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Thom Andersen
January 19, 1920 ~ December 16, 2010
Charley Thom Andersen, 90, of Miller, passed away Thursday, December 16, 2010 at the Eastern Star Home in Redfield.
Memorial services were held at 11:00 a.m., Monday, January 17, 2011 at the First Presbyterian Church, Miller with Rev. Brian Jones officiating. Burial followed at Hillcrest Cemetery, Miller with Masonic rites and Military honors.
Charley Thom Andersen was born on January 19, 1920 in Howard, South Dakota to Charley and Eva (Thom) Andersen.  He attended 12 years of school in Howard and graduated in June of 1937.  He then attended Huron College from 1939 and 1940 before transferring to South Dakota State College entering the Creamery Course.
From 1940 to 1941, Thom worked for Andersen Creamery.  On January 9, 1942 Thom enlisted into United States Marine Corp and was overseas in the South Pacific for two years.  He then returned to Washington D.C. and was in charge of a marine detachment at a naval base for two and one half years until his honorable discharged on February 2, 1946 as a Sergeant.
While on leave from active duty, Thom married Gail M. Matthews in Washington D.C. on December 12, 1943.
After serving his country, Thom worked as an ice cream maker at the milk bottling company for two years.  Then in 1949, he went to work for Nash Finch Company as a grocery salesman for 34 years before retiring in 1983.  During that time, he was a high school referee for many high school games; continuing to support the teams as a spectator in the later years.
Thom and Gail enjoyed traveling; touring 43 states throughout their travels.  For ten years, they also enjoyed wintering in Texas.  In his spare time, he enjoyed gardening and sitting in the backyard watching birds.  In Thom’s later years, he spent his time caring for Gail as her health was failing.  He was a faithful, devoted husband caring for Gail and sitting by her side until the end.
Thom was an active member of the First Presbyterian Church, serving as a deacon and usher.  He also was active in the Masonic Lodge, VFW and Marine Corp.
Thom is survived by his wife, Gail of the Eastern Star Home in Redfield, SD; one sister; Barbara Jackson of California and many nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Charley and Eva; and three sisters: Rhoda Andersen, Dora Hawley, and Marjorie Fuller.
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