
WCBU Community Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes
January 10, 2024

Board Members Present:
Ray Baker, Betsy Beltran, Becky Doubleday, Lenora Fisher, Sara Netzley, Megan Pedigo, Jim
Runyon, Bill Shock, Jessica Thomas, Yolanda Wallace.

Board Members Not Present:
Diane Hahn, Meagan Ruger-Smith, Ravi Uddavolu, Jennifer Essig, Britney Strickland, Isabela
Nieto.

Ex-Officio Attendees:
Jody Holtz, assistant program director/assistant development director.

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:02 p.m.

Approval of Minutes: The November 2023 board meeting minutes were approved as-is.

General Manager Report:

The board acknowledged reading RC’s report. Becky pointed out that August was a high-water
listening mark for the quarter and congratulated the staff on that accomplishment. Jody shared
details about the new automation system Wide Orbit and said the staff is excited over the
opportunities for live broadcasts.

Old Business:

The board discussed the progress of the listening log proposal. Jim didn’t didn’t collect the logs
results from the board members because it was more of a pilot test, and Jody said WGLT has
already sent out a listener survey to its audience. The staff will discuss those results and
depending on the date, they’ll rework the survey for use with WCBU.

Jim asked that all board members, and particularly those who belong to the Review Committee,
please review the new management agreement that’s posted on the WCBU website’s
transparency page with a focus on where the advisory board might be able to be helpful to the
station. This is particularly the case in light of the unique relationship WCBU has with ISU and
the Bradley Board of Trustees.

New business:

With the Spring Fund Drive scheduled for April 1-10, Becky said she would work with Britney
and the Community Outreach Committee on suggestions to make it a successful one.



On behalf of the Nominating committee, Lenora presented Nicole Sutherland’s candidacy to the
board, and both she and Bill discussed what a benefit Nicole will be to the board, which
unanimously voted yes to her completing Chama St. Louis’ term

Becky reported that she is finishing a draft of the board’s annual letter to Bradley University.
While the primary audience is President Stephen Standifird and the Board of Trustees, the
WCBU staff have also used it for its year-end correspondence with ISU as well. Becky asked the
board members to review the letter draft when it’s complete, with an emphasis on the
programming, service, and policy steps the station made this past year as well as our feelings on
the changes that have been made and the challenges and opportunities that exist in the future.
She asked the board to send her any feedback by the beginning of next week so she can share it
with R.C.

The board also discussed the schedule of community events for 2024. Jody reported and she
and Anna Chumbly will work together on the schedule for the year. Should board members have
any suggestions, she asked that they have a clearly stated reason for staff or board members to
attend based on the type of event and the anticipated audience. Lenora asked about the
possibility of including listeners in events such as parade, liability permitting, as it could increase
engagement and potentially even donations. Both Raymond and Yolanda discussed reaching out
to diverse populations in Peoria for education and engagement, which prompted additional
suggestions for events.

Meeting Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m.

The next Community Advisory Board Meeting is Wednesday, March 13, 2024, at 5 p.m. CDT in
the WCBU studios on the fourth floor of Morgan Hall.
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