WHRO COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Date: Wednesday, August 20, 2025
Location: Fort Monroe Authority, Hampton, VA

Attendance
[bookmark: _GoBack]James, Deppe, Rowena Finn, Denise Fisher, Debbie Myers, Thomas O’Grady, Benjamin Lynerd, Season Roberts, Stephanie Robinson, Paulette Temple, Peg Volk,  Margaret Wiley, Hoda Zaki.
WHRO Staff: Kelsey Backe, James Roach, Lisa Godley, Louis Hansen, Christopher Tyree
Call to Order
CAB Chair Season called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m., welcomed attendees, and introduced Scott Martin, CEO of the Fort Monroe Authority, who served as the evening’s host. This meeting was held offsite at Fort Monroe to better connect with the community and to allow space for a social aspect to the meeting. 

Presentation by Scott Martin 
Scott Martin shared an overview of Fort Monroe’s programming and mission, highlighting current and upcoming initiatives at the historic site. A short Q&A followed with CAB members asking about programming, events, and opportunities for community connection. WHRO has partners, and has plans to partner further on supporting programming. This included airing the music from their July 4th event on WHRO 90.3 and hosting an live taping onsite of “Another View” later this year. 

Station Updates 
Kelsey Backe, Community Relations Manager, gave a brief presentation with highlights from WHRO, including:
· Funding Update: Current status of WHRO’s federal funding efforts and Champions donation campaign.
· Peninsula Expansion: Hiring of a new Community Relations Coordinator and a new Development staff member to strengthen WHRO’s full-time presence on the Peninsula.
· Williamsburg Office: Continued use of the Williamsburg location for community needs, serving as a studio and backup for the Norfolk station.
· Community Engagement: Increased attendance at community events to promote WHRO’s content and mission.
· WHRO+: Updates on the new streaming app, now available across all platforms, with local content integration.
· Recent & Upcoming Programming Highlights:
· July 4th Fort Monroe Fireworks music aired on 90.3
· Another View live shows planned at the Fort Monroe 1619 Monument
· Extended broadcast of Black Loyalist (July 2025)
· First Baptist Church Williamsburg mini-documentary
· Another View Live Juneteenth 2026 broadcast
· Video mini-segments leading up to We the People
· Upcoming Event:
· Local Matters: WHRO News Panel
· Tuesday, October 7, 2025 | 5:30–7:30 p.m.
· Zeiders American Dream Theater, Virginia Beach Town Center
· Moderated panel with Maurice Jones and WHRO reporters on the role of local journalism
· CAB will support promotion and help develop a lobby activity for attendees.

Social Gathering 
The program concluded with food, refreshments, and open networking. CAB members and WHRO staff had the opportunity to connect with one another and with representatives from the Fort Monroe Authority.
Adjournment
The event concluded at 7:45 p.m.

