
WVIK, Quad Cities NPR 
Community Advisory Board Minutes 

January 26, 2021 
 

Present:  Betsy Brandsgard, Tyson Danner, Amber Nowak, Jay Pearce, David Gellerman, Gary 
Rowe, Kathleen Kiley, Lisa Williams, Susan Kornnreigh-Wolf, Mary McNeil, Tracy Singleton, 
Jared Johnson, Colleen Sibthrorp and Suzanne Bailey. 
 
The meeting was called to order by David Gellerman at 4:05 p.m. 
 
The minutes from October 2020 were reviewed and a motion was made and seconded to 
approve them.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Executive Report 
Jay reported that 105.7 is now on the air and seems to be getting local attention.  WVIK will be 
working on getting underwriters for programming for this station.  There are still some 
technical issues and the hope is that the station can improve the signal.  Weather has been a 
factor in trying to get engineers on site to work on these issues.   
 
Jay has been talking to KWQC and WHBF about using their tower.  Both of those television 
stations co-own a tower that would help improve transmission if the station could get on it.  If 
not, the station will push to be moved to the top of the Blackhawk tower.   
 
Overall, WVIK listenership is up and the most listened to hour is from 8-9 a.m.   
 
WVIK is in relatively good shape financially, however, the station is applying for a Payroll 
Protection Grant.  In order to qualify, WVIK had to file separately from Augustana.  Colleen has 
been working on this with the Augustana Business Office.  This grant would help WVIK to 
remain financially stable for the rest of the year.   
 
Mariana, who is on a public radio fellowship, will be doing the Morning Edition for the next few 
months .  Zach Wilson, who was previous on a fellowship with WVIK, has completed an 
internship with  WBEZ and has now moved on to a new job in Kansas City.   
 
New Podcasts 
One of the new podcasts on WVIK is Heartland Politics.  It is on once a week (since 10/20) and 
has been successful.  
 
There is also another podcast in development that will launch in the spring.  It is called “A Real 
Piece of Work and is co-sponsored by Junior Achievement of the Heartland, the Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce of the Greater Quad Cities, QC Empowerment Network, Augustana 
College, and Fresh Films.  Fresh Films offered a free intern who is doing the production on this.  
The podcast explores different types of careers and work. It is hoped that it will attract a 
younger audience. 
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Tyson Danner (RME) will be doing a podcast on the local music scene.  Currently he is talking to 
Jared about distribution. 
 
WVIK is also working on an audiobook program with local authors reading their books.  It would 
be available through APRIS. 
 
Upcoming Events 
Intelligent Conversations is scheduled for March but may be moved to the fall. The station is 
waiting for confirmation about this change.  A new date will be announced in the upcoming 
weeks. 
 
Hidden Conversation is going well.  As of this date there have been approximately 3000 views; 
most of them are after broadcast views.  Another episode will be broadcast on February 11, 
2021.  It is entitled “Being Black in the World of Work” and will feature Chelsea Carter (Deere & 
Company), Randy Moore (Iowa American Water) and Ashaun Thomas (IBEW Local Union #145 
and eXp Realty).   
 
Community Engagement events have been scheduled.  On January 28th there will be a COVIC-19 
Immunization Panel hosted on the WVIK Facebook page.  Individuals from Scott County Health 
Department, Rock Island County Health Department, UnityPoint Trinity, Genesis Health System 
and African American Leadership Society (United Way) will participate.   
 
The Lincoln Center will be hosting four panels on Facebook starting in February.  These panels 
will be focusing on Black History Month.   
 
The Figge Museum will be sponsoring For America: 200 Years of Painting from the National 
Academy of Design beginning February 20th and running until May 16th.   
 
WVIK Dashboard Review 
Jared reports that revenue is right on track.  The staff has kept expenses low and so the lower 
income due to the pandemic was not catastrophic.   
 
Membership is up; major giving is doing well but corporate giving has been lower.  Most of the 
corporate contracts were completed but some businesses didn’t renew or they cut back on 
what they were able to contribute. 
 
Grant giving was good the second half of 2020 as all major annual grants came in as usual. 
 
Ratings are coming back from the low in the fall but Jared noted that the classical music 
numbers are down and at some point WVIK may have to determine whether to keep program 



for classical music as it is or make some changes (but we aren’t there yet).  The mixture we 
have on 90.3 is not sustainable in most markets.  WVIK remains committed to the arts.   
 
The Nominating Committee will be meeting to find two new board members by July.  David will 
chair and serve along with Susan, Tracy and Betsy.  Jared will assist the committee.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m.   


