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WGLT’s year featured a bit of everything, beginning on a 
tremendous high and ending with some uncertainty regarding 

the future of federal funding for public media, but there’s no question 
2024 was one of the more eventful years in WGLT’s nearly 60-year 
history. 

On January 16, WGLT relocated to a new location in the former 
Vidette building on the Northwest side of the Illinois State Uni-
versity campus at Locust and University. The move culminated a 

five-year capital campaign and 
probably 20+ years of dreaming 
of relocating into a more publicly 
accessible space. Our new digs 
feature five studios and a tech-
nology server room, all outfitted 
with new equipment funded by 
generous WGLT donors, while 
ISU paid for the building’s retrofit and furniture. 

And while we’re only a year in, I’d say the convenience alone has 
contributed to WGLT expanding its service - it’s much easier to bring 
guests in for interviews and the same is true for WGLT’s journalism 
staff headed out to cover news and events. You’ve probably heard us 
say it before, but we LOVE having friends over and we celebrated 
all year with open houses and a ribbon cutting ceremony with ISU 
President Aondover Tarhule. If you haven’t been over to visit yet, 
please do! 

Our new location wasn’t the end of our improvements for the year. 
Thanks to a surprise donor gift, WGLT’s aging studio/transmitter 
link (STL) was replaced and RDS (Radio Data System) Technology 
was implemented in September, allowing for much improved audio 
quality and adding the capability for station-related text information 
to display on equipped car dashboards. And in the Fall, WGLT start-
ed making use of its new drone, and while it’s usually implemented 
for news coverage, it made a big splash with a cool fund drive video 
featuring aerial footage from all over the Bloomington-Normal com-
munity before “landing” in our new Studio A. 

R.C. McBride
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WGLT Year in Review
from Executive Director R.C. McBride

WGLT’s new location in the former Vidette building.



The station’s service expanded in other ways. March featured our “21 
Women Who Shaped Bloomington-Normal” on-air and online series 
complemented by an all-women line-up for Highway 309 Live. Over 
the summer, WGLT staff launched WGLT Shorts, a new ongoing 
short-form video program to establish a presence for our journalism 
on YouTube, Instagram, and Tik Tok. In the Fall we reintroduced 
hourly on-air local newscasts from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., so that local 
newscasts can be heard every hour from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

We entered into an agreement with The Normalite community 
newspaper allowing the paper to print our local news. Culminating a 
multi-year project led by Illinois State’s Rayfield archives and Milner 
Library, WGLT released a new digital archive, featuring more than 
500 pieces of audio, some dating back more than 40 years. And near 
the end of the year, WGLT was awarded a $20,000 grant for the 
Google News Initiative to expand its coverage of K-12 education. We 
continued to put an emphasis on civic engagement events. In May, 

WGLT hosted and led a Housing Solutions Forum, featuring state 
and local officials for a discussion around affordable housing and 
homelessness. And in October, we hosted a candidate open house for 
everyone on the fall 
ballot and candidate 
forum for the 46th 
State Senate race be-
tween Senator Dave 
Koehler and Repub-
lican challenger Sally 
Owens.

Looking ahead to 
2025, we anticipate 
a challenging year. 
Challenges around 
a free press, public 
media funding and 
FCC licensing. In 
hyper-political and 
polarized times, we 
know the public ser-
vice mission to educate and inform providing news and programming 
accessible to all is critical. WGLT has weathered a lot of tough times 
in its history, and we plan to be around for the next 60 years and 
beyond thanks to strong community support.

R.C. McBride
General Manager 
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The renovated building features five studios and a technology server room, all outfitted with new equipment funded by generous WGLT donors. 

WGLT’s ribbon cutting ceremony and open house. 

Crys Matthews during Highway 309 LIVE.
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From the WGLT newsroom
Most read stories of 2024 

•  Bloomington-Normal left wondering: So where are all those 
cicadas?

• Bloomington makes overtures on Eastland Mall redevelopment

•  Bloomington pawn shops raided by Illinois Attorney General’s 
Office

•  Central Illinois nursing home company faces foreclosure on 17 
properties

• State Farm removing EV charging stations from parking decks

•  Bloomington tells homeless people sleeping along Constitution 
Trail to relocate

•  Bloomington tenants being pushed out of housing to make room 
for homeless veterans

• Historic Lexington ‘castle’ hits the auction block

• Koehler-Chung battery recycling bill becomes Illinois law

• Joy — and defiance — surround a couple’s Bloomington wedding

The awards just keep coming 

•  Overall Excellence [Regional, Edward R. Murrow/RTNDA] Best 
Digital Presence [1st place, Crystal Mic Awards/INBA] Best Re-
porter [2nd place, Lyndsay Jones, Crystal Mic Awards/INBA]

•  Sports Reporting [1st place, Charlie Schlenker, Crystal Mic 
Awards/INBA] Writing [2nd place, Lauren Warnecke, Crystal 
Mic Awards/INBA] Best newscast [2nd place, Charlie Schlenker, 
PMJA] Visual storytelling [1st place, Emily Bollinger, PMJA]

•  LifeCIL’s “Shining Star” Award, “given to someone who goes above 
and beyond in their commitment to shine light on disability issues 
or barriers that people with disabilities face to bring about more 
awareness.”

Noteworthy features and digital products

•  WGLT Shorts: This new-audience initiative brings WGLT’s trade-
mark storytelling to Instagram, TikTok, Facebook, and YouTube. 
Led by visual journalist Emily Bollinger.

•  21 Women Who Shaped Bloomington-Normal: This multimedia 
project marked Women’s History Month, including a landing page 
where you can read or listen to all 21 stories.

•  New limited-run podcasts: Thousands of listeners tuned in to 
Democracy’s Future (produced in partnership with the student-run 
Vidette) and the Twelve Thousand Bombs.

•  Public Meetings Calendar: A new online resource makes it easier to 
be civically engaged, including quick links to meeting agendas and 
locations.
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Welcome home!
Thanks to everyone who celebrated our new location with us.



2024 WGLT  
donor roll
$5,000+

Barbara Bowman
Estate of John L. Eymann
Scott King
Dennis and Jean Lawyer
Karen McConnell
Katherine and Robert McDade
Sally Pancrazio
Ann* and David Pontius
Susan and Chris Prendergast

$1,500+

Anonymous (2)
Roger and M. Rebecca Anderson
Jerry Antonini
W. Brad and Tonya Barker
William* and Faye Bartley
Raymond and Laurie Bergner
Lisa and Kevin Callis
Carol Carey-Odekirk and Warren 
Odekirk

Linda and John Chizmar
Elizabeth and Walter Clark
Lynne and Barry Conder
John Elterich and Karen Schmidt
Estate of Duane Yockey
John and Marilyn Freese
Russell Giannetta and Debra 
Risberg

Mike Grater
Diana and David Hauman
Peggy Hundley
Paul and Carolyn Jarvis
Karen K Pflederer Endowment 
Fund

Dennis Killian
Robert and Victoria King
James and Ruth Knecht
Sonya Mau
Carolyn Moon and Richard 
Seehuus

John and Pamela Muirhead
Paul and Katherine Packard
Mary and John Penn
Mary and Stephen Peterson
Sandra Roe
Jade Roseberry and Jeremy 
Schoenherr

Donald Schwingel
David and Trudy Strand
Robert and Marilyn Sutherland
Charlotte and Joe Talkington
Marilyn Townley

Brad and Cathy Wallace
Robyn Walter
Donald and Karen Wettstein
Drake Zimmerman and Jan 
Elfline

$1,000 - $1,499

Anonymous (5)
Wayne Aldrich
Larry A. and Laura R. Alferink
Joseph and Nancy Armstrong
Laura and Kenneth N. Berk
J. Gordon and Sandra Bidner
Thomas and Amy Bower
Charlotte Brown and William 
Morris

Daniel and Debra Brownstone
Sandra Bush
Ann Champion
Continuing Our Donations for 
the Friends of Public Radio at 
IPCF

Elizabeth and Caroline Fox 
Anvick

Furnace Urbini Glass Works
Mabel Gast
Joseph Gibson
Donna and Darrell Hartweg
Albert and Elizabeth Hornbrook
Mia Jazo-Harris and David 
Harris

Pearle Jeffries
Carolyn Johnston
Linda Kimber
Brian Kirby
Melissa Libert
Marilyn and Kevin Maffett
Michelle and Dan Mancias
James Messer
Marc and Darlene Miller
Norris and Beth Porter
Alan and Elizabeth Sender
John Stark and Lori Adams
Christopher Stucky
Jean Swee and Paul Bailey
Amanda Weissgerber and Paul 
Mellett

Kay Wilson
Jeff and Sarah Wollenweber
WD (Mark) Wyman

$500 - $999

Anonymous (3)
Nancy D. and Martin J.  
Anderson

Sue Anderson and Carl Bennett
Krishna Balakrishnan

Michael Baum
Mary and Richard Beal
Rebecca Bell
Joshua and Rachel Bland
Katherine and Daniel Boser
Amy Bradford
Colin Bromley
Lisa Brown
Hank and Mary Campbell
Jessica and Jason Chambers
Todd and Corin Chapman
Keith and Falicia Cornille
Catharine Crockett
Galen and Gail Crow
Paula Crowley and Daniel 
Deneen

Anders Dahlgren
Kathleen Davis
Mercedes and William Davison
Megan Devlin
Michael Doherty
Janet and Arthur Drake
Roger and Joyce Eads
Jana and Orlyn Edge
Nancy and Ethan Evans
Stanley and Martha Geison
Cheri Grizzard
Fred* and Sandra Groves
Eldon and Jane Haab
Kristin Hall
R. Given and Jean Harper
Michael and Susan Harrington
Robert and Barbara Hathway
Holly Haynes
Thomas and Mary Haynes
Heidi Henderson
Lotus and Judith Hershberger
Loretta Hess
Dee Hinrichsen
Joy and J. Robert Hippensteele
Jainie Houchin
Jeanne Howard and Rhondal 
McKinney

Clinton and Nicole Inselmann
Mary Jane and George Jackson
Rebecca and William Johnson
Joseph and Elizabeth Johnston
Donald and Marilyn Kammler
Dana and Kyle Karraker
Dave and Ginny Kater
Kathy King-Nobles
Francis Korte
Julie and Steve Kubsch
Donald and Judith LaCasse
Scott Lage
Valerie Laymon
Robert Lenz

Debbie and Terry Lindberg
Alex Luthe and Melissa Attig
Matthew Maciejewski and Judith 
Vendrzyk

Ajay and Vaishali Malpani
Emily Martin
Michael Matejka and Kari 
Sandhaas

Ben Matthews
R.C. and Christy McBride
Karen McCarey
Irma and David McCloud
Sandra McGhee
William Mellor
Kay Moss and Thomas Crumpler
Carol and Donald Munson
Michael Nash
Alice and Roger Obert
Ronnie Patterson
Garth Piercy and Tammy Hansen
Mary and Steve Pollitt
Nancy and Ben Pounds
Elisabeth and Matthew Reed
Nancy Ridenour
Cindy Ross-Ringer
Christina Schulz and Kevin Suess
Tracey Shuk
Jamie and Martin Smith
Jeffrey and Jenny Snyder
Sarah Stenger
Joseph Strano and Janine Toth
Richard and Mary Strle
Philip Supple
Aondover Tarhule and Roosmari-
jn Tarhule-Lips

Kurt Timmerman
James and Sally Turner
Phylis VerSteegh
Michael and Paula Wallace
Gordon and Patricia Warren
Barry and Marjorie Weaver
Michael and Kimberly Wells
RJ and Kathy Whitworth
Kristina Williams
John and Laurie Wollrab

*deceased
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2024 WGLT 
underwriters and 
event sponsors  
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum
Acorn Equality Fund
Ameren
American Red Cross of Illinois
Bloomington Center for the Performing Arts
Bloomington Public Library
Bloomington-Normal Audiology
Bloomington-Normal Convention and 

Visitors Bureau
Bloomington-Normal Economic 

Development Council
Bloomington-Normal Marriott Hotel and 

Conference Center
Carle Health
CEFCU
Central Illinois Regional Airport
Charles Schwab Independent Branch Leader 

Mark Brownlee
Chestnut Health Systems
Children’s Discovery Museum
City of Bloomington Parks and Recreation
Community Players Theatre
Crossroads Fair Trade Goods & Gifts
Destihl Restaurant and Brew Works
Dirksen Congressional Center

Easterseals of Central Illinois
Ecology Action Center
Gender Envy Fest
Great Harvest Bread Company
Green Top Grocery
Heartland Community College
Homes of Hope
Hornbaker Gardens
Illinois Art Station
Illinois Department of Health and Family 

Services
Illinois Prairie Community Foundation
Illinois Shakespeare Festival
Illinois State Board of Education
Illinois State University Admissions
Illinois State University Athletics
Illinois State University EMDH
Illinois State University School of 

Communication
Illinois State University Senior Professionals
Illinois Symphony Orchestra
Jay Goldberg Events
Jazz Up Front
Legacy Solar
Looking for Lincoln
Luther Oaks
Mackinaw Valley Vineyard and Winery
MCK CPAs and Advisors
McLean and Livingston County Building and 

Trades Council
McLean County Chamber of Commerce

McLean County Museum of History
Normal Public Library
Normal Theater
Often Running
Onward Injury Law
OSF Healthcare
ParkLands Foundation
Peoria Riverfront Museum
PNC Financial Services Group
Prairie Pride Coalition
Pridefest
Red Racoon Games
Shawn Finlen, Edward Jones Financial 

Advisor
Specs Around Town
State Farm Holiday Classic
Tarvin’s Culligan
TedX Normal
The Baby Fold
The Champagne British Car Show
The Drake Zimmerman Group
The Garlic Press
Town of Normal
Twin City Self Storage
Unit Five Education Association
VisionPoint Eye Center
Vitesse Cycle Shop
Westminster Village

Main office
(309) 438-2255

WGLT@IllinoisState.edu

Thank you to the more than 100 contributors who supported WGLT at the Day Sponsor 
level, giving at least $365 this year. Celebrate the 2024 Day Sponsors and see their 
messages at WGLT.org.  

Please contact WGLT Contributor Services with additions or corrections at (309) 438-3581 
or ContributorServices@IllinoisState.edu.
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