a good fit 
for him and Scott. The Thomp-
sons and Light Forge’s four oth-
er employees have maintained a 
work bubble since the lockdown started, so 
they were able to provide most of the crew. 
Risk was minimized for the few other, out-
side participants by shoots being outdoors 
and mandatory masks and distancing. The 
film had several locations, but each scene 
was less than a minute long. As Mike noted, 
the real work came at the end, when Jerry 
added the special effects, a job that he says 

took him five 10- to 15-hour days.
But it’s the content that makes Sword 

Of a truly 2020 tale. Talking about the 
project in September, Mike described it 
in lighthearted tones: “The theme is how 
hard it is to argue right now, but it’s a fun 
version, and there’s no real resolution. It’s 
just two people who are really passionate 
and pretty sure they’re right.” 

When we met on January 7, 
after the film had been officially 
accepted into the Dam Short 
Film Festival, it was impossible 
not to see things differently. 
That was the day after insur-
rectionists had stormed the U.S. 
Capitol building, heeding calls 
fueled by conspiracy theories 
and pursuing a foe that was 
no more real than a dragon in 
a drainage ditch. In outland-
ish costumes and brandishing 
fantastic weapons, a few of the 
insurrectionists became uncan-

nily Steve-like social media celebrities. But 
the mob’s threats of hanging members of 
Congress on gallows improvised out of the 
scaffolding put there for incoming President 
Joe Biden’s inauguration weren’t funny; 
nor were the five deaths that occurred as a 
result of the riot.

Between the film’s conception and its 
final cut, Mike changed the characters’ 

names from Steve and Carl to The Voice 
of Reason and Joyful Ignorance. He says: 
“I think there’s this argument of logic and 
passion that’s always happening, especially 
right now, where your passion isn’t factual. 
It’s just passion. Passion is good, but logic 
loses to it, unfortunately. Logic will always 
be quieter and softer and less persuasive. … 
In the short, the truth is broken. The star is 
star-shaped, and it shouldn’t be. When logic 
sees that, it’s gut-wrenching for him, because 
he knows he’s right — the audience knows 
he’s right — but he appears wrong. To me, 
it’s beautiful and funny. Or, it’s depressing, 
and that’s how I deal with it.”

When he wrote Sword Of, Mike didn’t 
foresee a bunch of angry, weapons-obsessed 
people storming the Capitol 10 months later. 
What he had in mind was more personal: 
the political arguments he’d been having 
with loved ones. Like with Thor at the Bus 
Stop, Passenger Seat, and some of Mike’s 
other scripts, Sword Of pokes fun at a type 
of person he knows intimately, but it does 
so with affection, trying to capture their 
point of view.

And it portrays them as harmless. Joyful 
Ignorance embodies “the bliss of believing 
you know the answer without doing any 
real research, just feeling it and running 
with it at full speed,” Mike says. “You can’t 
prove them wrong, and they’re having the 
time of their lives.”

“The theme is 
how hard it is 
to argue right 
now, but it’s a 
fun version, 
and there’s no 
real resolution. 
It’s just two 
people who 
are passionate 
and pretty sure 
they’re right.”
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‘AR GU ING ALWAYS MAKES 
SOMET HIN G BETTER ’

SWORD OF IS classic Thompson brothers — 
poignant but fun. Almost all their work, both 
artistic and commercial, has a whimsical or 
silly feel, if it’s not straight-up comedy. This 
is no accident. Light Forge’s work culture 
helps to shape its work product. And that 
culture flows from Jerry, Mike, and Scott. 

As he sits down at a large conference table 
in the back of company’s studio near the 
Orleans, Jerry describes how the business 
started in one small unit and gradually 
grew into four, taking over spaces from 
adjacent renters. His older-brother pride 
is not misplaced. If it weren’t for him, Light 
Forge wouldn’t exist.

While he was studying biochemistry at 
UNLV, Jerry took a job drawing caricatures 
at the Excalibur. “I started making adult-
sized money doing that, and I realized I 
could make a living while enjoying my 
life,” he says. His senior year, he switched 

his major to film. It took an extra year to 
graduate — time well-spent. 

 Mike remembers watching his older 
brother edit films on Final Cut Pro. It was 
around the time nonlinear digital editing 
replaced the old cut-and-paste analog 
method, and he took to it immediately as 
a storytelling medium. While still in high 
school, Mike started helping Jerry edit 
films and attended UNLV’s Spring Flicks 
film festival, where he fell in love with the 
community. After graduation, he followed 
in Jerry’s footsteps, enrolling as a film major 
just as his older brother was finishing up. 
Scott, the youngest of the three, kept the 
trend going: apprenticing with his older 
brothers and then going to UNLV to study 
film, too.

The entire family isn’t in the business 
— there are two other brothers who aren’t 
filmmakers — but it’s not surprising three 
of them ended up there. Their father, 
Gary Thompson, is a retired photojour-
nalist who spent 35 years at the Las 
Vegas Review- Journal (he took those 
iconic pictures of the 1980 MGM Grand 
fire). Jerry and his cousins, brothers, 
and friends would borrow other people’s 
video cameras to make movies until Jerry 
got his own when he was in high school. 
The brothers also acted, drew, and wrote 
stories growing up — all pursuits their 
parents encouraged. 

It’s a family business in other ways, too, 
with various members playing supporting 
roles. Gary Thompson appears briefly in 

Quest without rest: The Thompson 
brothers with other crew members 
in various stages of shooting Sword 
Of, including (opposite page) their 
father Gary Thompson, who plays a 
wizard in the short film.



42  |  D E S E R T  C O M PA N I O N   .   S P R I N G  2 0 2 1

Sword Of  (his second turn 
as a wizard in his sons’ 
movies); Jennifer Autry, 
Jerry’s girlfriend, was a 
production assistant on 
the shoot; Mike’s wife, 
Megan Wingerter, a vio-
linist who plays with the 
bands A Crowd of Small 
Adventures and Dusty 
Sunshine, wrote the film’s 

original song with Eric Rickey.
Light Forge feels a bit like a brotherhood. 

As Mike and Jerry sit at the conference table 

going over the script to figure out staging, it 
takes them nearly 20 minutes to agree on 
how the opening scene, where the meteor 
lands, should look. At one point, Jerry sug-
gests “a light rewrite” of Mike’s dialog would 
make better sense. Mike rebuffs a couple 
of Jerry’s suggestions for camera angles. 
But they don’t get frustrated or raise their 
voices. They’re just working out a problem. 
In the end, they go with a different idea than 
either of them had originally envisioned, 
and both like it better. 

“On shoots, we might have disagreements 
about decisions,” Mike says. “There are a 
million decisions that have to be made. We 
all have our own thoughts beforehand, and 
it’s better to talk things out. Arguing always 
makes something better.”

This attitude extends beyond the core 
team. As the Sword Of crew made its way 
to its fourth location on shooting day, two 
new people from the local film community 
showed up to help get full coverage of the 
meteorite shot. They didn’t just bring extra 
equipment; they also had fresh perspec-
tives and opinions, which the Thompsons 
welcomed. 

“There are  
a million  
decisions that 
have to be made. 
We all have our 
own thoughts 
beforehand, 
and it’s better to 
talk things out. 
Arguing always 
makes  
something 
better.”

PROFILE

Words of wisdom: Mike Thompson 
consults the Sword Of script during 
a shoot.
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“Some directors get mad if you talk on 
set,” Mike says. “We’re not like that. If you 
have an idea, just say it. These things we’re 
making are for fun, so it really is about just 
collaborating with talented people and 
having fun and trying to make something 
fun, which you can’t do in a controlled 
environment.”

“That vibe is particular to them,” says 
local filmmaker and comedian Jason 
Harris, who says he collaborates with 

the Thompsons multiple times per year. 
“It’s one reason why I like working with 
them. There’s always a certain amount 
of chaos on a film, and people handle it 
in different ways, but Jerry is very calm 
about it, which lends itself to a better 
creative experience.”

Harris adds that the Thompsons stand 
out in the small Vegas film world by being a 
“soup-to-nuts” shop that can take a project 
from writing through post-production. As 

for what distinguishes each brother from 
the others, he says, “Any of them can do 
any other thing. But Jerry has been the 
director of photography for a lot of my 
projects … whereas Mike, I might ask him 
about a performance or how to move from 
shot to shot. Scott is an all-hands-on-deck 
kind of guy, welcome on any crew. He’s done 
everything.”

What’s more, Harris says, the Thomp-
sons’ specialties, “move into each other.” 
Mike’s good direction is made even better 
by Jerry’s good cinematography. Jerry’s 
cinematography is improved by Scott’s good 
camera work. And so on. 

Las Vegas itself, the brothers’ home, is 
also key to their style. It figures prominent-
ly in their artistic work — Mike discusses 
the desert and sunset as key elements in 
Sword Of; Thor at the Bus Stop is like a guid-
ed tour of the Thompsons’ neighborhood. 
And their commercial reel features shots 
of Strip acrobats, Red Rock Canyon, Popo-
vich Comedy Pet Theater, and boisterous 
real estate agents. These aren’t just local 
tropes, but also their clients, the reason 
Light Forge is so busy that it’s grown to a 
staff of nine.

Mike says working here comes with a 
certain freedom. “In Vegas, it’s so chill,” 
he says. “We shot a music video at a flower 
shop on Water Street in Henderson one 
time. We just kind of knocked on the door 
and were like, ‘Can we shoot here?’ And 
they were like, ‘Yeah.’ You can’t do that 
someplace like L.A.”

There’s no telling how long this might 
last — for Vegas or the Thompsons. Vegas 
hasn’t produced a nationally recognized 
filmmaker, like the Killers of the film indus-
try … yet. But with external forces such as the 
pandemic and on-demand viewing putting 
extraordinary pressure on film, and Light 
Forge providing the Thompsons a steady 
stream of interesting work, the Thompsons 
are happy where they are. 

“I love it,” Mike says. “Every day is differ-
ent. … You meet a new person every day, go 
to a new place. At first it was a little stressful, 
but after you dive in so many times, nothing 
surprises you anymore. You just show up 
confident in your ability to make it good. 
You just show up to make art.” ✦

DAM SHORT, DAM GOOD: The Dam Short 
Film Festival took place virtually Feb. 11-15, 
but many of its livestreamed, recorded  
events are still available to watch. For more  
information, visit damshortfilm.org.



Clinical Research at  
Comprehensive has led to

100 New FDA Approved  
Cancer Treatments

cccnevada.com • 702.952.3350

This means more precious moments with my grandkids.
Comprehensive Cancer Centers has participated in the development of 100 new 
FDA approved cancer treatments. With 170 ongoing clinical research studies, 
right here in Southern Nevada, we are entering a new age in cancer treatment —  
where people are no longer entrenched in their battle against cancer, but 
instead living with cancer. These new cancer therapies are increasing the 
quality of life for our patients and their families, and most importantly, giving 
them the opportunity to live their lives to the fullest.
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Advertising 
Opportunities 

Quality content  

172,000 readers per issue   

Audited printing and distribution  

This is advertising that works!

 

Call Today
702-259-7813

Jaguar/Land Rover Las Vegas

THE NEW JAGUAR F-TYPE 

REDESIGNED TO THRILL.

Dramatic proportions define the stunning 2021 Jaguar F-TYPE. Its eye-catching contours are 

enhanced by graceful, slimline LED headlights that frame the redesigned grille. Inside, a driver-

focused configurable digital instrument panel complements details like embossed headrests 

and engraved metallic badging. And an available 575 hp 5.0-liter supercharged V8 under the 

resculpted hood ensures the F-TYPE is as gratifying 

to drive as it is to admire. Visceral performance meets 

unmistakable Jaguar style. To experience the F-TYPE 

for yourself, visit Jaguar Land Rover Las Vegas for a 

test drive today.

702.579.0400 
jlrlv.com

Table 34 
Featuring Chef Wes Kendrick’s contemporary 

American cuisine including fresh fish, wild 

game, duck and lamb,  Certified Angus Beef 

and comfort food classics.

Conveniently located off the 215 and Warm 

Springs. Serving dinner Tuesday - Saturday 

and Lunch Monday - Friday.

600 E Warm Springs Road 
702-263-0034



REJOICE.

THE FOCUS ON NEVADA
PHOTO CONTEST IS BACK.
(with $4,000 in prizes!)

B C
CAMERA
& or visit

desertcompanion.com





Your Valley › YOUR CARE
T H E  V A L L E Y  H E A L T H  S Y S T E M

Physicians are independent practitioners who are not employees or agents of Centennial Hills Hospital Medical Center. The hospital shall not be liable for actions or treatments provided by physicians. For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website.  210183-8359  1/21

Learn more about our  
expanded childbirth services at  
centennialhillshospital.com/maternity

Welcome to the Birthplace  
at Centennial Hills Hospital …  
now open in  
our new  
Patient Tower

Our Birthplace has an obstetrician 
on-site 24/7 and options like water 
laboring tubs to support your 
individual birth plan. If your baby 
needs special care in the neonatal 
intensive care unit, secure NICVIEW® 
cameras help you stay close and 
connected in real time. 

Having a baby is one of life’s 
most special moments. As you 
await your new arrival, Centennial 
Hills Hospital is here for you with a 
brand-new Birthplace and a caring staff 
dedicated to your baby’s healthy and safe 
delivery. All of our private maternity suites are 
equipped for you to undergo labor, delivery and 
recovery in one calming space. Each room offers 
technologically advanced equipment and little 
luxuries to help make your birth experience as 
comfortable as it can be.

6900 North Durango Drive • Las Vegas, NV 89149

702-835-9700



There are some things that you can’t help but be drawn towards, even if your instincts tell you otherwise. The Range 
Rover Velar with its bold stance and slender full LED headlights may appear rather intimidating. But inside, it’s a 
welcoming sanctuary you can’t help but enter. A truly compelling design, inside and out, that can’t help but captivate 
you. And of course, it’s a Land Rover vehicle with unrivaled capability. To experience the 2021 Range Rover Velar for 
yourself, visit Jaguar Land Rover Las Vegas for a test drive today.

EVERY ROAD HAS A STORY TO TELL.
RANGE ROVER VELAR

Jaguar Land Rover Las Vegas
6425 Roy Horn Way, Las Vegas, NV 89118
702.579.0400     www.jlrlv.com



Reasons to Love Las Vegas
Sure, there are plenty of obvious reasons to love Las Vegas — weather, dining, nightlife, 

the outdoors. But tough times call for quirky feature packages highlighting less  
apparent, more elusive reasons to embrace your city. Whether it’s old strip malls,  

swanky seniors, simple suburban pleasures, or Nicolas Cage (!), you’re sure  
to find plenty to love in the pages ahead. Mwah!
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Still Lands 
Run Deep

On the life lessons the desert  
southwest has taught me

BY JOHN ZABLOCKI 

I 
am most lonely in the company of others. I’ve found the oppo-
site to be true as well, that I feel closest and most connected 
with people when I am alone. 

People are always hiding themselves from one another. 
And often hiding from themselves as well. I am guilty of this. We 
all are. But in everyday conversations, I find it a painful ritual to 
unspeak my true thoughts and speak my unthoughts. So much of 
our communication is implicit, something to decipher or decode. 
Why can’t we just say what we mean? Why must we chase so many 
mirages instead? I suspect the answer has something to do with 
the fear of disappointment. The fear that behind the curtain of 
good humor lies an empty stage of despair. That we are less than 
we appear to be.

I’ve never made a petroglyph, but I understand the impulse. Out 
in the desert, I etch into the stone of my mind things that caught 
my eye in everyday life: An awkward moment in conversation. A 
certain look. An unexpected smile. A little peek behind the curtains 
and costumes of our daily theater. I hold onto these images like 
still life paintings. But life is not still, and in the moment, it is hard 
to hold onto signals through the noise. These flashes of what lies 

This week on Las Vegas Boulevard, dealers are sanitizing dice, 
chips, and cards, then doing it again. Housekeepers are sealing off 
cleaned hotel rooms with red tape. Security guards are socially 
distancing midweek brawls. Welcome to pandemic Las Vegas, 
where every time a slot machine rings, a casino worker tells a 
tourist to please put your mask back on. 

Lockdowns, canceled conventions, and occupancy restrictions 
have dealt our frontline workers a particularly ugly hand. Hospi-
tality work has always been hard, but behind the casino curtain, 
the shifts have been particularly brutal. Due to changing health 
regulations, bartenders are making do with half their garnishes. 
(Mojito, no mint, anyone?) Cocktail servers are wearing the 
strongest nylons and the glitteriest PPE. In restaurants across 
casinos, front-of-house servers are chipping-in twenties at the end 
of the night to cover whichever coworker suffers the most stiffs.

Making yet another round on an empty casino floor is the 
definition of perseverance. Waiting for managers to call with 
news of available shifts takes patience. Creating a memorable 
experience, even for difficult guests who deserve to be forgotten, 
requires forgiveness. Getting a swab stuffed up your nose every 
two weeks just to go to work and get paid requires a thick skin 
(and tough nostrils). To keep welcoming strangers into your 
section, your workplace, and your city during a pandemic with 
only one expectation — Enjoy! — takes a kind of grit and resilience 
that is the real “on-brand” Vegas. 

Without the hospitality workers who are keeping our economy 
alive, what would happen to the rest of us? While I work from 
home in disheveled hair and sweatpants, my former coworkers 
keep clocking in, despite the bullshit, so that the rest of the world 
continues to find our city fabulous. They’re the reason why you 
can already hear the voices of the vaccinated plotting: When this 
pandemic is over, they’re all coming to Vegas.  Brittany Bronson

OUR UNSUNG  
HOSPITALITY WORKERS
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beneath most often come to me when I’m 
expected to speak. Decorum dictates that 
I finish my sentence, and move on to the 
next. Expectation pushes reality past me, 
further out of reach, and I feel like a weary 
traveler arriving at the platform only to 
see the train sailing out of the station. 
Loneliness sets in. No sense in chasing that 
train. You’ll just have to wait for the next 
one. There’s plenty of small talk to be had 
in the meantime. I’m good, how are you?

I feel overwhelmed by the show. The 
lights. The noise. The whole production 
of our daily dramas. Of having to remem-
ber my lines, play my part, and interpret 
the performances of others. Of having to 
audition. It is too much, this theater of 
abundance. And I tire of it.

The desert has little of this. It is quiet 
and still and big and empty. It’s desolate, 
with the only superficial signs of life being 
scrub and crust. Promises of abundance aren’t tolerated. If it looks 
too good to be true, it is. Naivete will kill you. Find yourself thirsty, 
and a glib belief in the presence of water just around the corner 
will desiccate your existence in pursuit of it. That’s what mirages 
are. Pray for water instead, and your wish will be rewarded by a 
torrent, a flash flood in a dry wash pulverizing you with the reality 
of your unearned reward. So it is in deserts. You die either by thirst 
or drowning. Survival depends on expecting little, listening much, 
and searching for what is rather than what seems. 

There are no canned experiences to be had in the desert. No wildlife 
safari tours. No Old Faithfuls. The desert is a teaching landscape. It 
is not a telling one. Its wisdom sits in places, not in words.  

Its rivers flow underground. The Mojave’s Amargosa River 
emerges and disappears and emerges. It doesn’t behave like a river 
is supposed to. But you can find what’s going on beneath by looking 
at the subtle clues from above, the context of rock, the subtle shades 
of plants, signs of life bubbling up through the rocks from some vast 
underground sea moving slowly through time.

Water in the desert has to be found. It can’t be granted. But when 
you do find it, it’s worth every drop. Water in America’s driest desert 
reminds you that a little bit is all you ever really needed, and that 
all you needed was the only thing worth ever wanting. 

In the desert, I have felt the closest to the people in my life. It is an 
inescapable physical reminder of just how much wonder is hidden 
from view. The freedom from noise and expectations makes it the 
only place that I’ve ever felt fully able to listen, to look at the context 
of my own life, search for the subtle shades of color disclosing the 
existence of an oasis. It is the place where I am finally able to develop 
those still lives in my mind and hold them clear in focus. The noise 
and the lights and the production are all gone, and I am left alone 
to cut through the fog of petty impulses and vain agitations, to see 
what was obscured and listen to what went unsaid. 

The desert reminds me of this wisdom daily. I look to those desert 
peaks surrounding Las Vegas like compass points in my own life. 
They remind me that the surface is bleak, that the world is indeed 
harsh. They remind me to expect little and appreciate much. But 
they also remind me that almost all of life’s beauty is underground, 
ready to emerge from beneath the surface when the conditions are 
right. They remind me to be patient. They remind me to not pray for 
rain, and not to chase mirages, but to search for springs and cherish 
their existence when found.

In such a world of low expectations, reality can become wildly 
enchanting. A sparse land with almost no rainfall can suddenly 
spring to life in a tableau of wildflowers, grand spreads of color in 
super-blooms across an entire valley. And then when you come back 
to find them again, they are gone without a trace. Once, as I was 
walking on top of a rock mound in Piute Valley, a coyote barreled out 
like a rocket from beneath my legs as I unknowingly stepped over its 
den. I’ve seen a single drop of moisture land on a piece of black soil 
crust, revealing the translucent shine of a tiny metropolis. As I sat 
by a campfire one night, a kangaroo mouse hopped up to me from 
out of the ether before vanishing back into the night. I’ve stood and 

OUR VENERABLE  
STRIP MALLS 
Venerable? Yes. Strip malls get a bad rap, 

synonymous with suburban soullessness 

and the dismal supremacy of the auto-

mobile. Truth is, they’re our city’s primary 

architectural expression of commerce and 

culture. So, embrace your local strip mall. 

My favorites are the valley’s older, crustier 

complexes, lurking hives of curiosity — the 

Commercial Centers, Charland Squares, 

Decatur Crossings — bustling with salons, 

dive bars, storefront churches, niche 

eateries, tailors, brow boutiques, brewery 

suppliers, quinceañera stores, cigar shops, 

dog groomers. You may not be in the 

market for a ball gown or beermaking gear, 

but these simmering incubators add color 

and texture to everyday life in Las Vegas. 

Andrew Kiraly
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watched a Golden Eagle surfing higher and higher 
into the sky on rivers of warm air, until dropping in 
to swoop across the valley without ever flapping its 
wings. I’ve watched desert fishes swimming out to 
the very edge of existence, tracking the boundary 
of a puddle where the water’s edge evaporates 
into a patch of salt. These are just snapshots of 
the life underground. Still lives. Moments that 
have shown me the vastness of what I’ve ignored. 

I do not love the desert because I see great beauty 
in it. I do not. It is a harsh, forbidding, and bleak 
place. I love the desert because it teaches you that 
the most beautiful things live underground. The 
desert has taught me how to let it emerge in a world 
of low expectations. It has taught me that what 
is desolate may be fertile, and what seems fertile 
may be desolate. That perhaps my grim view of 
the world isn’t pessimistic, but just honest, and 
that it’s okay to be honest. The desert reminds me 
that it’s wise to be skeptical of mirages, however 
lovely they appear, and not to be afraid of lonely 
places, as they often harbor the truest company.

In life, I am often told to assume “good intent” 
from others. I do not make the mistake of following 
this advice, of chasing that mirage. The desert 
teaches you to search, not assume. In the desert, 
I encounter thorns first, but then I am reminded 
that a cactus also blooms. So, in life, I make it a 
habit to search first for someone’s lowest moti-
vation — but not make the mistake of assuming 
it’s their only one. It reminds me to not fear the 
reality of things, but to adapt and find my way 
carefully — and gratefully — until some bit of life 
emerges from underground. 

I don’t know what will come of humanity, 
whether we’ll burn ourselves out chasing mirages, 
or learn to build little fires and sit up close, or 
just build big fires and sit way back until we run 
out of wood. My expectations aren’t high, but 
the desert has taught me that critical distinction 
between expectation and hope. It is a land of low 
expectations and high hopes. As long as we let the 
dirt live, and keep the water in the ground, in this 
place, something beautiful will always emerge. 
We just need to let it.  

 The living deserts of the Southwest are monu-
mental reminders of what hope, honesty, humility, 
and beauty look like when purified from the runoff 
of vain expectations.  As long as its quiet skin can 
breathe, and its silent underground rivers can 
flow, the deep Southwestern deserts will remain 
a testament to the truth that hope is not a mirage, 
and that wonder need not come at the expense 
of honesty. They are expansive reminders to all 
temporary residents of this lonely planet that 
good company can always be found, even when it 
can’t be seen. I hope we never lose that company.

John Zablocki is the Southern Nevada Conservation  
Director for The Nature Conservancy.

CITY WITH BUZZ
A few of our fave beer & coffee spots

I LOVE BOULDER CITY. Close enough 
to big city conveniences, but far away from 
the bustle. It’s a place I called home for more 
than 10 years — still, not long enough to be 
considered a local. This is a walkable town of 
tree-lined streets, where neighbors know each 
other and folks care about their community. 
It’s a place where most everyone casts a vote. 
It’s a place where a trip to the grocery store 
or post office will be a social event. It’s a place 
that attracts college professors, geologists, as-
tronomers, inventors, artists, and musicians. 

It’s a place for families. It’s a place where schools are a stone’s-throw 
apart, next to the swimming pool and ballpark, down the street from a 
small hospital, and a large library. It’s place with a high ratio of parks to 
people. It’s a place surrounded by miles of walking, hiking and biking 
trails. It’s a gateway to Lake Mead National Recreation Area and miles 
of sun-bleached shoreline and bumpy dirt roads perfect for old Jeeps. 
It’s a day-trip destination; a gathering place after a ride. It’s a charming 
downtown district with murals and sculptures, funky eateries and 
drinkeries, antique and what-not shops. It’s hollyhocks and clusters 

BOULDER  
CITY
Sanctuary of  
small-town  

sanity
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Aces and  
Ales

Loud and lively  
neighborhood  

gastropub

Nevada  
Brew Works

Patio craft spot, 
seasonal taps

Crafthaus  
Arts District
Brews, cider,  
wine, 24 taps

Beer Zombies  
Bottle Shop

Tiny craft brew 
mini-mecca,  

devoted crew

Tenaya Creek
Dizzying,  

rotating brew  
menu,  

party-ready

Khoury’s Fine  
Wine & Spirits
Adventurous  
tap program, 
day-drinker  

heaven
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We Can’t  
Stop  
Listening  
to These  
7 Local  
Bands
Mercy Music, Nothing 
In The Dark. The 
veteran power trio’s 
third album is their 
strongest to date. 
Raw lyrics, catchy 
melodies, and driving 
rhythms make the 
perfect soundtrack 
for screaming into the 
void. 

Tension Mouvement, 
Animator. Allow 
Tension Mouvement’s 
industrial synth with 
hypnotizing beats to 
color your world black 
for a while.

Phil A & Rasson 
Aragato, Philagato. 
Phil A recovered from 
a heart attack and 
joined forces with 
Rasson to record this 
throwback-flavored 
mixtape.

Paige Overton, 
Already Long Gone. 
Classic country- 
inspired tunes with 
dark lyrics, smooth 
melodies. Overton’s 
voice has a haunting 
beauty that lingers.

Same Sex Mary, 
Public Comment. 
The mayor pro-tem 
of Boulder City and 
crew are back with 
a fresh EP filled with 
all the angst, regret, 
boredom, and vitriol 
only a pandemic could 
provide. 

Nick Batton, Infatua-
tion. Batton excels on 
pop ballads peppered 
with low-fi beats and 
wisping vocals. A jour-
ney through a night in 
five stellar songs.

Brian Cantrell, Covers. 
While we wait for the 
Bee Master sopho-
more album, check 
out frontman Brian 
Cantrell’s full-band 
video covers and 
experimentations on 
Youtube. Chris Bitonti

Find these artists on 
Bandcamp, Spotify, 
and YouTube.

EPIC 
DAYS AND 
NIGHTS: 
VEGAS IS A 
TOWN FOR 
STORIES
“FAMILY-FRIENDLY”

The standup gig was a big one: Warmup 
comic for the live finale of Hell’s Kitchen, the 
Gordon Ramsay reality show, in the Paris 
Las Vegas Theater, for an audience of 1,500. 
I was told to prepare 10-15 minutes. The fun 
in that is putting the puzzle together. What 
joke should I open with? What do I need to 
cut? How do I weave my set together?

After a few days of tinkering, I felt good. 
I like to think of my comedy as “intelligent 
and edgy,” so that was where I was taking the 
set. I got to the venue and saw a huge line of 
people. I realized my mistake: Among the 
people in line, hundreds of kids. This was a 
family show! “Intelligent and edgy” was not 
the move. I hurriedly switched everything 
I’d planned to do. Must have worked: I was 
asked back the next year! Jason Harris

HOW HIGH I  AM
To this day, the coolest experience I’ve 

ever had in Las Vegas was actually strato-
spheric — a ride on the ZERO - G flight. 
Along with a dozen or so other passengers, I 
floated about in a specially outfitted Boeing 
727 while wearing a snazzy blue NASA-style 
flight suit complete with matching yellow 
socks. Fifteen times in a row, the jet arced 
upward from 24,000 feet above the Mojave 
Desert to 32,000 feet. When it dove down-
ward, we all became weightless for about 
30 seconds, spinning and rolling about in 
the air like astronauts on the International 
Space Station. Fantastic! The flight was 
even more memorable for me because the 
passenger roster also included the one-
and-only Lonnie Hammargren, a former 
lieutenant governor, retired neurosurgeon, 
and prior owner of a funky Eastside man-
sion-turned-museum that once displayed 
an authentic Apollo command module.

Oh yeah, I also accidentally kicked a 
guy in the face while flailing about. Sorry!  
Greg Thilmont

CITY WITH BUZZ
A few of our fave beer & coffee spots

of bungalows of various ages and styles. It’s a town once 
built to shelter the custodians of Hoover Dam. It’s a town in 
love with gatherings: art festivals, block parties, car shows, 
bike races, triathlons, and film festivals. It’s a place where 
July Fourth celebrations begin at sunrise and don’t end 
until the last flicker from a massive fireworks display. It’s 
a place that has no shortage of “dam” jokes, and it’s one of 
the best dam towns I’ve ever lived in. Scott Lien

Tiabi 
UNLV hotspot, 

zany coffees and 
waffles

Bad Owl 
Harry  

Potteresque; 
try the 

 ButterBrew

Mothership  
in Fergusons 
Fine coffees,  
Downtown  
scene, beer  

cocktails

Leone Café 
Euro ambience, 

bright Tivoli 
 lunch spot

Madhouse 
All-night study  
spot, vibrant  
decor, solid  

menu

Yaw Farm  
Coffee  
Roaster 

Microfarm niche 
roasts, brewing  

gear
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M R .  H A P P I N E S S
The intersection of Fort Apache and Sahara is as busy 
as it’s ever been, but not nearly as lively as it once was. 
In the early 2000s, when a Blockbuster Video inhabited 
where a Cox Cable and Chipotle now stand, you could 
hear everything going on in that intersection. I know 
because I worked there. Car horns, road construction, 
heavy winds and, most importantly, the howls of what 
sounded like a deranged wolf.

That wolf was a man, though some thought he was 
probably an alien. Larry Johnson Jr. was known as 
Mr. Happiness to most. He was a street performer, 
an entertainer, a sight to behold. He confused people, 
angered some, but mostly he brought joy to one of 
Las Vegas’s busiest areas. Mr. Happiness wore crazy 
outfits — bike pants and sparkly jackets and cowboy 
boots and hats. He danced and sang and high-fived 
passersby. I don’t know what happened to Larry 
Johnson, but, I hope, somewhere, he is doing what 
he does best: bringing happiness to people as only 
he can. Jason Harris

F L AT  B E N
Amazon packages delivered to the wrong address. 
Easy mistake. “Ben” lived directly on the other side 
of my building. I think I’d seen 
him once by the pool (when we 
were allowed near the pool). My 
first inclination was to lean the 
box up against his door — but 
something made me knock.

Ben was home and thrilled 
I had his box. He insisted I 
come in. I’m neighborly and 
curious about people — but 
I wasn’t prepared for Ben’s 
interior. It was a full-on shrine 
to the notion of a Flat Earth. 
I’m talking every single square 
inch of the walls covered with 
posters, paintings, and maps 
… plus models on tables, 
books, pamphlets, photos of 
Flat Earth Society camping 
trips and conventions … and … 
women, lots and lots of nearly 
nude women. Turns out, Ben 
isn’t just my neighbor — he’s 

a honcho, a bigwig in the world of the Flat Earth. 
And the photos of women? Miss Flat Earths, of 
course!  Kris Saknussemm

T H E  B E N E V O L E N T  B U S K E R
When I was living in Death Valley, I would 

visit Las Vegas often. I was somewhere between 
a tourist and a local — but definitely more of the 
former than the latter. I stuck to the Strip. The 
city outside of it felt like a void. The people who 
called it home seemed impossible to know, until 
one night, an almost-boyfriend and I befriended 
a busker on the way to XS. We never made it to 
the nightclub; instead, we walked and sang and 
danced with the busker all the way from the Wynn 
to the Luxor where his van was parked. Getting 
into a windowless van with a stranger seems like 
the definition of something you shouldn’t do, but 
we did it because he said he’d take us to the best 
pizza place in town. He did. And it was. To this 
day, I have never been able to find it again, but it 
and the busker who brought me there were the 
first things that made me feel like I wasn’t just a 
visitor. Krista Diamond

Our Beautiful  
Weirdos

What  
Brought  
Us Here

(IN SIX-WORD MEMOIRS)

Lost job day before 
Vegas trip.
-JENNY HIRST SCHEID

Lured by cruise ship 
juggler cult.

-KIRSTIN AUREAL

Sandstone cliffs, 
limestone caves, 
endless sunshine
-STEPHANIE FORTE

Temporary puddle 
jump,  

Shift happens
-CHARLENE WEST

Uncle Sam made us.
... Thanks, Sam.
-APRIL CORBIN GIRNUS

Bamboozled by  
romance once, 

Or thrice.
-MINDY WOODHEAD

GHOST ADVENTURES
You don’t have to be a believer 

to enjoy the silly, scary fun of 

Ghost Adventures, produced 

by Zak Bagans of the Haunted 

Museum in Las Vegas. In fact, 

it’s better if you don’t believe 

in ghosts, because it makes the 

show’s grimly sober, pseudosci-

entific seriousness that much 

more entertaining, laying it 

bare as a device to crank up 

the tension before, inevitably, 

all hell (sometimes literally) 

breaks loose. That’s when Ghost 

Adventures reveals its true spirit: 

It’s an adult throwback to the ju-

venile thrills of investigating the 

creepy corner house that resides 

in our collective imagination. 

What better home for spinning 

such phantasmic fantasies than 

Las Vegas? Andrew Kiraly

TOTALLY RANDOM STREET NAMES! Skywalker Ave. • Pillow Talk Ct. • Purple Haze St.              • Elvis Alive Drive • Tupac Lane • Disc Drive • Hanky Panky St. • Magical Mystery Lane • Liquid Loco Street
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BEST! 
TACOS! 
EVER!
PHOTOGRAPHY AND WORDS 
BY BRENT HOLMES

LOS TACOS
You can’t ask for a 

better introduction to 
West Coast-style tacos: 

plump and stuffed  
with crema, beans, 
cheese, and meat.  

(The veggie version 
is just as packed.) 

lostacoslv.com

FAMOUS CHICAGO STYLE TACO SHOP 
Don’t pass up the cecina taco with its thin-strip, 
salted steak, a style popularized by Chicago’s 
Mexican community in the ’60s. 702-823-2315

BIRRIA DE RES 
This spot at Charleston and 15th 

not only serves birria tacos. It also 
offers birria ramen — spindly fried 
noodles straight from the packet, 

soaking up deep beef-broth flavors. 
No contact info; just show up! 

THE TACO STAND
If In-N-Out ran a taco stand! The fish taco 

is crunchy and light on plump corn tortillas. 
Try the nopales — sliced, grilled cactus 

atop fried cheese offers a lush contrast of 
textures and flavors. 702-268-8762

DURANGO TACO SHOP
Their queso birria tacos bring a level of 

deep, rich flavor I usually only experience 
standing beside food carts in tire-shop 

parking lots. durangotacoslv.com

TACOS EL COMPITA
This spot on West Charleston serves  

an intensely seasoned asada that  
melts in your mouth. The al pastor rivals 

any served citywide. 702-878-0008

TOTALLY RANDOM STREET NAMES! Skywalker Ave. • Pillow Talk Ct. • Purple Haze St.              • Elvis Alive Drive • Tupac Lane • Disc Drive • Hanky Panky St. • Magical Mystery Lane • Liquid Loco Street
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My Wildish  
Suburban  
Paradise
Right outside my subdivision, reminders of the  
wild Mojave abound
BY KRISTEN PETERSON

The moment I came across the Desert Globemallow and its striking 
orange blossoms along a rocky dirt road in a vacant lot, I dropped to 
the ground as if I’d found gold and photographed it with my phone. The 
gorgeous wildflower, with petals that form little orange cups, is less showy 
and prevalent than the boastful lantanas and verbenas staking claim to 
nearby yards and landscaped drives. Her green-gray, crumpled leaves 
accentuate her rugged beauty. A few days later I painted its portrait, and 
the next day I brought my girlfriend and our dog to see the flower.

It’s not lost on us that to enjoy this common 
brush plant, we had to meander through our 
neighborhood, catch the Tenaya Paseo Trail 
between two other neighborhoods, then walk half 
a block east to the edge of a private, undeveloped 
lot. The desert landscaping in our kitchen-size 
front yards barely resembles the raw feel of the 
actual desert. And it’s a matter of time before lots 
like this one fill in and the stucco goes up — which 
means we’ll have to search farther to find Desert 
Globemallows in their natural habitat. But maybe 
not much farther, because where we live is where 
the development abruptly ends and the natural 
landscape continues.

For years I complained about living at the 
outermost rim of Mountain’s Edge, far from 
everything, including the freeway. The piecemeal 
development of neighborhoods and infrastructure, 
combined with its distance from the center of the 
valley, made for bizarre and heavily trafficked 
routes home. 

But now that I work from home, I can’t recall 
the last time I was on a freeway or drove more than 
five miles from here. Mountain’s Edge, touted as 
the region’s first drought-tolerant community 
— banning grassy yards and incorporating the nat-

ural landscape into its parks and 
hundreds of acres of trails — has 
quelled any desire I might’ve had 
to explore or live elsewhere in the 
valley. The community’s border 
along undeveloped (for now) 
desert allows us to cross into 
the open land, catching a break 
from what my girlfriend refers 
to as The Truman Show or The 
Bubble because of its contrived 
and proplike appearance.

But what I love most about 
Mountain’s Edge is that develop-
ers let the Mojave be the Mojave. 
Exploration Peak, a restored 
small mountain adjacent to an 
80-acre park, has trails lead-
ing up 3,000 feet on multiple 
sides, and offers a panoramic 
view of the valley. On any given 
morning, friends tackle fitness 
routines together, artists paint 
the mountains, or families stop 
for a water break. From there, I 
ride my bike to Mountain’s Edge 
Regional Park Trail, which offers 
a two-mile loop that breaks into 
the quiet, open desert. In the M
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A TOAST TO 
ROOFTOP  
SOLAR
Here’s to the distributed solar 

generators, the middle-class 

homeowners who believed 

so fervently in the 2010 

dream of electrical self-suf-

ficiency that they showed 

up en masse at commission 

meetings to plead for the 

continuation of their sweet, 

sweet net metering deal, 

waited for days in long lines, 

through boring PowerPoints, 

for their turn to rail against 

the investor-owned utility’s 

plan to profit off all those free 

photons. Behold the stretch 

of Alta, between Jones and 

Buffalo, monument to no-

money-down lease deals (did 

a SolarCity rep live on that 

block?), where one of four 

houses sports PVC panels tilt-

ed toward the never-ending 

sun, a black mirrored middle 

finger to industrial power 

plants — limited 25-year life 

span and lack of environ-

mentally responsible disposal 

solutions be damned. Give 

them a battery, Mr. Musk, and 

they’ll unplug from the grid 

without ever going sweaty 

again! HK

THE TRUE MR. LAS VEGAS: NICOLAS CAGE
We’ve had Frank Sinatra, Elvis Presley, and Howard Hughes. The Vegas Man of 
today: Nicolas Cage. He’s embodied our town’s many facets: in The Cotton Club, 
an unhinged mob killer. In Wild at Heart, a Lynchian Elvis Presley. In Con Air, he 
wiped out the Hard Rock sign, an homage to Strip implosions. He was our hopeful 
newbie in Honeymoon in Vegas, our tragic addict in Leaving Las Vegas. In real life, 
Cage walks among us, rare as a white tiger, prosaic as a video poker machine — 
shopping at Pottery Barn, hunkering down at Frankie’s Tiki Room, chilling in a box 
at the Smith Center. Nicolas Cage is Las Vegas. Lissa Townsend Rodgers

other direction from our home, a pedestrian 
bridge off of Rainbow Boulevard is being built 
over the railroad tracks. Eventually, it will con-
nect the area with the outer edge of Southern 
Highlands, home to Goett Family Park and its 
shaded greenway, which slices northwesterly 
through quiet neighborhoods. 

But what I tend to fall for most are the remaining 
patches of BLM land around our neighborhood, 
open to dog walkers, young explorers and the 
like, as well as the private undeveloped lots (the 

“eyesores”) that can’t be trespassed but provide 
a breather in the sea of subdivisions. I’ve hauled 
small boulders home from natural areas where 
they’re legal to collect, and we frequent the nursery 
for even more drought-tolerant plants, hoping 
to capture in our yard the wild beauty of the vast 
and relatively undisturbed natural playground. 
I’m researching how to best accommodate Desert 
Globemallows when planted from seed, to keep 
growing our yard in step with the wilds of the 
Mojave, which it once was. ✦
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We get it. You’re looking for a fast-
food fix, but you’re fed up with a 
quick-service landscape dominated 
by humdrum eateries. For a taste of 
nostalgia, go old-school and visit some 
vintage Vegas fast-food joints that 
harken back to yesteryear. Take local 
favorite Farm Basket, for instance, 
with its barn-shaped signage and its 
signature Clucker and Gobbler sand-
wiches. And what about Schlotzsky’s, 
which smells more like a bakery than a 
sandwich shop, given the freshly baked 
bread rounds made daily? (Fun fact: 
Schlotzsky’s sandwiches were original-
ly served on Frisbees.) And don’t forget 
Wienerschnitzel, with its distinctive 
canary-and-cardinal-colored exterior, 
vaguely reminiscent of hot dog and 
bun. In the mood for round food? 
Peter Piper Pizza — the magical home 
of many a childhood birthday party — 
recently re-entered the local market 
with a next-gen entertainment con-
cept. Save room for dessert: Thrifty Ice 
Cream is still around, too, serving up 
those cylindrical scoops that promote 
easy stacking. Danielle Birkin

Old- 
School  
Fast Food

Every city has its seniors. Lovely, low-profile 

folks who can be found in your local diners and 

drugstores, perhaps having a sit in the park so 

long as it’s not too late. But the old folks of Las 

Vegas have swagger: Snazzy outfits, classic 

cocktails and, of course, stories.

Part of the reason is the number of former 

performers who have settled here — bebop  

musicians and ballroom dancers, rappers and 

race-car drivers. But even your day-job types have flair — that retired  

accountant handled Ann-Margret’s books, that mechanic fixed Lefty  

Rosenthal’s Cadillac back in the day.

The Burlesque Hall of Fame is one of our gathering grounds for some 

of our most astonishing grand dames — some may be grande dames, but 

they’re all grand dames. To the end of her days, founding diva Dixie Evans 

was still washing down her barbecue with champagne and doing convinc-

ing Marilyn Monroe imitations for aging sports heroes; she could make an 

entire table of jaded Gen Xers and millennials put down their drinks and 

perk up their ears with bawdy, blush-inducing anecdotes.

Ah, yes, the stories they can tell. The senior waiters at the Golden Steer 

can spin first-person tales of Frank Sinatra while twirling a bowl of Caesar 

salad; you’re having coffee with your friend’s mom, and next thing you 

know you’re hearing about the decade she spent playing the lounge at 

the Stardust. Of course, the senior citizens of Vegas aren’t resting on their 

laurels or their La-Z-Boys. Gail Kanner became Queen Mother of the local 

theater scene after retiring from an office job, and has since rapped in The 
Wedding Singer, fought demons in Krampus, and ran a heist crew in an 

all-female production of Reservoir Dogs … while pushing 80.

But the fabulousness of our senior Las Vegans can be found everywhere: 

There’s a woman of a certain age who wears all leopard print and drives a 

convertible that friends of mine share sightings of like she’s a glamorous 

Bigfoot. She’s Helen Mirren crossed with Keith Richards, and I defy you to 

find a teen Instagrammer or TikTokker who’s cooler than her. LTR 

RAD 
OLD  
PEOPLE
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ALL HAIL 
THE QUAIL!

We love quail. They’re 
like the elves of the 

desert. Plus, you can’t 
help but hear “Yakety 

Sax” in your head 
whenever they  

comically skitter 
away.

It’s easy to forget that 
Las Vegas is a union 
town. It could be be-
cause we’ve drunk the 
same elixir that we’ve 
served the rest of the 
world, internalizing our 
flashy brand identity 
that frames Vegas as 
a dispenser of volatile 
magic built by titans, 
mavericks, and vision-
aries. But look past the 

branding and consider 
something closer to the radical truth of our civic 
self: That Las Vegas has a functioning middle 
class in large part because we’re home to one of 
the nation’s most formidable unions, the Culinary 
Workers Union Local 226 — a union headed, no 
less, by an immigrant from Nicaragua who got 
her start in Vegas as a guest room attendant 
in a Downtown hotel-casino. And, it’s useful to 
remember, unions such as the Culinary have 
managed to thrive in a right-to-work state 

dominated by global capital, so, 
yeah, not exactly friendly territory. 
Now, this is a breezily celebratory 
magazine blurb and not a scholarly 
polemic, so let’s make the good-faith as-
sumption that reasonable people are in favor 
of a healthy middle class and worker dignity 
and health, and we’ll agree to skip the Virtuous 
Litany 101 of why unions are a good thing for 
civilization. Instead, think about how the social 
reality of Las Vegas as a strong union city with 
a diverse, coalition-minded workforce figures 
into newly urgent conversations about systemic 
racism. Chalking up the success of unions like 
the Culinary as wins for just the labor force 
suggest that we’ve also forgotten something 
else: How much the imperatives of economic 
justice and racial justice overlap. Andrew Kiraly

WE’RE  
A UNION  
TOWN
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SHOSHONE, CA 
35.9730° N, 116.2711° W
Miners looking for silver 

dug cool cave “houses” in 
nearby Dublin Gulch, future 

home to Frank “Shorty” 
Harris and (maybe) some 

ostracized members of the 
Manson family. Fact-check 
this at the little museum, 
then wet your whistle at 
Crowbar Café & Saloon. 

GOODSPRINGS
35.8325° N, 115.4342° W

Old mining town full of lore. Find the bullet 
hole on the side of the Pioneer Saloon; chat 
up the bartender for the story. Try the Ghost 

Burger before paying respects to the real 
pioneers in the old cemetery.

NIPTON, CA
35.4668° N, 115.2712° W 

This patch of San Bernardino County was home 
to ranchers, miners, railroad folk. Ask nicely and 

the caretaker might let you wander the sculpture 
garden to see pieces from Burning Man. 

SEARCHLIGHT
35.4653° N, 114.9197° W

In 1897, George Frederick Colton struck 
gold in what would be the birthplace of 
U.S. Senator Harry Reid. East, there’s a 

river; west, the historic Walking Box Ranch, 
Joshua tree wilderness, and Nipton, Calif.  

BOULDER CITY
35.9782° N, 114.8345° W

More genteel and less dusty than 
other desert locales, it’s home 
to a big dam and bigger lake. 

There’s an old-school A&W and, 
refreshingly, no casinos.

NELSON
35.7080° N, 114.8247° W

Selfies will cost you at this working 
ghost town, but it’s perfect if you like 
old-timey weathered buildings and 

cool, rusty stuff. 

INDIAN SPRINGS
36.5697° N, 115.6706° W

Ghost stories about Indian Bells  
and lonesome train whistles protect  

this patch of Mojave Desert,  
home to Creech Air Force  
Base and the Temple of  

Goddess Spirituality.

MOUNTAIN SPRINGS
36.0208° N, 115.5089° W

Lots of loot in the saloon, a taco shop 
out back, and barbecue in the yard. 

If things get too heated, there’s a fire 
station nearby. 

Day Trippy Goodness  
to Dusty Desert Places
ILLUSTRATION AND WORDS BY SCOTT LIEN
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THE POUR

All that, just to pour 
it into the wash and 
send it back to the 
reservoir, where  
it rejoins fresh 
Colorado River flow.

THE TAP

Back through the 
pipes to your sink  
it goes! HK

THE CLEANSE

Sewage is sifted, settled, 
and skimmed, cleansed  

by bacteria-eating  
microorganisms,  

separated, filtered,  
and disinfected with 

ultraviolet light.

THE PUMP

Water is pumped 
from Lake Mead and 

sent to one of several 
drinking water  

treatment plants.

Jingle City
TV commercials are annoying. TV commercial 

personalities are more annoying. But there’s 

something paradoxically charming about local  

business owners acting ridiculous on TV ads. 

Longtime locals remember car salesmen 

Fred Fayeghi of GMF Motors (no credit? “No 

problem!”), the late Ben Stepman of Stepman  

Hyundai (“In Henderson, of course!”), or the 

goofy antics of Findlay Toyota’s John Barr. 

Heck, attorney Glen Lerner’s jingle is practically  

our second state anthem. And who can forget 

Josh “The Chopper” of Towbin Dodge’s en-

dearingly dumb comedy sketches, or Edward 

M. Bernstein’s studious turn with “Enough said, 

Call Ed”? They’re not just silly TV spots; they’re 

a form of distinctly local pop-culture currency. 

Josh Bell 

We Recycle 
Our Sewage! 
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THE FLUSH

Water from 
showers, sinks, 
and toilets is piped 
to one of several 
wastewater  
recycling plants.
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Dirty martinis on the roof of 
the El Cortez with a mushroom 
cloud on the near horizon … 
atavistic beauty pageants with 
bikinis celebrating the Bomb … 
oh, those crazy days of Atomic 
Culture — and Las Vegas was 
Ground Zero.

As significant  as Hoover 
Dam, gambling, and the en-
tertainment and convention 
businesses have been to the 
city’s economy and sociology, 
the role of military-industrial 
investment can’t be ignored. 
A highlight is Nevada’s atomic 
testing program. It meant not 
only postwar infrastructure 

funding and job growth, it dramatically changed the region’s 
cultural and pop-psych profile worldwide.

This is just one of the insights into local history — and the 
American Collective Unconscious — you gain by visiting 
the National Atomic Testing Museum, one of the finest 
facilities of its scope in America, and, I think, the world.

Meticulously arranged, with expertly curated and 

researched descriptions, the exhibitions offer some rare 
puzzle pieces from this bizarre, whimsical, and yet deeply 
shadowy part of America’s mid-20th century. Where else 
can you learn very directly about nuclear reactors, his-
toric missile systems, peculiar atmospheric experiments, 
exotic aircraft, “personal” atomic weapons, radiation, 
underground testing, once top-secret programs, brought 
to vivid life via genuine artifacts, official documents, and 
photographs?

What I find particularly remarkable are the set pieces 
showing sample interiors of the Doom Town “blast 
houses” (model homes with model people!) that were 
used to film, measure, and evaluate the effects of bomb 
detonations in a normal residential context. There’s 
something confusingly human, almost a quaint, even 
innocent touch, in these old mannequins, graciously and 
maybe shrewdly contributed by J.C. Penney. For me, this 
daft, clinical doll-housing of mutual assured destruction 
and possible apocalypse fails to domesticate the terror. 
Rather, it hints at other eccentricities and paranoias 
lurking in the Twilight Zone blur of our not-too-distant, 
Formica-patterned, Flintstones-meets-The Jetsons past. 
Boom, baby. Kris Saknussemm

(755 E. Flamingo Road, nationalatomictestingmuseum.org)

THE ATOMIC  
TESTING  
MUSEUM,  
A BIZARRE  
NOOK OF  
AMERICA’S  
SOUL
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It’s richly fitting that our city built on fantasies of pleasure has gorgeous sunsets to back 
up the hype. In our own parcel of sky, we host a permanent residency of ambrosial vistas 
of cotton candy and purple neon fire, performing nightly. Better yet, there’s something 
appealingly populist about it: You can’t own it, or buy it, or sell it. Any Las Vegan can take a 
decent snap of the sunset. Vegas sunset shots pop up on social media like a visual denom-
ination of goodwill scrip, freely generating likes, shares, and cheery vibes. Raise your eyes 
(and phone) to our glorious Vegas sunset skies, our dramatic daily exit and extravagant 
promise of the hope of tomorrow! AK

Our Vegas  
Sunsets
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Chapman remains the #1 Jeep dealer in Nevada for Sales + Service + Selection + Safety!
FROM THE #1 JEEP DEALER IN NEVADA!

THE ORIGINAL 

DESERT COMPANIONS0FINANCING 
For 72 mos!*

%APR

$1,000 BONUS CASH!

Jeep Rubicon Wrangler

Jeep Grand Cherokee
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‘‘
This is my pandemic view,” says a 
friend who’s lying face-up on a yoga 
mat in my driveway. “Whenever I 
remember the pandemic, I’ll think 

of looking up at the sky through your trees.”
She’s one of four people who’ve come to do yoga 

with me on a Saturday morning in October, our 
third class this way. But she’s also referring to 
the view she had from a camp chair she’d set up 
in a nearby spot a few weeks earlier on a Friday 
night. That was for what we call “drinks in the 
driveway” — an impromptu mini-block party of 
sorts. My husband first had the idea several years 
ago as part of his socialist plot to get people out 
of their homes and mingling in the street. The 
idea was, anybody could just grab a six pack or 
bottle of wine, a folding chair, and come meet the 
neighbors, minus the pressure and expense of a 
formal party. The vast concrete slab in front of 
our house (the previous owners must’ve had a lot 
of cars), shaded by huge mulberry trees, provided 
the perfect venue.

Like everything, drinks in the driveway has 
taken on new significance. For one thing, it’s the 
only way most people in my close circle feel safe 
getting together: outside, with their stuff (it’s 
bring-your-own everything now), six feet apart. 
The first time we did it, there was a lot of talk 
about how weird and wonderful it was to see each 
other this way — in person, but with no hugging. 
As we parted, people said, “Thank you so much 
for being here.”

That’s the other thing that’s different about 
drinks in the driveway now. It feels critical, at 
least to me, like an element of my health regimen 
that I dare not skip lest I get in some trouble that’s 

exponentially riskier than it used to be: floss teeth, 
get mammogram, find some way to be with friends.

Though research indicates meaningful interac-
tions with other people are a necessary component 
of everyone’s good mental health, I sense that 
it’s even truer for me. I’m an extrovert, whose 
emotional batteries rely on those interactions for 
recharging. Isolation tends to nudge me toward 
depression, an escape cocoon made even more 
enticing by 2020’s relentless drama. Without my 
friends and family, I might have sunk into that 
deathly warm pod for good.

Which is why, less than two weeks after the 
pandemic lockdown started, I moved to Skype 
the small-group, private yoga classes that I had 
previously been holding in my home studio. For 
15 years, teaching yoga has been a way for me to 
stay grounded and in shape, but this year it became 
something else, too: guaranteed twice-weekly 
communication with my yoga friends. When one of 
them — the same one who noted the view through 
my trees, actually — suggested we try practicing 
together in person on my back porch or driveway, 
I jumped at the chance. The back porch was out 
because of the likelihood of dog and chicken 
harassment, but as soon as both the weather and 
COVID-19 infection rate had cooled off enough, 
we started “down-dog in the driveway.” For the 
first time in six months, I could see my students’ 
goddess poses and Warrior Twos firsthand. I was 
delighted by the seamless flow between my words 
and their movements, an exchange that can’t 
really be re-created online, no matter how good 
the technology is.

As my friends assume Corpse Pose, the supine 
rest that often concludes a yoga class, I lower my 

voice and invite them to take in 
the sounds of the morning — birds 
chirping above us, neighbors 
chatting down the street, a lawn 
mower on the next block. These 
sounds connect us to the world 
and, through our common per-
ception of them, each other. We 
share the sunlight on our skin, 
the warmth of tired muscles, the 
gift of time for all this. 

Soon, we’ll rustle ourselves out 
of meditation, finish class, and 
loiter in the driveway, talking. 
How’s the job going, or job hunt, 
who’s sick, and who’s well? But 
for an hour and a half, we’ve set 
aside fear and loneliness togeth-
er, communing in the middle of 
an unsettled city. I, for one, am 
grateful for the big concrete slab 
beneath us. ✦
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n The mission of the 9TH BRIDGE SCHOOL (310 S 9th 
St, Las Vegas, 89101) is to foster an entrepreneurial and 
creative mindset in children 12 months through 5th grade. 
Founded by Connie Yeh, a Wharton School of Business 
alum, 9th Bridge School focuses not only on language and 
cognitive learning, but also on social-emotional, critical 
thinking, and executive skills such as independence, curi-
osity, decision-making, cooperation, persistence, creativity, 
and problem-solving. The school’s project-based curric-
ulum is best suited to in-person classes, but the admin-
istration has developed a comprehensive plan to ensure 
that distance learning is successful. Students have been 
assigned take-home distance learning kits that include 
Chromebooks, iPads, workbooks, tools, games, sensory ma-
terial, and more. Teachers can utilize online platforms for 
collaboration, engagement, and assessment, as well as hav-
ing access to G-Suite with Google Classroom and Google 
Meet. Professional development also includes training in 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, Social-Emotional Learning, 
and Recovery Yoga and Wellness/Mindfulness. 

n A magnet public high school serving grades 9-12, AD-
VANCED TECHNOLOGIES ACADEMY (2501 Vegas Dr, Las 
Vegas 89106) has received numerous accolades: MSA Merit 
Award of Excellence, Niche Top School, National Gold Coun-
cil of Excellence, Superintendent’s Honor Roll, National Blue 
Ribbon School (2003, 2011, 2019), U.S. News and World Re-
port Gold Medal School, and Nevada Governor’s Designated 
STEM School. A-TECH offers seven magnet CTE programs 
in Architectural Design, Business Management, Computer 
Science, Engineering, Graphic Design, IT Networking, Legal 
Studies, and the recently added Cybersecurity. A-TECH is 
following a distance learning model but is preparing its stu-
dents for a return to the classroom with detailed information 
on its website, including guidance on how to prevent the 
spread of viruses and instructions on how to check students’ 
health before they leave home. 

n n Situated on a 33-acre campus, the ALEXANDER 
DAWSON SCHOOL at Rainbow Mountain (10845 West 
Desert Inn Road | Las Vegas, NV 89135) serves pre-school 
through eighth grade students. The school is tailoring their 
education models with a combination of in-person, on-cam-
pus instruction, utilizing CDC-recommended guidelines to 
keep students and faculty as safe as possible, and the best 
distance education experience possible, which includes vir-
tual Zoomcasts that bring educators and families together. 
No matter the option selected, Alexander Dawson strives 
to deliver community building, intensive social-emotional 
care, early exposure to foreign languages, and innovative 
learning focused on success in a global and digital world. 
Alexander Dawson has one of the largest school gardens in 
the region, The Ruffin Organic Farm. With an estimated 
yearly harvest of over 10,000 pounds of produce, Dawson’s 
chefs use the farm’s fruits, vegetables, and herbs in dining 
hall meals when students are on campus. 

n n n Serving families from North Las Vegas to Hen-
derson, AMERICAN HERITAGE ACADEMY (2100 Olym-
pic Ave, Henderson 89014) is a robust Christian private 

school that accepts students from pre-kindergarten to 
high school. Teachers take a tutorial approach. American 
Heritage differentiates itself by not using the Common 
Core model, teaching cursive handwriting for brain de-
velopment, holding an annual book fair, and in education, 
using the Foundation for American Christian Education 
(FACE) methodology. Education focuses on the 4 Rs: Re-
search, Reason, Relate, Record, and students test in the 
top 10% of the nation academically. Because their small 
class sizes and large campus allow for safe social distanc-
ing, American Heritage was able to re-open for in-person 
classes in the fall of 2020. 

n n n A tuition-free public charter school, ANDRE 
AGASSI COLLEGE PREPARATORY ACADEMY (1201 W 
Lake Mead Blvd, Las Vegas, 89106) was founded by ten-
nis player Andre Agassi, a native of Las Vegas, and edu-
cates K – 12th grade scholars. The 2017-18 school year 
was the first for Democracy Prep at the Agassi Campus. 
The mission of Democracy Prep Public Schools is to edu-
cate responsible citizen-scholars for success in the college 
of their choice and a life of active citizenship. Democracy 
Prep’s academic program is rooted in research-proven 
curricula that have been shown to accelerate progress to 
mastery for low-income students, including those with 
disabilities and English language deficits. All instruction-
al staff have cell phones that are left on until 9:00 pm. 
100% of Democracy Prep graduates go on to four-year 
colleges and universities. Students attending Democracy 
Prep are selected by a public computer-based lottery sys-
tem. Preference is given to children living in a two-mile 
radius from the school, which is a low-income neighbor-
hood. There are no entrance tests or tuition fees required 
for students to attend. 

n ANGELS CHRISTIAN ACADEMY (2720 Crystal Water Way, 
Las Vegas, NV 89117) is a privately owned pre-school in Las 
Vegas. Angels provides small class sizes and a nurturing 
family atmosphere through five programs: Infants, Tod-
dlers, 2’s, Preschool, and Pre-K. The infant program begins 
at six weeks old by teaching the littlest students age-appro-
priate sign language, art, music, and gross motor develop-
ment activities. The curriculum in the Toddlers program fo-
cuses on providing students with early literacy experiences 
through story time, songs, felt board stories, sign language, 
and more. Students can also explore the world around them 
through hands on science and sensory activities. Two-year-
olds enjoy a classroom with a positive approach to learning 
social skills as well as age-appropriate academics. The Pre-
school program emphasizes Language and Literacy, Social 
and Emotional, Creative Expression, Mathematics, Gross/
Fine Motor Skills, Science & Social Studies, and Multicultur-
al Awareness. The Pre-K program focuses on a center-based 
learning environment with designated areas of study deliv-
ered through an individualized curriculum.  

n ASHER COLLEGE (6029 W. Charleston Blvd, Las Vegas, 
89146) is a vocational college and career trade school. The 
Las Vegas Campus opened in 2010, and its graduates are 
now employed throughout the Las Vegas region. Career 
training programs include Information Technology, Med-

ical, Business, and Associate of Applied Science degrees. 
They provide classroom and hands-on training experience 
that focuses on the skills identified by their Las Vegas advi-
sory board made up of local Las Vegas employers. Asher is 
a Microsoft Imagine Academy, a CompTIA Certified Part-
ner, and Cisco training and testing site.

n Home of the Wolves, BASIC ACADEMY OF INTERNA-
TIONAL STUDIES (400 Palo Verde Dr, Henderson 89015) 
was the first high school in Henderson. Basic Academy 
serves grades 9-12 and currently offers distance learn-
ing. Basic Academy has provided Chromebooks to those 
who need a laptop and has created the Virtual Student 
Success Guide, a one-stop document for essential infor-
mation and important contact numbers. Basic Academy 
is a candidate school for three International Baccalau-
reate programs. The Middle Years Programme is a five-
year programme centered on developing attributes most 
frequently linked to academic success and good citizen-
ship. The IB Diploma Programme is a rigorous, col-
lege-preparation course of study that emphasizes critical 
analysis and communication skills. In the Career-Relat-
ed Programme students gain personal and professional 
skills that prepares them for opportunities of further/ 
higher education, apprenticeships, or employment. 

n The oldest Catholic high school in the Diocese of Las 
Vegas, BISHOP GORMAN CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
(5959 S Hualapai Way, Las Vegas 89148) is a college pre-
paratory school with a 98% college bound rate. The Class 
of 2020 boasts 47 Scholars and 128 Honors Graduates, 
four (4) National Merit Scholarship Finalists, eight (8) 
National Merit Scholarship Commended Students, and 
ten (10) National Hispanic Scholars. Bishop Gorman’s 
college preparatory curriculum offers three tracks to 
meet its students’ academic needs: College Prep, Honors, 
and Scholars. Bishop Gorman developed two options for 
the safe re-opening of school in the fall of 2020, offering 
both full-time return to campus five days a week with 
social distancing and safety protocols in place and full-
time distance learning with portions of classes being live 
streamed for students to participate from home. 

n Home of the Bears, BROWN ACADEMY OF INTERNA-
TIONAL STUDIES (307 N. Cannes St, Henderson, 89015), 
in partnership with Basic Academy of International 
Studies, is an International Baccalaureate Middle Years 
Programme school, serving grades 6-8. The curriculum 
combines blended learning, project-based learning, 
study sync, illustrative math, and ALEKS, an online tu-
toring and assessment program that includes course ma-
terial in mathematics, chemistry, introductory statistics, 
and business. Robotics, T.V. productions with a studio, 
musical theater, foreign languages, award-winning fine 
arts, show choir, and jazz band are among the school’s 
unique offerings. Brown Academy has earned several 
accolades, including MSA Middle School Poster Winner, 
USA 7 Rugby Cup Art Winner for CCSD (2012-2019), 
VEX Robotics – Most Creative Award, Basketball Dis-
trict Championship Winners, and Music in the Parks - 
Awarded Excellent/Good for Band, Orchestra, and Choir. 

M ask mandates, PPE, social distancing, quarantines, and stay-at-home orders. The 
COVID-19 pandemic brought a host of new terms into conversations and 
changed daily life profoundly. While the Vegas Valley still offers a unique, 

family-friendly lifestyle, the pandemic has significantly affected employment, 
entertainment, and especially education.

To combat the spread of the virus, in-mid March of 2020, Governor Sisolak closed all 
K-12 classes, including all public, private, and charter schools. Since then, from pre-school to 
grad school, education has changed. Some institutions have re-opened for in-person classes 
with new safety protocols. Some are offering a hybrid of on-campus and distance education. 
Some are still operating entirely online, having tweaked their courses to fit that model. 

When lockdowns first occurred, schools in the Vegas Valley rushed to adapt, 
incorporating online learning into existing curricula with varying degrees of success. 
Teachers scrambled to pull together resources, and parents labored to figure out what 
students were supposed to do. 

To alleviate these challenges, Clark County School District adopted Canvas ahead of the 
fall 2020 school season. Canvas is a learning management system designed to make virtual 
education easier. CCSD, which has more than 307,000 students ranging from kindergarten 
through 12th grade in approximately 360 schools, uses Canvas to deliver online education 

that hits the milestones of in-person learning. Canvas is integrated with Infinite Campus, 
CCSD’s student information system (SIS), and Google’s online tools. 

The teaching methods may have changed, but parents and students still have  
numerous options within CCSD. Charter schools are a popular choice because of their 
flexible curricula. There is no charge to attend a charter school, although there may be a fee 
for certain specific items or events. Several CCSD schools are magnets, federally funded 
programs that have a specific focus, such as Science, Math, Engineering and Technology 
(STEM), performing arts, language immersion, or International Baccalaureate (IB) 
curricula. There are no tuition, application, or entrance fees for magnets. CCSD also offers 
adult education courses and special education.

Looking for a bachelor’s degree? Or a master’s? The College of Southern Nevada (CSN) 
offers hundreds of degrees and certificates in 70 academic programs—with 26 degrees and 
certificates available entirely online. CSN has eight locations around the Las Vegas valley. 
Nevada State College (NSC), located in Henderson on a 509 acre campus, offers 42 
academic programs in Liberal Arts & Sciences, Education, and Nursing.  Or, study 
Hospitality Management or Engineering at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV) 
– just two of the 240+ undergraduate and graduate degree & certificate programs offered at 
UNLV. 

S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N  1 E D U C A T I O N  N O W 

n E L E M E N TA RY     n M I D D L E  S C H O O L     n H I G H  S C H O O L     n C O L L E G E / U N I V E R S I T Y / V O C AT I O N A L 

- Compiled and written by Elisabeth Daniels -
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n Serving grades 9-12, CANYON SPRINGS HIGH 
SCHOOL (350 E Alexander Rd, North Las Vegas, 89032) is 
a public high school that is home to the Leadership and 
Law Preparatory Academy, a college preparatory magnet 
program which offers a four-year program in legal stud-
ies. Other majors include Cybersecurity, Robotics, and 
Landscape Design. For the 2020-2021 school year, Canyon 
Springs High School created a Roles & Expectations page 
on their website – with sections for students, parents and 
guardians, educators, and administrators – to make dis-
tance learning easier and more successful. 

n Those looking for an education in healthcare will want 
to check out CARRINGTON COLLEGE (5740 S Eastern 
Ave #140, Las Vegas, 89119). Instructors bring practical 
working experience from their field into the classroom, 
and students build their resumes through clinical rota-
tions or externships with local medical professionals 
whether through their associate degree program or their 
certificate level education. Carrington College has two lo-
cations in Nevada: Reno and Las Vegas. The Las Vegas 
location offers programs in Dental Assisting, Medical 
Assisting, Medical Billing and Coding, Physical Therapist 
Assisting and becoming a Respiratory Therapist. Car-
rington offers several different online programs to meet 
students’ personal and professional goals. 

n Serving grades 9-12, CENTENNIAL HIGH SCHOOL 
(10200 W Centennial Pkwy, Las Vegas, 89149) is a pub-
lic high school that’s home to the Bulldogs. The Bulldogs 
have earned over 50 division championships, more than 
28 region championships, and fifteen state champion-
ships. Students have received National Merit Finalist 
Recognitions, scholarships, and Military Academy Ap-
pointments. The school’s NJROTC Program has frequent-
ly been selected as the number one unit in the nation. 
The school has creatively adapted to pandemic-related 
closures by hosting a Backwards Homecoming featuring 
a Bitmoji King and Queen and daily virtual activities.

n n Serving preschool through 8th grade students, 
CHALLENGER SCHOOL – SUMMERLIN (9900 W Isaac 
Newton Way, Las Vegas, 89129) provides a seamless blend 
of learning and fun. One of four Challenger Schools in 
Las Vegas, the school uses singing, dancing, and games to 
help teach core subjects to make and keep learning engag-
ing. Because Challenger Summerlin considers on-campus 
learning as the best educational choice, classes are avail-
able with capacity limits and other safety protocols as out-
lined in the school’s COVID-19 Practices. Online learning 
is available and runs parallel to the on-campus program. 

n CHAPARRAL HIGH SCHOOL (3850 Annie Oakley Dr, Las 
Vegas, 89121) is a public high school serving grades 9-12. 
Home of the Cowboys, the school’s pioneering spirit is 
embodied in its motto: Rigor, Relevance, Relationships, 
and Responsibility. Along with foundational coursework, 
Chaparral offers Automotive, Culinary, Forensic Science, 
Japanese, and Mariachi classes. Chaparral has a thriving 
athletics department with spring, fall and winter sports, in-
cluding football, soccer, golf, and swimming. While classes 
are held virtually, Chaparral has a list of free Wi-Fi business 
partners and seven ways to be successful with distance 
learning on its website. 

n Fully accredited and boasting a student-to-faculty ra-
tio of 23 to 1, COLLEGE OF SOUTHERN NEVADA (csn.
edu) offers hundreds of degrees and certificates in 70 
academic programs—with 26 degrees and certificates 
available entirely online. CSN has eight locations around 
the Las Vegas valley. There are three main campuses in 
Las Vegas, North Las Vegas, and Henderson as well as five 
other sites and centers throughout the Southern Neva-
da area. A variety of clubs, activities, and organizations 
keep students engaged and connected. Recognizing cy-
bersecurity as a fast-growing industry, the college offers 
Associate of Applied Science degrees in cybersecurity 
specialties including compliance, digital forensics, and 
network security. A Certificate of Achievement in Digital 

Forensics is also available. In 2020, CSN’s Mariachi Plata 
took first and third place in the Mariachi Vargas Extrava-
ganza National Vocal Competition, which is the nation’s 
largest and mariachi festival and competition. CSN insti-
tuted capacity limitations and transitioned the majority 
of services to a remote environment, as well as increasing 
requirements on face coverings.

n At CORONADO PREP PRESCHOOL (2650 Sunridge 
Heights Pkwy, Henderson, 89052), every child is seen as 
unique and allowed to develop at their own pace with the 
school’s emergent curriculum. Coronado Prep provides 
Infant Care, Toddler Care, Two’s Care and Preschool for 
3- to 5-year-olds. Families can keep up with their students’ 
progress through a live video monitoring system. To as-
sure distance learners succeed, there’s live instruction with 
breaks and daily coursework to be completed within nor-
mal, in-person hours of 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

n n n CORAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCE LAS VEGAS 
(7951 Deer Springs Way, Las Vegas, 89131) is rated the #1 
State-Sponsored Charter School and the #4 Nevada High 
School in the U.S. News and World Report 2020 Best High 
Schools Rankings. It’s a K-12 state sponsored tuition-free 
public charter school with emphasis in Math, Science, and 
Technology, currently offered through a mix of on-campus 
classes and distance learning. CASLV has six campuses 
throughout the Las Vegas valley, one of which is located 
at Nellis Air Force Base. In 2020, Coral Academy received 
Gold designations in Las Vegas Review-Journal’s Best of Las 
Vegas Awards for the following categories: Best Elementa-
ry School, Best Middle School, Best High School and Best 
Charter School.

n With two locations in Las Vegas, CRESCENT SCHOOL 
OF GAMING AND BARTENDING (4180 S. Sandhill Rd, 
Ste. B8, Las Vegas, 89122) offers bartending and casino 
gaming courses in one school. Accredited by ACCET (Ac-
crediting Council for Continuing Education and Train-
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ing), classes are customized to each student’s experience. 
Students move through each program at their own pace. 
Students with a solid foundation in the basics can complete 
the bartending program in as little as three weeks and the 
three-game casino dealing program in about three months. 
Crescent has a full-time Placement Director who works one-
on-one with gaming and mixology students to help them 
find a job before they graduate, even amid the pandemic.

n CULINARY ACADEMY OF LAS VEGAS (710 West Lake 
Mead Blvd, North Las Vegas, 89030) offers 15 different 
programs in hospitality work, digital and employability 
skills training. Students receive real-world training both 
on campus and through applied learning sites and part-
ners. The Westside Bistro is a student-run, full-service 
restaurant located on the main CALV campus. Culinary 
Arts Catering and Events is a professional catering service 
that provides on-site banquet service in the Events Center 
or off-site at a venue of choice. CALV is also a preferred 
caterer and the sole concessionaire of The Smith Center 
for the Performing Arts. They also operate 500 Grand Cafe, 
located inside the Clark County Government Center. 

n Combining a wide-ranging school experience with 
carefully chosen magnet criteria, DEL SOL ACADEMY 
OF THE PERFORMING ARTS (3100 E Patrick Ln, Las 
Vegas, 89120) gives students the choice to major in Cos-
tume Design, Dance, Mariachi, Band, Orchestra, Vocal, 
Music Production, Technical Theater, or Theater. With 
access to internships, Artist-in-Residence programs, and 
performance opportunities, students in grades 9-12 par-
ticipate in a challenging curriculum along with opportu-
nities in athletics, visual arts, service organizations, clubs, 
and student activities. Del Sol provides telecommuting 
options and full-time distance education as needed.

n Desert Pines High School (3800 Harris Ave, Las Vegas, 
89110) serves grades 9-12. The school also houses the 
DESERT PINES MAGNET ACADEMY. Students select pro-
grams such as Animation, Culinary Arts, Marketing, Med-
ical/Pre-Medical, Photography, Radio Production and Vid-
eo Production. The academy features a medical lab with 
zSpace augmented reality computers, a garden and café, 
and photography, radio, and video production studios. The 
academy has been recognized as a Magnet School of Excel-
lence. It has also received a Magnet School of Distinction 
award and is a designated PBS NewsHour Student Report-
ing Lab. Students have more than 40 extracurricular clubs 
and activities – as well as strong athletic programs. 

n EAST CAREER & TECHNICAL ACADEMY (705 Vegas Val-
ley Dr, Las Vegas, 89142) is a comprehensive magnet high 
school serving grades 9-12. When applying for admission, 
students select their program of choice and can select 
coursework in Education, Medical Professions, Culinary 
Arts, Entertainment Marketing & Hospitality, Automotive 
Mechanical Technology, Information Technology Systems, 
Construction Technology, and Electronics Technology. Stu-
dents gain first-hand experience in their selected program 
areas through rigorous coursework, hands-on projects, 
job-shadowing, and internships. Students can earn college 
credits through the 2+2 Tech Prep program and through 
Advanced Placement Courses. 

n n FAITH LUTHERAN MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH 
SCHOOL (2015 S Hualapai Way, Las Vegas, 89117) is 
the largest Lutheran school in the United States and 
the largest private school in Nevada. This year, they are 
serving more than 1,900 students in grades 6-12. Faith 
Lutheran began a hybrid model where 50% of their 
students were on campus each day while 50% learned 
from home - both synchronously and asynchronously. 
The average ACT score for the Class of 2020 was 23.0. 
SAT averages for the Class of 2020 were 590 in Evi-
denced Based Reading and Writing and 577 in Math-
ematics. 36 Honors and 21 Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses strengthen Faith’s college-prep curriculum. In 
grades 6, 7, and 8, Middle School boasts Iowa Test of 
Basic Skills scores in the 90th percentile compared to 
schools nationwide. The high school offers 191 differ-
ent courses from which to choose. 

n n Established in 1999, FOOTHILLS MONTESSORI 
SCHOOL (1401 Amador Ln, Henderson, 89012) was one 
of the first Montessori schools in Las Vegas. The school 
serves ages 3-14. Families are invited to tour the class-
rooms, meet staff, and experience the atmosphere. Ar-
eas of study encompass math, science, geography, social lvds.com
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begin 
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studies, history, language, foreign language, music, art, 
and physical education. Students work independently 
at their own pace as well as in small groups while ex-
ploring and mastering new concepts. Practical life expe-
riences and mixed age classrooms equip students with 
interpersonal skills and real-world applications.

n GILBERT MAGNET SCHOOL FOR COMMUNICATION 
AND CREATIVE ARTS (2101 W Cartier Ave, North Las 
Vegas, 89032) is an elementary magnet school serving 
kindergarten through 5th grade children. Gilbert Acad-
emy strives to empower all students by connecting the 
arts to content, developing critical thinking and prob-
lem-solving skills, and promoting academic achieve-
ment. Students explore, experience, and produce art in 
all its forms. During a normal school year when there 
are in-person classes, Gilbert students produce a live 
news program every morning. Students handle broad-

casting, running the teleprompter, and working the 
board in a state-of-the-art television studio. 

n HENDERSON CHRISTIAN ACADEMY (2750 Robindale 
Road, Henderson 89074) is a privately owned pre-school in 
Las Vegas. They provide small class sizes and a nurturing 
family atmosphere through five programs: Infants, Tod-
dlers, 2’s, Preschool, and Pre-K. The infant program begins 
at six weeks old. Teachers the littlest students to age-appro-
priate sign language, art, music, and gross motor develop-
ment activities. The curriculum in the Toddlers program fo-
cuses on providing students with early literacy experiences 
through story time, songs, felt board stories, sign language, 
and more. Students can also explore the world around them 
through hands on science and sensory activities. Two-year-
olds enjoy a classroom with a positive approach to learning 
social skills as well as age-appropriate academics. The Pre-
school program emphasizes Language and Literacy, Social 

and Emotional, Creative Expression, Mathematics, Gross/
Fine Motor Skills, Science & Social Studies, and Multicultur-
al. The Pre-K program focuses on a center-based learning en-
vironment with designated areas of study delivered through 
an individualized curriculum.  

n n HENDERSON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL (1165 
Sandy Ridge Ave, Henderson 89052) is a preschool – 8th 
grade private school located in Henderson, Nevada, serv-
ing Henderson, Las Vegas, and surrounding communi-
ties. The school’s STEAM curriculum focuses not only on 
science, technology, engineering, and math, but also on 
art. In normal years, the international emphasis includes 
a homestay boarding program providing opportunities 
for students from around the globe. 

n HYDE PARK ACADEMY OF SCIENCE AND MATH-
EMATICS (900 Hinson St, Las Vegas, 89107) is a STEM 
academy for students in grades 6-8. The program serves 
students who require an academically demanding and 
challenging curriculum in the four core content areas:  
mathematics, language arts, science, and social studies. 
The academy’s integrated math and science curriculum 
provides students with opportunities for experiential, 
collaborative, and interdisciplinary learning. Writing 
is also integrated into all curricular areas to ensure the 
development of both critical and higher-level thinking 
skills, as well as problem-solving skills. All content areas 
offer high school credit opportunities. Hyde Park has 
been recognized as a Magnet School of Excellence and a 
Governor’s STEM School. 

n n JO MACKEY ACADEMY OF LEADERSHIP AND 
GLOBAL COMMUNICATION (2726 Englestad St, North 
Las Vegas, 89030) is a 4-star magnet school, the only one 
in Clark County School District that serves kindergarten 
through 8th grade students. This recent change is de-
signed to make transitioning to the later grades easier 
for students and reduce barriers to their education. Jo 
Mackey is a leadership-focused educational communi-
ty that fosters positive character through social respon-
sibility and 21st-century skills. The school is named for 
Mrs. Jo Mackey, who came to Las Vegas around 1925 and 
devoted her life to the under-privileged and to the handi-
capped, being handicapped herself. Her legacy is carried 
on through student participation in service projects, 
which are undertaken by students in every grade level. 

n Opened in 2003, JOHN FISH JEWELRY SCHOOL (953 
E Sahara Ave #5, Las Vegas, 89104) provides instruction 
in all phases of jewelry manufacturing and repair. The 
school’s knowledgeable instructions bring 40 years of ex-
perience to courses, which include jewelry manufactur-
ing and repair, jewelry repair with diamonds and other 
precious stones, and repair with basic stone diamond 
setting. Students must have completed high school and 
be at least 18 years of age. The John Fish Jewelry School is 
approved by the Nevada Commission on Post-Secondary 
Education and is approved for veterans. 

n n n n KHAN ACADEMY (khanacademy.org) has tradi-
tionally been an educational website offering video lessons 
for kindergarten-through-8th grade, high school, college 
students, and adult learners – all for free. Khan’s person-
alized learning system assesses student progress and pro-
vides real-time feedback and lessons to help students fill 
gaps in their understanding and accelerate their learning in 
K-12 math, high school, and AP math, science, social stud-
ies, art history, and computer science. In the 2019-20 school 
year, Khan launched a new software tool, focused on late 
elementary and middle school math, for use in Clark Coun-
ty School District classrooms. While use of the new tool has 
diminished amid the pandemic, many teachers are finding 
it helpful in ensuring that gaps in students’ knowledge are 
addressed during distance learning. 

n n Encouraging children to explore and progress in 
their own way, and at their own pace, KIDDIE ACADE-
MY OF HENDERSON (870 Coronado Center Dr, Hender-
son, 89052) is an educational daycare modeled on the 
Life Essentials® educational philosophy, which includes 
computer literacy and character education. Every Kid-
die Academy location follows Health Essentials, en-
hanced wellness and disinfection guidelines designed 
to ensure the health of students, parents, and staff. Core 
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curriculum is delivered via learning through play, devel-
opmentally appropriate classrooms, positive guidance, 
science, technology, engineering, and math skills, all 
supplemented with Music & More, weekly 30-minute 
lessons filled with music, stories and more.

n n Focusing on the student rather than scores, LEGA-
CY TRADITIONAL SCHOOLS (locations in North Las Ve-
gas, Southwest Las Vegas, and Henderson) is a non-profit 
network of tuition-free, A-rated public schools known for 
their back-to-basics approach to learning. The curriculum 
develops accomplished learners with a vigorous pace of 
study, high expectations, self-contained K-8 classrooms, 
the Spalding Language Arts curriculum, the accelerated 
Saxon Math curriculum, the Momentum Fitness Pro-
gram, the Mozart Performing Arts program, and more.  

n A nationally recognized, award-winning magnet high 
school, LAS VEGAS ACADEMY OF THE ARTS (315 S 
7th St, Las Vegas, 89101) serves students in grades 9 
through 12. LVA affords students the opportunity to 
pursue a conservatory in the areas of dance, music, the-
ater, or visual arts. Within those conservatories, majors 
in band, vocal music, dance, guitar, international stud-
ies (French, Japanese, and Spanish), mariachi, orchestra, 
photography, piano, studio art, technical theatre, the-
atre, visual design, and world jazz studies are available. 
All students must meet certain criteria for acceptance: 
completing an application, auditioning in their chosen 
performing major, preparing a portfolio, and taking an 
aptitude test. LVA has received national, state, and local 
accolades and boasts a 100% graduation rate. 

n A public high school serving grades 9-12, LAS VEGAS 
HIGH SCHOOL (6500 E Sahara Ave, Las Vegas, 89142) is 
home of the Wildcats, a sports team which has won nu-
merous championships, and their athletics programs are 
recognized as some of the best in Nevada. Along with 
attending challenging academic classes, students can par-

ticipate in sports, CTE courses, the school’s performing 
arts program, or its AJROTC program, although many of 
those activities transitioned online during the pandemic. 
Students can also join one of the 40 different clubs and 
organizations when campus is open. 

n Family-owned and student-focused, MILAN INSTI-
TUTE (710 S Tonopah Dr, Las Vegas, 89106) offers Ad-
ministrative Medical Assistant, Dental Assistant, Medical 
Assisting, and Pharmacy Technician career training. Milan 
Institute has been approved to train Veterans and eligible 
persons, and military education benefits are accepted. 
Instructors are professionals in their respective fields, 
bringing current industry insight to the classroom and 
providing on-the-job experience. Students impacted by 
the pandemic may qualify for a COVID-19 grant, and the 
institute offers a hybrid learning model which includes a 
laptop with the training program selected. 

n n NASRI ACADEMY FOR GIFTED CHILDREN (3695 S 
Lindell Rd, Las Vegas,89103) serves kindergarten through 
8th grade students. Founded by Las Vegan Bita Nasri 
who was frustrated with the educational options avail-
able to her gifted son, Nasri Academy for Gifted Children 
opened in September of 2016 to provide gifted children 
with a specialized learning environment. The Nasri Acad-
emy for Gifted Children Educational Philosophy is built 
around the Integrated Curriculum Model (ICM), which 
is comprised of three main areas: Overarching Concepts, 
Advanced Content, and Process-Product. Other areas of 
study include Robotics, Art, Music, Innovation and De-
sign, and Physical Activities. 

n NEVADA CAREER INSTITUTE (3231 N Decatur Blvd 
#201, Las Vegas, 89130) is a for-profit college offering 
Diploma, Associate Degree and Certification Programs in 
health care that can be completed in less than a year. NCI 
differentiates itself by combining quality programs with 
flexible schedules. NCI offers an Associate of Science De-

gree in Healthcare Administration along with affordable 
training programs in Business Office Administration, 
Dental Assisting, Medical Assisting, Medical Insurance 
Billing, and Pharmacy. Programs combine rigorous class-
room studies with hands-on training. A choice of day or 
evening classes accommodate busy schedules, and some 
coursework is available online. 

n NEVADA STATE COLLEGE (1300 Nevada State Drive, 
Henderson, 89002) a four-year public college offering more 
than 35 majors and minors. Known for its small classes 
and experienced faculty, fields of study include the liber-
al arts and sciences, and more. Students can learn in-class 
or online, or a hybrid of both. All instruction is career-fo-
cused, so technology and a hands-on approach are high 
priorities. Recognizing that education goes beyond aca-
demics, Nevada State College also has a robust and diverse 
student life with a variety of clubs and organizations and 
the opportunity to participate in student government. 

n NEVADA STATE HIGH SCHOOL (multiple locations 
in Las Vegas and Henderson) is a tuition-free, public 
charter school serving grades 11-12. Juniors and seniors 
take legitimate college courses with genuine college 
professors on actual college and university campuses at 
this state-funded school. Their mission is to support stu-
dents in a college environment with the necessary per-
sonal, academic, and social skills required for success.. 
Courses count for both high school and college credit, 
making it possible for students to earn their high school 
diplomas while getting a jump on their college degrees. 

n NORTHWEST CAREER & TECHNICAL ACADEMY 
(8200 W Tropical Pkwy, Las Vegas, 89149) is a public mag-
net school serving grades 9-12 that emphasizes college 
preparation. Programs consist of Biomedical Science, Con-
struction Technology, Culinary Arts, Engineering & Design, 
Hospitality & Marketing, Mechanical Technology, Teacher 
Education, and Veterinary Science. There is a large variety 
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Nasri Academy  noun
Nas·ri A·cad· e· my | \nas-reə -’ka-d -me\

Definition of Nasri Academy
1.  solution to an overlooked, and  

under-served need for students  
especially: the only full-time education solution  
for gifted children in Southern Nevada

2.  a private school for the advanced education  
and unique needs of K-8 gifted children of  
ALL socioeconomic backgrounds

3.  a community of gifted persons organized to advance 
(STEAM) science, technology, engineering, arts,  
and math in the youth of Las Vegas

4.  a body of established educators widely accepted 
as authoritative in the schooling of gifted children

Synonyms for Nasri Academy 
Advocate for the gifted, frustration-breaker

To Learn More About Nasri Academy visit  
nasriacademy.com
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of clubs and activities for students to participate in, includ-
ing Astronomy Club, Forensics, Future Business Leaders 
of America, Polynesian Dance Club, and Robotics Club. 
To help students succeed while learning from home, the 
school maintains a Daily Instructional Guide for Distance 
Education on its website. 

n PALO VERDE HIGH SCHOOL (333 S Pavilion Center 
Dr, Las Vegas, 89144) is named for the Palo Verde trees 
that surround it. The mission of Palo Verde is to prepare 
students to realize their academic, creative, emotional, 
physical, social, and career potentials as contributing 
members of a multicultural society in an international 
community of mutual respect. The school achieves this 
mission through challenging coursework, a robust ath-
letics program, and diverse activities. Highlights include 
5-Star status in U.S. News and World Report’s 2020 Best 
High Schools, 50 athletic team state titles, 6-time winner 
of the NIAA Award of Excellence, over 100 athletic team 
regional titles, and 61 college credit opportunities. 

n The PHLEBOTOMY LEARNING CENTER OF LAS VE-
GAS (2110 E Flamingo Rd, Suite 155, Las Vegas, 89119) 
is private vocational school that’s dedicated to quality 
phlebotomy education. According to the United States 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment of phlebotomists 
is expected to have grown 25% by 2024. All of the Cen-
ter’s instructors have worked as phlebotomists and have 
taught students or new hires in the art/science of phle-
botomy. The 11-week program meets one day a week, 
and class time is equally divided between lecture and lab 
work. Successful completion of the program requires an 
externship of 50 clock hours and at least 100 unaided, 
supervised venipunctures at a hospital or laboratory. 

n n With a learning garden, a science atrium and a 
state-of-the-art facility, RAINBOW DREAMS ACADEMY 
(950 W Lake Mead Blvd, Las Vegas, 89106) provides at-
risk and under-served students with a distinctive learning 

environment. Rainbow Dreams Early Learning Academy 
is a primary provider of early childhood education, fam-
ily engagement, and professional development program-
ming and services in the historic Westside of Las Vegas. 
Rainbow Dreams Academy is a Nevada state-approved, 
K-8 Public Charter School, also serving the Historic West-
side of Las Vegas. RDA offers a culturally relevant curric-
ulum and instructional program that integrates English 
language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, read-
ing, computer technology, fine and performing arts, and 
Spanish with an infusion of African American history 
and multicultural education. 

n Serving grades 9-12, RANCHO HIGH SCHOOL MAG-
NET ACADEMY (1900 Searles Ave, Las Vegas, 89101) is a 
“school within a school” inside Rancho High School, the 
second oldest high school in the Las Vegas Valley. RHS 
provides students with thorough and relevant learning 
experiences within the magnet programs as well as in the 
general curriculum, and students can choose from elec-
tives such as orchestra, theater, dance, band, choir, and art. 
After-school athletic programs and club activities are also 
available. The Rancho High School Pre-Medical Academy 
is the head-start program for those interested in becoming 
doctors, dentists, pharmacists, veterinarians, and nurses. 
The Emergency Medical Technician is one of the high-
lights of the Rancho High School Pre-Medical Academy. 
Rancho High School’s Academy of Aviation, the only one 
of its kind in the District and one of only a handful in the 
United States, offers two dynamic and unique programs 
for students interested in aviation and aerospace. Students 
learn the fundamentals of flight, space travel, and rocket-
ry through hands-on projects and the use of expert tech-
nology in a state-of the-art aviation lab. Physical sciences 
and emerging technologies are key components of course 
work. Aviation students also earn college credit and pre-
pare for success in college and in program-related careers. 

n With a curriculum that centers on English, math, and 

science, ROBERT O. GIBSON MIDDLE SCHOOL LEAD-
ERSHIP ACADEMY (3900 W Washington Ave, Las Vegas, 
89107) is a magnet school serving grades 6-8. The Acade-
my uses the real world as a classroom in which students 
develop as leaders who take initiative, solve problems, 
work as a team, and demonstrate their abilities while 
addressing real community needs. Highlights include a 
House Rewards System, Internationally Recognized Ro-
botics Team, Leadership Ambassador Outreach Program, 
Drumline Program. The Academy has been recognized 
with a Magnet School of Excellence, a Spirit of Nevada 
Student Council Award, and a Quiet Storm Foundation 
Student Award, and it is an AVID Certified School. 

n With campuses in Henderson, Summerlin and South 
Jordan, Utah, ROSEMAN UNIVERSITY OF HEALTH SCI-
ENCES (11 Sunset Way, Henderson, 89014) is a private, 
non-profit university for undergraduate and gradu-
ate-level healthcare professionals. Within the university 
are the College of Dental Medicine, offering an Advanced 
Education in Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthope-
dics/MBA residency, an Advanced Education in General 
Dentistry residency and a Doctor of Dental Medicine; 
College of Pharmacy, offering a Doctor of Pharmacy and 
Professional Continuing Education; College of Nursing, 
offering a Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Accelerated 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing and Master of Science in 
Nursing/Family Nurse Practitioner; and a healthcare-fo-
cused MBA program. Roseman University of Health Sci-
ences will also offer a Doctor of Medicine through its Col-
lege of Medicine once it becomes accredited. Roseman’s 
Six-Point Master Learning Model sets its programs apart 
from other healthcare educational institutions. 

n SANDY SEARLES MILLER ACADEMY OF INTERNA-
TIONAL STUDIES (4851 E Lake Mead Blvd, Las Vegas, 
89115) is a free, award-winning, public elementary mag-
net school serving students in grades K-5. The school 
offers the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Pro-
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gramme with an emphasis in Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, Arts, and Math (STEAM). Students are involved 
in their learning through inquiry and discovery in an inter-
nationally relevant and rigorous program of study, which 
includes providing Spanish instruction to all students.  

n SHENKER ACADEMY (9001 Hillpointe Rd, Las Vegas, 
89134) is the largest preschool in Summerlin. Shenker 
uses the Multiple Intelligence Theory, which defines 
eight different intelligences or strengths that all people 
possess. The learning environment encourages chil-
dren to explore and exercise all eight intelligences with 
hands-on, multi-sensory activities. Hebrew, Spanish, 
and Sign Language are a part of the curriculum. 

n SIERRA NEVADA COLLEGE (4300 E Sunset Rd # E1, 
Henderson, 89014) is a private, four-year institution with 
locations across Nevada and online. The curriculum is 
built around four core themes: Entrepreneurial Think-
ing, Professional Preparedness, Liberal Arts, and Sus-
tainability. The Henderson campus offers affordable, 
professional programs for teachers and educational ad-
ministrators, including Masters degrees, all scheduled to 
meet the needs of working adults. Undergraduate majors 
in Global Business Management and Psychology and 
graduate degrees in M.Ed. in Administration and M.Ed. 
in ELAD are available 100% online. 

n Serving grades 9-12, SIERRA VISTA HIGH SCHOOL 
(8100 W Robindale Rd, Las Vegas, 89113) is a public 
high school. It is one of the most ethnically diverse high 
schools in the valley. Vista is also one of 11 Clark County 
schools that worked with the Elaine Wynn Foundation 
on a pilot program using specialized software, called 
Panorama. The software is installed on district-funded 
Chromebooks and monitor the social and emotional 
wellness of students during the pandemic. The school 
recently celebrated a 16% increase in graduation rates 
in three years, reaching 94%. In 2020, Kenneth Brown, 
a teacher at Vista, was recognized as the Clark County 
School District’s New Educator of the Year. 

n n SILVER SANDS MONTESORRI CHARTER SCHOOL 
(1841 Whitney Mesa Dr, Henderson, 89014) is the only 
public Montessori school in Southern Nevada. As a 
school of choice in Clark County, SSMCS is a state-spon-
sored, tuition-free charter school that serves grades Kin-
dergarten through 8. SSMCS blends the principles of Ma-
ria Montessori from The Montessori Way and the state 
of Nevada’s academic performance standards. SSMCS 
supports the development of well-rounded students by 
offering clubs, field trips, athletics, festivals, before-and-
after-school programs and participation in the Southern 
Nevada Science Fair and Nevada Geography Bee. 

n n n THE ADELSON EDUCATIONAL CAMPUS (9700 
Hillpointe Rd, Las Vegas, 89134) is the only preschool-
through-grade-12 independent private school based on 
Jewish values and identity. The Adelson Educational 
Campus consists of two schools: The Preschool/Lower 
School for students from 18 months through 5th grade 
and the Upper School for grades 6–12. AEC strives to 
develop students into caring, perceptive, engaged think-
ers, who are fully prepared for top universities at home 
and abroad. Small student-to-teacher ratios ensure indi-
vidualized attention. Unique to AEC is their Startup In-
cubator, a state-of-the-art technology lab. AEC promotes 
pride in Jewish identity by teaching about Jewish histo-
ry, Israel, and the Jewish people.  

n TOURO UNIVERSITY NEVADA (874 American Pacific 
Drive, Henderson, 89014) is a non-profit university focused 
on positively impacting the Vegas Valley community in 
healthcare and education. Founded on the Judaic values of 
teaching, service, and learning, Touro offers programs in 
Education, Medical Health Sciences, Nursing, Occupation-
al Therapy, Osteopathic Medicine, Physical Therapy, Physi-
cian Assistant Studies, and Research. The Touro campus is 
also home to both a full-service patient health clinic, staffed 
by practicing faculty members, and a multidisciplinary 
Center for Autism and Developmental Disabilities.  

n Since the first classes were held on campus in 1957, 
UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS (unlv.edu) has 
transformed itself from a small branch college into a 
thriving urban research institution. A public university 
situated on 332 acres roughly 1.6 miles east of the Las 
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Vegas Strip, UNLV has more than 350 degrees to choose 
from. UNLV students and faculty have unprecedented ac-
cess to 3D printers, laser cutters, and podcasting and vid-
eo recording studios as part of Lied Library’s Makerspace 
and Multimedia Production Studios. In 2018, the univer-
sity was elevated to R1 “very high research activity” status 
by the Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher 
Education. In 2019, UNLV’s College of Engineering cre-
ated a dual degree program with Changsha University 
of Science and Technology in China. The 3+1 electrical 
engineering bachelor’s degree enables CSUST students 
to attend their home university for the first three years of 
their college education, and then provides them the op-
tion of finishing their degree at UNLV. UNLV has jumped 
50 spots, from 185 to 131, in CollegeNet, Inc.’s 2020 Social 
Mobility Index, an annual analysis that ranks four-year 
U.S. colleges and universities according to how effectively 
they enroll students from under-resourced backgrounds 
and graduate them into well-paying jobs. The ranking 
also comes at a time when UNLV’s enrollment has held 
steady despite the COVID-19 pandemic, and first-year re-
tention figures are at an all-time high of 79.8 percent. In 
2020, UNLV’s nursing program was ranked among the 
best in the country for its online master’s program by 
U.S. News and World Report, jumping to 11th, up from 
27th last year. The program has ranked in top 30 each 
year since ranking began in 2012. Nursing also recently 
increased its undergraduate admissions program to ac-
cept 216 students over three cohorts each year, directly 
addressing the shortage of health care practitioners in 
Nevada. UNLV has a number notable graduate schools, 
including the William S. Boyd School of Law; the College 
of Education; and the College of Business. The Lee Busi-
ness School offers five master’s degree programs. UNLV 
is also home to the prominent Black Mountain Institute, 
a literary center dedicated to promoting discourse on to-
day’s most contentious topics. UNLV’s Performing Arts 
Center is a home for the arts in Southern Nevada, na-
tionally known for its musical and theatrical offerings. 

The popular Rebels athletic teams compete in the NCAA 
Division I Mountain West Conference. Opportunities for 
research are available through the university’s academic 
hubs, such as the Center for Gaming Research, the Cen-
ter for Information and Communication Technology and 
the Arnold Shaw Popular Music Research Center. UNLV 
School of Dental Medicine is the only four-year accredit-
ed dental school in Nevada. 

n VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL (2839 Burnham Ave, Las Ve-
gas, 89169) is a public high school, serving grades 9-12, 
that offers award-winning magnet programs. The Inter-
national Baccalaureate Diploma program prepares stu-
dents for success in higher education fields for all pro-
fessions, including Business, Engineering, Law, Medical, 
and more. The Academy of Hospitality and Tourism 
(AOHT) prepares students for careers related to Events, 
Food & Beverage, Hospitality, Hotel Management, Lead-
ership, Marketing, Travel, Tourism, Sports Entertain-
ment, and boasts a 100% graduation rate. Students in 
the Military Science, Technology, and Emergency Man-
agement program (MSTEM) gain skills and knowledge 
to work in Computer Science, Criminal Investigations, 
Cybersecurity, Law Enforcement, and Military Leader-
ship. Valley High School’s athletics participants are Vi-
kings. Valley also offers a variety of co-curricular activ-
ities such as Ballet Folklórico, Choir, Mariachi, Student 
Council, and various clubs. 

n VARIETY SCHOOL (2800 Stewart Ave, Las Vegas, 
89101) serves special needs students with physical, 
intellectual, or emotional disabilities. A Sensory Room 
space provides individuals with sensory issues skills to 
regulate their body’s reactions to external stimuli and 
develop coping skills for these experiences through a 
variety of Sensory activities. The room allows students 
to just “be” through a therapy swing, beanbags, weight-
ed items, a trampoline, deep pressure experiences, a ball 
pit, and projected calming lights and sounds. It provides 
opportunities to experience these items in a structured 

setting, while allowing for work on behavior skills and 
encouraging functional communication. The school fea-
tures vocational training centers for a laundry, a kitchen 
and restaurant, a recycling center, a graphics center, and 
a greenhouse. Students spend time in each area, learn-
ing a skill of their choice, with a goal of preparing them 
for the workforce. For example, the Bulldog Café is run 
by the students that are looking forward to a career in 
the food service industry. The students shop, prepare, 
and serve all menu items, while maintaining Health De-
partment standards. 

n The only school of its kind in Nevada, VETERANS 
TRIBUTE CAREER AND TECHNICAL ACADEMY (2531 Ve-
gas Dr, Las Vegas, 89106) is a public high school serv-
ing grades 9-12 that’s focused on preparing students 
for careers in public service. Magnet programs include 
Criminal Justice/Pre-Law, Emergency Medical Services, 
911 Dispatch, Law Enforcement, Forensic Science, and 
Cybersecurity. With the new format of online learning 
for the 2020-21 school year, VTCTA, along with CCSD, 
has compiled digital resources to help facilitate learn-
ing as well as health and wellness, food service, Infinite 
Campus, Canvas, Google Meet and more. Partnerships 
with the Las Vegas Metro Police Department and other 
public agencies help with job placement. 

n WGU NEVADA (wgu.edu/nevada), which is part of 
Western Governors University, is an accredited online 
university offering bachelor’s and master’s degrees for 
busy adults. WGU graduates are considered leaders and 
innovators in their professions—at top companies and 
organizations such as Amazon, Cedars-Sinai, Google, 
Goldman Sachs, Microsoft, the Mayo Clinic, and the 
United Nations.Areas of study include Business, Educa-
tion, Healthcare, and IT. WGU provides a fully accredit-
ed education at about half the cost of national averages. 
University Research & Review has named WGU a Best 
Value School seven years running. ◆ 



Challenger School offers uniquely fun and academic classes for preschool to 
eighth grade students. Our students learn to think for themselves and to value 
independence.

Our campuses are open.
Come for a tour today!

© 2021, Challenger Schools 
Challenger School admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin. 

Desert Hills 410-7225 
8175 West Badura Ave. 

Green Valley 263-4576 
1725 East Serene Ave.

Los Prados 839-1900  
5150 North Jones Blvd. 

Summerlin 878-6418 
9900 Isaac Newton Way

An independent private school offering preschool through eighth grade






