
BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY 1910 UNIVERSITY DRIVE BOISE, IDAHO 83725 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

Director, Gosf ilmof ond 
Stantsia Byelye Stolby 
Moskovskaya oblast 
u.s.s.R. 

Dear Director: 

27 July 1986 

bu . _ .. ~ 

I have been informed that it is possible that film archives in the 
U.S.S.R. may have prin.ts of some Silents which were filmed in the 
state of Idaho in the U.S.A. I am hoping you will be able to verify 
their existence and assist me in obtaining prints of them for "The 
Idaho Film Collection" which is housed in the Boise State Universi'ty 
library in Boise, Idaho. 

The films I a~ seeking are: 

Told in the Hills. Filmed in 1919. Six reels. From the noveL by 
Marah Ellis Ryan. Director: George Melford. Scenario: Will M. 
Ritchey. A Famous Play~rs-Lasky Corporation film (later, Paramount). 

The Grub Stake. Filmed in 1923. Director: Bert Van Tuyle. Story 
and scenario by Nell Shipman. A Fred Warren/American Films 
release. 
1n 1927 this film was re-released in a re-cut version entitled 
The Golden Yukon; Nell Shipman was listed as co-director. 

Frivolous Sal. Filmed in 1925. 
Scenario: J; K. McDonald. 
Warner Brothers). 

Director: Victor L. Schertzinger. 
A First National Picture (later, 

Additionally, I am trying to locat eprints of a series of two-reel 
films made by Nell Shipman: The Light on Lookout (1923), The Love 
Tree (1924), Wolf's Brush (1923 4), White Water (1924), Trail of the 
Ji.iOI'thwind (1924). Some of these films were distributed by Selznick. 

If you do not have these films, I would appreciate your forwarding 
my letter on to insititutions or individuals that might have them. 

Thank you fo'r your assistance. 

Faithfully yours, 

~~-=:::::s ~ 
Tom Trusky ~ 
Associate Professor, English 
Boise State University 

tel. (208) 385-1999 

Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution 

'·· 
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Dear Mr. Trusky, 

Mr. Tom Trusky 
Associate Professor, English 
Boise State University 
1910 University Drive 
Boise 
Idaho 83725 
Q§! 

We received your kind letter of July 27, 1986 and inform you 
that from all the films you are interest ed in we have in our 
collection only 2 reels of the film •'Told in the Hills". These 
2 reels have been preserved since 20-s when the film was 
distributed in this country. We restored them and made from them 
a new dupe negative. The original reels were destroyed as they 
were on inflammable film, were in bad technical shape and were 
dangerous as inflammable mat erial. 

Unfortunately we do not have other films interesting to you. 
We do not kn.ow in which archive these films could be preserved. 

~ If ~ ,j - Sincerely yours 
V~fl,4~ Mark Strotchkov 

/ Director 

3 aK. 5255 



BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY • 1910 UNIVERSITY DRIVE • BOISE, /DAHO 83725 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

Mr. Mark Strotchkov 
Director 
Gosf ilmof ond 
Stancia Bielye Stolby 
Moskovskaia oblast 
USSR 

Dear Director Strotchkov, 

10 October 1986 

Thank you for your courteous response to my inquiry regarding 
silent films and, especially, for the wonderful news of the 
existence of 2 reels of Told In The Hills in your archives. 

As the enclosed catalogues indicate, Boise State University 
publishes works by Idaho filmmakers and is committed to 
building its "All-Idaho" film collection for use by scholars 
and students of film. Accordingly, I am most anxious to obtain 
for Boise State University's film archives a print of the 2 
surviving reels of Told In The Hills. 

Would you please advise me how we might obtain a print of 
Told In The Hills for our archives? 

Thank you for your kind and prompt assistance. 

Faithfully yours, 

~:~~ <::::r~ 
Tom Trusky ~ 
Associate Professor, English 
Boise State University 

telephone (208) 385-1999 

enc. BSU Publications Catalog 
Idaho Films 
Marilyn Monroe poster 

[qua/ Opportur11ty!Affirmat1ve Act•o11 lnst1tut1on 



roCII0.11,VIHY TOMM TPACKL1 

-· YH~BEPCHTET B EYA3E 

BYAS - CIIIA 

Mr. Tom Trusky 

Associate Professor, illglish 

BOISE SIATi UNIVERSITY 

Departemont of i•glish 

1910 U•iversity Drive, 

Boise, Idaho 83725 

USA 

0 T n p a ~ ~ T e n D : O<.~., 

Starci 
oslrv~ I. , , ' :> 



. ....-~.-:;:-...~. 
' ···~;. ,., 

'. 

I 



-,-, 

l'OCY,l1APCTJ3<EHHb!Fl HOMHTET CCCp 
ITO HH.HEMATOrPA<t>.HH 

(rOCHHHO) CCOP 

BCECOI03HbIH rOCY,l1APCTBEHHblll 
4>0H]li RHH04>HJihMOB 

f OCltlHnbMOCl>OHll 
CCCP 

14,~050, CT. Benbre CTOJI6h1 

MoOHIOOOlioo o6JD. 
Tem'1j>omr: 136-05-16, 10&-05--20 

136-05-10, rn6.054tJ. 
Pac'!eTmrfi o'<eT 0046()2 B MHxHelBCK-O!M OTJ\. 

Poo6all!l<a s Y1'1CM!moweBO ~fo~~ o6JJ. 

Ha J-fa 

Dear Mr. Truslcy, 

Mr. Tom Truslcy 
Associate Professor, English 
Boise State University 
Department of English 
Boise 
Idaho 83725 
!!§! 

We received your kind letter of October 10, 1986 and inform 
you that on the matter of obtaining a print of the 2 surviving 
reels of the film ''rold In The Hills"- you are to turn to the 
following address: 

Mr.1 Oleg Rudilev 
Chairman 
SOVEXPOmFIU4 
Ka.lashnyj pereulok, 14 
103009 Moscow 
USSR 

Thank' you for sending to us your catalogue. We have passed it 
to our library•' 

ours sincerely 
'Mark Strotchkov 
Director 

3aK. 5255 
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BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY • 1910 UNIVERSITY DRIVE • BOISE, IDAHO 83725 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

Mr. Oleg Rudnev 
Chairman 
SOVEXPORTFILM 
Kalashnyj pereulok, 14 
103009 Moscow 
USSR 

Dear Chairman Rudhev: 

23 November 1986 

Mark Strotchkov, Gosf ilmofond Director, has advised me to contact 
you about obtaining a print of the two surviving reels of the 
film Told In the Hills, a 1919 Silent film directed by George 
Melford and shot on location in the state of Idaho in the United 
States. 

Because it is the first feature film to be made in our state, we 
are most anxious to obtain a copy of it for our "All-Idaho Film 
Collection.'' (See enclosed souvenir program for further infor­
mation about our interest in films made in Idaho.) 

Would you please advise me how we might obtain a print of Told 
in the Hills for our archives? 

Thank you.for your assistance. 

enc.: Idaho Films 

·Faithfully yours, 

-=--:;~c~ ~~5 ... _/ 
Tom Trusky · /7 
Associate Professor~ English 
Boise State University 

telephone (208) 385-1999 

Equal Opportunity I Affirmative Action Institution 
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GRAPHNET 

GRAPHNET 
329 ALFRED AVENUE 
TEANECK, NJ 07666 

C034 258-1 T102 25 12/19/86 10:51 

6B 12/19 10:13 IllO 6534-1 C034 258 12/19/86 10:49 AN 
I SGC6534 MWR608 1843 
URGW HL SUMS 037 
MOSCOU 37/36 19 1600 

LT 
BOISE STATE UNIV 
1910 UNIVERSITY DR 
BOISE ID 83725 

RE TOLD IN THE HILLS 
CAN DELIVER TWO REELS OF ABOVE FILM FOR ARCHIVE USE 
AT PRICE OF 425 US DOLLARS ONLY REGARDS 

SOVEXPORTFILM N1095 

COL 1910 83725 425 N1095 
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GRAPHNET 
329 ALFRED AVENUE 
TEANECK, NJ 07666 

C034 258-1 T102 25 12/19/86 10:51 
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I SGC6534 MWR608 1843 
URGW HL SUMS 037 
MOSCOU 37/36 19 1600 

LT 
BOISE STATE UNIV 
191,0 UNIVERSITY DR 
BOISE ID 83725 

RE TOLD IN THE HILLS 
CAN DELIVER TWO REELS OF ABOVE FILM FOR ARCHIVE USE 
AT PRICE OF 425 US DOLLARS ONLY REGARDS 

SOVEXPORTFILM N1095 

COL 1910 83725 425 Nl095 
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BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY • 1910 UNIVERSITY DRIVE • BOISE, IDAHO 83725 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

Mr. Oleg Rudnev, Chairman 
SOVEXPORTFILM 
Kalashnyj pereulok, 14 
103009 Moscow 
USSR 

Dear Chairman Rudnev: 

24 March 1987 

luii 

Thank you for the telegram detailing cost of two reels of Told In the Hills 
for archival use by Boise State University. (I have been preoccupied with 
other university activities and have been unable to respond to your December, 
1986 telegram until this time. Please forgive my tardiness.) 

I have discussed the purchase of Told In the Hills with Ben Hambelton, Director, 
Simplot-Micron Technology Center. Director Hambelton oversees.our Idaho Film 
Archives. He has granted permission for us to purchase Told In the Hills at 
the price you quoted ($425). 

We are uncertain as to how you wish us to complete this transaction: do 
you require prepayment, or may we place an official order at this time and 
have you ship the film with billing enclosed? Please let us know your wishes 
regarding payee, address, etc. 

Again, thank you for your cooperation. 

xc: Ben Hambelton 

Faithfully yours, 

-=-1~-,~~So/ 
Tom Trusky ' 
Professor, English Department 
Boise State University 
1910 University Drive 
Boise, ID 83725 
USA 

telephone: (208) 385-1999 

Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution 



Mr. Oleg Rudnev, Chairman 
SOVEXPORTFILM 
Kalashnyj pereulok, 14 
103009 Moscow 
USSR 

Dear Chairman Rudnev: 

30 March 1987 

Reviewing our correspondence, I realized I had not mentioned one 
critical item of information relating to our order for a copy of the 
remaining reels of lQl_<;l __ J_o __ J.b.!3 __ .!::!l.l.l_§. .• 

Boise State University's "All-Idaho Film Archives" contain Q..OJ..\I_ 16mm 
prints. Accordingly, we wi:sh to obtain a 16mm copy of 19-19. .. .J.n_J;bsi. 
l::li_:I,_!_?_ from you--not. a 35mm print. 

I am not certain if the price you had quoted us--$42·5--was for a 
35mm print or for a 16mm print. In any event, please be advised 
that we are seeking a 16mm print of the film in question. 

Again, thank you for your assistance. 
from you. 

I look forward to hearing 

Faithfully yours, 

Tom Trusky 
Professor, Department of English 
Boise State University 
1910 University Drive 
Boise, Idaho 83725 
USA 
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C036 103-1 T102 7 05/13/87 14:19 

6A 05/13 12:16 I058 7075-1 C036 103 05/13/87 13:17 JC 
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MOSCOU URSS 31/29 13 1701 

BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY 
1910 UNIVERSITY DR 
BOISE ID 83725 RE.CE IV ED 

m·A.Y 1 5 1~'~ 1 
ATT MR TOM TRUSKY \ ACCOUN1 ~ 
RE: TOLD IN HILLS . fAY~ 
CAN MANUFACTURE 35MM PRINT ONLY STOP DELIVERY AGAINST PAYMENT 
REGARDS 

SOVEXPORTFILM 478 

COL 1910 83725 35MM 478 
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*** TO SEND OVERSEAS CABLES OR TELEX VIA GRAPHNET, 
CALL 1-800-527-6733 ANYTIME (24 HOURS/7 DAYS) *** 
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Mr. Mark Strotchkov, Director 
Gosfilmofond 
Stancia Bielye Stolby 
Moskovskaia oblast 
USSR 

Dear Director Strotchkov: 

22 May 1987 

Just this week I have ordered a 35mm print of the two surviving 
reels of the film T-9J_g ___ !n ___ tl]§>_J:::!;i,_ll'2 (1919) from Sovexportfilm. 
Now I am wondering if you might be able to provide background 
information about the film, information that I might pass along 
to my students when I lecture on the film. 

I am interested in learning when Gosfilmofond acquired T-9J.Q __ j _ _r::i_ 

j;_)J_~_J::L!J_l,__?._, why it was acquired, and if it has been used by other 
film archivists or historians, or if copies of it have been made 
for other archives. 

Also, would you have any P,hotographs of Gosfilmofond that I 
might display when we· screen Ic::>J_g __ i,Q _ __l;b§'_tE1.l_§? Or might you 
have any pamphl,.ets or brochures about the history of your 
facility~-in Russian or English? 

I am certain the public here in Idaho will be most excited to 
learn that you have preserved the first film made in our state, 
and I know they will be quite curious to learn of your facility. 
Any information you might provide me to make available here 
would be most welcome. In return, I will certainly see to it 
that you 'receive all press clippings and magazine articles that 
will likely result. 

Again, many thanks for your kind assistance! 

Faithfully yours, 

Tom Trusky, Professor 
Department of English 
Boise State University 
Boise, Idaho 83745 
USA 
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Department of English 
Hemingway Wes tern Studies Center 

BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY 

1910 University Drive 
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USA 
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Dea.r Mr . Trusky, 
I 

Mr. 1rom Trusky 
Pref esser 
Department ef English 
Boise State University 
Boise , Idaho 83725 
U. S . A. 

~hil!lnk you v ery much f or ~our kind letter of May 22th 1987 • 
we a.re very gla.d that yo1u ma.de a.n order in Sovexportf ilm 
for print of the twe s~iving reels ef the film TOLD IN 
THE HILLS . I 

In answer to your questions . ;{Jz92.!) 

1 . The film TOLD I N THE ~ILLS was shown in Soviet distribution 
under the title of OTSHELNIK (THE HERMIT) . The twR_reels of 
the positive preserved f 1rom t ha.t time. 'l'hey wet;e +t3ttorat ed 
in our laboratory, then we made a. n ew double P'~'*~~ve from 
them and t hen a. new positive for cur collection. The source 
positive was then destr~yed as it was in very bad t echnical 
condit;ion , ma.de on nitro film stock and was dangerous fer 
i:nflamminatien. 
2. The twe reels entered the Gcsfilmofond collection in 1951 . 
Up to new the film hist oria.ns in our country have paid no 
•ttenti.on tott~ film •. Ne prin:tsbfortother -~chiy~s were made. uur arcnivis s-.Uave written .-~li ret c for Gur riJ.m catalogue . 
3. Some information en our film archive . Gosfilmofend was 
established in 1948. I t is a member of the Int ernati~nal 
Federation of Film Archives (FIAF). It collects Soviet 
fiction, animation and science-pepular films, as well as 
foreign films . The collection is approximately up to 50 
thousand titles (m~re tha.n 700 thQusand r eels). In the 
limits of FIAF we maintain wide relations with film archives 
of m~y different countries including the United States . 
Ullf ortun~t ely we do Aot have IUlY phetogr•phs er brochures 
about the Gesfilmofond activities . 
Thal4k JOU for your prG~ise of the press clippings . 

JO rln .~Ye ·s s i n.cerely, 
~ M ~k i:)i;r•tchkev 

· r ector 
3 aK 5255 



BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY • 1910 UNIVERSITY DRIVE • BOISE, IDAHO 83725 

Department of English 

Mr. Mark Strotchkov, 
Gosfilmofond 
Stancia Bielye Stolby 
Moskovskaia oblast 
USSR 

18 August 1987 

Director 

Dear Director Strotchkov: 

I am delighted to report that Told In The Hills arrived in Boise 
this mo~ning. I am making arrangements now to screen the film-­
and to have a native-born Russian attend this first screening to 
translate Russian subtitles for me! (Incidentally, my apologies 
for not writing you in Russian. I deeply appreciate your 
willingness to correspond in English.) 

Enclosed is an article about Told In The Hills which was 
published in the Lewiston, Idaho, Morning Tribune. Lewiston is 
where some of the film was shot in 1919; coincidentally, 
Lewiston is near an Idaho town named Moscow--of course! This 
article was written before your letter or the film arrived. I 
will now clarify the situation and I will be certain to send you 
further stories. 

The silent news reel mentioned in the enclosed story was filmed, 
I suspect, by Mr. Al Hilton, a Lewiston theatre owner and the 
film promoter who urged the Famous Players Company to come to 
Idaho. I have recently been in contact with an old friend of 
Mr. Hilton (who died last November at age 96) and have been 
promised copies of photographs taken by Mr. Hilton of the Famous 
Players film crew on location. I will try to get you copies of 
some of these photographs for Go~filmofond. (Some stills from 
the film appear in Kevin Brownlow's book The War, The 
Wilderness, and The West. Brownlow, however, believed Told In 
The Hills to be a lost film!) 

Director Strotchkov, if by any chance you or members qf your 
staff are attending the Pordenone Film Festival this September 
in Italy, I will be attending (showing Nell Shipman films) and I 
would like to thank you in person. If not, please accept my 
sincere gratitude for all your_ assistance. 

Faithfully yours, 

~~~~ 
Tom Trusky 

~ 
1890•CE Nl E NN 1o\l•1990• 

Equal Opportunity I Affirmative Action Institution 



BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY • 1910 UNIVERSITY DRIVE • BOISE, IDAHO 83725 

Department of English 

Mr. Mark Strotchkov, 
Gosfilmofond 
Stancia Bielye Stolby 
Moskovskaia oblast 
USSR 

18 August 1987 

Director 

Dear Director Strotchkov: 

I am delighted to repor% that Told In The Hills arrived in Bqise 
this morning. I am making arrangements now to screen the film-­
and to have a native-born Russian attend this first screening to 
translate Russian subtitles for me! (Incidentally, my apologies 
for not writing you in Russian. I deeply appreciate your 
willingness to correspond in English.) 

Enclosed is an article about Told In The Hills which was 
published in the Lewiston, Idaho, Morning Tribune. Lewiston is 
where some of the film was shot in 1919; coincidentally, 
Lewiston is near an Idaho town named Moscow--of course! This 
article was written before your letter or the film arrived. I 
will now clarify the situation and I will be certain to send you 
further stories. 

The silent news reel mentioned in the enclosed story was filmed, 
I suspect, by Mr. Al Hilton, a Lewiston theatre owner and the 
film promoter who urged the Famous Players Company to come to 
Idaho. I have recently been in contact with an old friend of 
Mr. Hilton (who died last November at age 96) and have been 
promised copies of photographs taken by Mr. Hilton of the Famous 
Players film crew on location. I will try to get you copies of 
some of these photographs for Gosfilmofond. (Some stills from 
the film appear in Kevin Brownlow's book The War, The 
Wilderness, and The West. Brownlow, however, believed Told In 
The Hills to be a lost film!) 

Director Strotchkov, if by any chance you or members of your 
staff are attending the Pordenone Film Festival this September 
in Italy, I will be attending (showing Nell Shipman films) and I 
would like to thank you in person. If not, please accept my 
sincere gratitude for all your assistance. 

Faithfully yours, 

--::--~~~ 
Tom Trusky 

~ 
189G•CENTENNIAL• ,990~ 

Equal Opportunity! Allirmative Action Institution 



Mr. Mark Strotchkov, Director 
Gosfilmofond 
Stancia Bielye Stolby 
Moskovskaia oblast 
USSR 

Dear Director Strotchkov: 

18 August 1987 

I am delighted to report that Told In The Hills arrived in Boise 
this morning. I am making arrangements now to screen the film-­
and to have a native-born Russian attend this first screening to 
translate Russian subtitles for me! (Incidentally, my apologies 
for not writing you in Russian. I deeply appreciate your 
willingness to correspond in English.) 

Enclosed is an article about Told In The Hills which was 
published in the Lewiston, Idaho, Morning Tribune. Lewiston is 
where some of the film was shot in 1919; coincidentally, 
Lewiston is near an Idaho town named Moscow--of course! This 
article was written· !;:>_~_fQ.C.~. your letter or the film arrived. I 
~ill now clarify the situation and I will be certain to send you 
further stories. 

The silent news reel mentioned in the enclosed story was filmed, 
I suspect, by Mr. Al Hilton, a Lewiston theatre owner and the 
film promoter who urged the Famous Players Company to come to 
Idaho. i have recently been in contact with an old friend of 
Mr. Hilton (who died last November at age 96) and have been 
promised copies of photographs taken by Mr. Hilton of the Famous 
Players film crew on location. I will try to get you copies of 
some of these photographs for Gosfilmofond. (Some stills from 
the film appear in Kevin Brownlow's book The War, The 
Wilderness, and The West. Brownlow, however, believed Told In 
Tne Hills to be a lost film!) 

Director Strotchkov, if by any chance you or members of your 
staff are attending the Pordenone Film Festival this September 
in Italy, I will be attending (showing Nell Shipman films) and I 
would like to thank you in person. If not, please accept my 
sincere gratitude for all your assistance. 

Faithfully yours, 

Tom Trusky 
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BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY • 1910 UNIVERSITY DRIVE • BOISE, IDAHO 83725 '1JiJ 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

8 September 1987 

Dear Director Strotchkov: 

As I expected, the .news of the arrival of Told in 
in the Hills has generated much excited in Idaho 

and elsewhere. 

Enclosed you will find copies of letters from 
Idaho individuals and organizations who wish to 
have the frlm screened for them; adlditionally, I 
have receiv~d·telephone inquiries from New York 
City museums,·andethnological societies interested in 
the film. 

Mso enclosed: some stills and photographs of the 
film and those associated with it. I have located 
112 stils in The Paramount Collection in the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in Los Angeles, 
and I am obtaining photographs taken by Nez Perce 
participants. I will send you some of these, when 
av;,ilable. 

Aaain. thank you very much for all your assistance. 

Faithfully yours, 

~ 

/ 

I ~ 
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Dear Mr~ Trus1ty,, 

Mr~; Tom Trusky 

Bois• State University 
Department of English 
1910 University Drive 
Boise, Idaho 83725 
u.s.A. 

Thank you very much for you~; kind letters of August 18th, September 8th 
and September ~7th, 1987. Wli are glad to learn that a print of TOLD 
IN THE HILLS has safely rea hed you. We are also delighted that it 
was.of interest to Idaho ci izens. 

• I ~'~ 

Thank you for sending us a imber of different materials that we safely 
received and were excited t ~see. Thanks again for your promise to 
send us some other material t 
Due to ~ .. being -extrem(J.y busy on our job neither me nor any other 
member of Gosfilmofond stuf~ failed to come to Pordenone film festival 
ana to meet you. I however ~bpe that this meeting will take place in 
future. /; 

1/yours sincerely, .. 
" /;~n~~ark Strotchkov 

~· Director 
I 
I· 
'" I• 
'• 
i: 
' ' ' • 
Ii . 
" i. 

" 
I' 
{. 

! 

:. 
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HEMINGWAY WESTERN STUDIES CENTER 
Boise State University 
1910 University Drive 
Boise, Idaho 83725 
(208) 38 5-3862 

The Hemingway Western Studies Series 
The Idaho Film Collection 

- The Idaho Writers' Archive 

10 January 1989 

Mark Strotchkov, Director 
Gosfilmofond 
Stancia Bielye Stolby 
Moskovskaia oblast 
USSR 

Dear Director Strotchkov, 

The photographs you sent have arrived--thank you so very much! 

The Told in the Hills programme will not be available until 
summer of 1990, but I will see that you and Gosfilmofond receive 
free copi~s. 

Meanwhile, I hope to meet you in Pordenone in October where I 
will be showing your print of Told in the Hills and a 1919 
Photoplav News Supplement about the making of Told in the Hills. 

Again, thank you for your assistance. 
you and your staff! 

c: Idaho Centennial Commission 
Jim Baker 

And ~ew Year's wishes to 

:i'\~~,eftiil~~~~;~_;ji~~{~-:t~~:~t~4"',~\:\-~;~~:t; 
,_ .. -· .... ,. 
~i:·~~t:·~~·~rtq~:-n.~;t ~::_?~·,.-.. ~·.: ~:;~·. ~" ).~'"'"";> ;._ ~· "".:"~ 

,; 
; -_.,. 

~ -· ~ 

- .. 1i-~ . 
....... Pabtitations""Center For":. . 
- - - ~'.;i:i~~-".'~;Ahsah~-PreiS:f;i-"-11su-Archaeblogic;il R.P,,rin«-cold-drill Magazine & Books~:.:&-;:+~:;-;:~-;::-' ::-~,-" \'' - _',,~I 

~~}-d;:~~r+-~~~;i~~tj i~~~b\rc.~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~:'~!;!;:J{~.~~~~;i~ ~: ~::· - -~;.:~- --- -"':_'-~ 
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Dear Mr. Trusky 9 

Mr. Tom Trusky 

Boise State University 
Department of English 
1910 University Drive 
Boise, Idaho 83725 
U.S.A. 

Thank you very much for your kind letters of August 18th, September 8th 
and September 17th, 1987. We are glad to learn that a print of TOLD 
IN THE HILLS has safely readhed you. We are also delighted that it 
was of interest to Idaho citizens. 

Thank you for sending us a number of different materials that we safely 
received and were excited to see. Thanks again for your promise to 
send us some other materials. 

Due to ~im •• being extremely busy on our job neither me nor any other 
member of Gosfilmofond stuff failed to come to Pordenone film festival 
and to meet you. I however hope that this meeting will take place in 
future. 

Jf 
Yours sincerely, 

_)!ark Strotchkov 
iv~ Director 

3an. 5255 
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Dear Mr.Trusky• 

Mr.Tom Trusk~ 

Professor 

Dep~rtment of English 

Hemingway Western Studies Center 

Boise State University 

1910 University Drive 

Boise,Idaho 83725 

USA 

Cordially thank you for your k~nd letter of January 10,1989.We are glad 
our photoes have safely arrived, 

We hope to receive free copies of TOLD IN THE HILLS programmes in 1990. 

Being extremely busy at my work, I won't be able to come to Pordenone in 

October, 1989, but I appreciate your fut~re retrospective beforehand, 

I am looking forward to meet you in the future. 

Thank you for your New Year' s wishes.Good luck to you and your staff in 
1989! 

~~ 
Sincerely yours, 

ark Strotchkov 

Director 

38K. 3634 
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TO: Various folk 

FROM: Tom Trusky 

RE: Screening of Told in the Hills 

~.c..t;) 

You are invited to attend ~private, "translation" screening of the 
first feature film made in 1daho, Told in the Hills (Lewiston, 1919), 
on Tuesday, 1 September, at 3 pm at The Flicks in downtown Boise. 

Originally a 6-reel film, only 2 reels of the silent feature have 
survived, preserved in the Moscow (Russia) archives. The film may be 
of special interest inasmuch as survivors of the Nez Perce Indian War 
had supporting roles (as Kootenais, of course). And of additional 
interest: the film's title cards are in Russian. (Hence the occasion 
of this one-time showing.) 

11 

Re - pre mi ere s 11 of th i s f i l m are pl an n e d for l ate fa 1 l and s pr i n g 
in north Idaho. If you cannot attend this showing, see you in Lewiston! 



U.S. Senator Steve Symms 

REPORT 
~IDAHO 

Mikhail Gorbachev recently overhauled the Soviet Government. 
This overhaul has serious implications for Mr. Gorbachev and The 
Soviet Union. The problems for the Soviet leader started recently 
when he took a tour of the Soviet countryside to get a feeling for 
the current reforms underway in the Soviet Union . 

Gorbachev's country tour came at a time when the Soviet Un­
ion had every right to feel it was the undaunted world leader. The 
Olympics were just underway and created an outstanding platform 
to show off the state supported Soviet athletic machine in gold, sil­
ver and bronze. Furthermore, the Soviet news media has been report­
ing for months on how the United States had been brought to the 
nuclear arms bargaining table by Gorbachev's charm and glasnost. 

All of the recent political victories were to continue with the 
soviet athletic machine dominating the 1988 Summer Olympics in 
Seoul, Korea . Mr. Gorbachev must have thought this a perfect time 
to go out in the Russian countryside and reflect on his recent politi­
cal victories. 

Mr. Gorbachev thought his 5 day tour in the country would 
result in a nice warm visit with the Russian people. What Mikhail 
Gorbachev found was a late summer chill that would make a Siberi­
an winter seem like a sauna. 

The Soviet leader was met with resentment unmatched in his 
previous three years in power. Rather than cheering supporters, Gor­
bachev got jeering mobs. The Russian people had suffered enough 
from housing and food shortages . 

Mr. Gorbachev found that it becomes very difficult to celebrate 
the victories of Soviet weightlifters fed with filet mignon, when your 
family is struggling for day-to-day existence. 

It seems the Soviet leader was finding out that politics is not 
all smoke and mirrors. The Russian people wanted to know "what 
have you done for us lately. No more talk, we want results." Like 
George Steinbrenner in a late season skid with the Yankees, the Rus­
sian people wanted results, or they wanted heads to roll. 

G-orbachev reacted immediately, calling an emergency meeting 
that brought Foreign Minister Shevrenadze back to Moscow from 
his meetings with top officials of the Reagan Administration (this 
move also served to get the attention of the American press) . Gor­
bachev was seeking to cut the diseases from his ailing government. 

Gorbachev cut with the skill of a surgeon . Andrei Gromyko was 
"retired" from the presidency, and KGB Chief Viktor Chebrikov 
was replaced as head of the Soviet secret police. 

Now, the waiting period begins. The clones of the Brezhnev 
school of government are gone. The Soviet system better get mov­
ing because Mikhail Gorbachev has no one else to blame. His head 
may be next if the food lines don't go away. 

Unless Mikhail Gorbachev can figure out how to give away ham­
burgers for olympic medals like a recent McDonald's promotion gim­
mick, he may be flipping burgers in Siberia. 
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