
 
 
To members:   
 
State Education Proposal Shortchanges Your Students 
 
 
 
We have been asking WASB members to support four state budget priorities — inflationary 
spending increases, significantly higher special education reimbursement, additional mental 
health categorical aid and steps to mitigate pandemic-driven enrollment drops. 
 
The K-12 funding plan approved Thursday, May 27 by the Joint Finance Committee largely fails 
to meet these priorities. It provides no increases in revenue limits, per-pupil categorical aid, 
general aid or the low-revenue ceiling. 
 
The increases proposed by the JFC for special education and mental health, while a step in the 
right direction, are modest at best. The funding plan adds $86 million in special education 
categorical aid over two years, toward a target of reimbursing 30 percent of special education 
costs in the second year of the biennium. It adds $12 million in school mental health categorical 
aid—an increase of $6 million per year, and adds $7 million for mental health collaborative 
grants—an increase of $3.5 million per year.  
 
In total, the JFC-approved plan spends an additional $128 million in state money for K-12 
education— less than 10% of the governor’s proposed $1.6 billion increase and roughly a 
quarter of the increase provided in the last budget.  
 
The proposed increase in state funding is so meager that it jeopardizes the very federal COVID 
relief funding—totaling $1.5 billion or more—JFC members are counting on to relieve them of 
the obligation to further invest in our schools with state dollars.  
 
The $128 million the JFC proposes spending over the next two years is not even half of what 
the nonpartisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau reports is necessary to secure the federal money. 
 
The JFC also cynically approved placing $350 million in the state’s “budget stabilization fund” 
(also known as the state’s rainy-day fund) to be available to fill future education funding gaps or 
any other purpose. There is no guarantee that money won’t be tapped to fill some other 
budget hole or ever appropriated to K-12 schools. 
 
This state budget package isn’t a compromise; it’s a cynical gamble. The Joint Finance 
Committee used the federal dollars as an excuse to avoid investing further in our public schools, 
but then didn’t meet enough of the federal obligation to qualify the state to receive those same 
federal dollars.  
 



 
If lawmakers don’t hear from you, they will assume this budget is acceptable to you. Please tell 
your state lawmakers that a state education budget that devotes so little new state resources to 
your community’s students will be devastating to your mission to educate. It will likely lead to 
referendums and higher property taxes in the future, especially if it disqualifies the state from 
receiving federal COVID relief funding for schools.  
 
The last time lawmakers disagreed with the governor about the state budget, they were able to 
find common ground and compromise. Please ask them to do it again. 
 


