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WSMR is a not-for-profit public radio station with a full-time classical music format that is part of WUSF 

Public Media. This format does not easily lend itself to the discussion and exploration of what many 

people may normally think of as “issues.” But classical music and the arts explore many issues that 

impact our community. Further, our listening community is best served when the programs we produce, 

the special programming we schedule and the intros and outros written for the pieces we broadcast 

deal primarily with topics related to the reasons why WSMR listeners tune into the station: to hear and 

learn about great music and to be in touch with the vibrant cultural life of our community.  

We have identified the following as significant issues facing our community and the steps taken by 

WSMR to address them: 

Local Issue/Concern WSMR’s Treatment/Programming to Address the 
Issue 

Public Access to Cultural Events Arts and cultural events are often inaccessible to 
large portions of the community, depriving them of 
the opportunity to enrich their lives. 
WSMR broadcasts events from local arts institutions 
to share this art form with as many people from 
diverse backgrounds as possible. In this quarter, we 
aired the following programming from the Sarasota 
Opera: 
 
October 23rd:  Aida by Verdi 
 
October 30th:  Rigoletto by Verdi 
 
November 6th:  Turandot by Puccini  
 
November 13th:                Tiefland by D’Albert 
 
November 20th:  L’amore dei tre re by    
                                           Montemezzi 
 
November 27th:  The Golden Cockerel by    
                                            Rimsky-Korsakov 

Arts and Cultural Awareness During this quarter, WSMR informed listeners at 
least 6-times daily about arts and culture events in 
the community through public service 
announcements and informing them about free 
content on Arts Axis Florida, a WUSF Public Media 
website dedicated to highlighting local arts 
organizations from within the station’s listening area 
by sharing multi-media content. 



Education Part of WSMR’s mission is to make classical music 
accessible to listeners young and old. Throughout 
this quarter, WSMR addressed this issue by 
frequently including background about the 
composers, conductors and orchestras with nearly 
every piece played on the air. Further, the audience 
learned about significant events in classical music 
history through “On This Day,” a feature that aired 
every weekday during this quarter. Lastly, the 
audience learned about the latest trends in classical 
music and work from new composers through the 
WSMR produced show “Modern Notebook,” which 
airs every Sunday night from 8pm to 10pm during 
this quarter. Shows that aired during this quarter: 
 
October 3rd: Music by Kaija Saariaho’s Cloud Trio; 
music by James Lee the 3rd performed by cellist 
Inbal Segev; and a piece for voice, electronics, and 
string quartet by Pamela Z called the Unraveling 
which takes inspiration from the composer’s busking 
days, the music of Joni Mitchell, and more. 
 
October 10th: A string quartet by Juri Seo titled 
“Infinite Season,” that is inspired by the changes of 
nature over the course of the year. Also, Akropolis 
Reed Quintet performs music by Niloufar 
Nourbakhsh. And music by John Luther Adams titled 
Become Desert, a massive work that features five 
different ensembles moving at five different tempos. 
 
October 17th: Music by Douglas J. Cuomo for electric 
guitar and string quartet from a piece titled “Seven 
Limbs.” Plus, a work for wind quintet by Jeff Scott 
called “Homage to Paradise Valley,” which is a suite 
composed to honor the history of two historic 
neighborhoods in Detroit: Black Bottom and 
Paradise Valley. 
 
October 24th: Music by Stacy Garrop for wind 
quintet titled "Rites for the Afterlife." Also, pianist 
Stewart Goodyear performs music by Anthony Davis. 
And the Symphony No. 2 by Chen Yi, which draws on 
aspects unique to Beijing opera. 
 
 
 
 



October 31st: Music by J. Kimo Williams for electric 
violin and string quartet titled “With Malice Towards 
None,” and Julia Wolfe’s large-scale work  “Fire in 
My Mouth.” Plus: it’s Halloween, so tune in for a few 
dark - and even ghastly - selections, like Esa Pekka-
Salonen’s “Insomnia,” and “The Owl and the Wren,” 
from Kate Soper’s "Voices from the Killing Jar." 
 
November 7th: A celebration of Fall with music from 
Akemi Naito’s "Memory of the Woods" for solo 
marimba, and music by Toru Takemitsu for 
traditional Japanese instruments biwa and 
shakuhachi alongside a Western orchestra… titled 
"November Steps." Plus: a moment from the 
Autumn portion of Anna Meredith’s ANNO titled 
“Bloom.” 
 
November 14th: We take you to a few different parts 
of the world, with Freya Waley-Cohen's solo harp 
piece "Skye," inspired by time she spent as a child on 
the Isle of Skye off the coast of Scotland. And solo 
piano music by Erik Griswold, from his "Four Places 
in Queensland," titled "Cunningham's Gap." 
 
November 21st: String quartet music by Reza Vali 
titled Nayshâborak, which utilizes a traditional 
Persian tuning system. And solo piano music by 
Linda Catlin Smith from pianist Julia Den Boer’s 
latest album of music that invites listeners to 
examine and absorb themselves in the resonance, 
sustain, and sonority of the instrument. 
 
November 28th: Music by Timo Andres titled “Old 
Ground,” which draws upon Maurice Ravel’s Le 
Gibet. Also, works by Gabriela Lena Frank and Anna 
Weesner. And Nicole Lizée’s “Keep Driving, I’m 
Dreaming,” a large orchestra work that incorporates 
analogue and archaic devices like turntables, 
cassette tapes, and reel-to-reel machines. 
 
December 5th: Explores dream-like music, including 
Nico Muhly’s “Seeing is Believing,” which the 
composer describes as drawing upon the exciting 
and superstitious practice of observing and mapping 
the sky. And “Dreamscapes,” the piano concerto by 
Vivian Fung, which fuses elements of Balinese 
gamelan music with extended techniques on the 
piano. 



December 12th: With Winter approaching, music 
about snowfall & stars, including a violin & piano 
work by Elena Langer titled “Snow;” Shuying Li’s 
“Canton Snowstorm,” which depicts a surreal 
snowstorm in the subtropical climate of southern 
China; & Emma O’Halloran’s “Constellations,” for 
voice, ensemble & electronics. 
 
December 19th: We prepare for the upcoming 
Winter solstice with two works, one for flute and 
orchestra by Lou Harrison and then Kitty Xiao’s 
piano trio “Solstice I.” Plus, as we head into the 
darkest nights of the year, hear music about the 
night by Gregory Wanamaker and Laura Andel. 
 
December 26th: Anna Clyne’s orchestral work “The 
Midnight Hour.” Plus, saxophone and piano music by 
Baljinder Sekhon titled “Sonata of Puzzles.” And the 
entirety of Anna Meredith’s “ANNO,” music that 
depicts an entire year of seasons with strings and 
electronics, seamlessly integrated within Vivaldi’s 
“Four Seasons.” 
 

Equality and Inclusivity Part of WSMR’s mission is to explore the 
intersection of classical music and diversity, 
ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, age, socio-economic background,  
cultures, and national origins. We do this by 
dedicating air time to focus on these topics and the 
issues that surround them. During this quarter, 
WSMR recognized Hispanic Heritage Month by 
featuring music composed and performed by 
Hispanics from October 1st through October 15th. 
WSMR also recognized Hanukkah from November 
28th through December 6th with special music tied to 
these holy days, plus WSMR recognized Christmas 
featuring music and special programming from 
December 18th through December 31st. 
 
 

 


