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A Bill Creating a Referendum to the Undergraduate  9 
Student Body Regarding Athletic Funding 10 

 11 
Whereas, The Associated Student Government exists to represent and 12 

advocate for the entirety of the undergraduate student body 13 
of the University of Arkansas; and 14 

 15 
Whereas, On January 28, 2026, the University of Arkansas Board of 16 

Trustees passed a resolution requesting that Chancellor 17 
Charles Robinson and Vice Chancellor/Director of Athletics 18 
Hunter Yurachek generate $6,000,000 annually to be 19 
allocated to the Department of Athletics for operational 20 
costs; and 21 

 22 
Whereas, Members of the campus community have expressed concern 23 

over the amount of time community members have had to 24 
review the proposal; and 25 

 26 
Whereas, The University of Arkansas Department of Athletics has 27 

historically been regarded as a “self-sustaining” department, 28 
operating without direct institutional or state funding and 29 
reinvesting revenue into operations, and student-athletes; 30 
and 31 

 32 
Whereas, Razorback Athletics represents a pillar of institutional pride, 33 

cultural identity, and economic impact for the University and 34 
the State of Arkansas; and  35 

 36 
Whereas, The University’s primary mission remains the provision of 37 

accessible, affordable, and high-quality education to the 38 
students of Arkansas, the United States, and the 39 
international community; and 40 

 41 
Whereas, The potential mechanisms to generate the requested $6 42 

million include: 43 
1. An increase in student tuition. 44 
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2. The implementation of a mandatory Student 45 
Athletics Fee; or 46 

3. Reallocation or reduction of academic 47 
departmental funding; and 48 

 49 
Whereas, Any of the above mechanisms may directly or indirectly 50 

increase the cost of attendance or diminish academic 51 
resources available to students; and 52 

 53 
Whereas, Chancellor Robinson has publicly stated, “There’s just no 54 

magic budget bucket out there,” and has affirmed his 55 
responsibility to mitigate tuition and fee increases through 56 
sound fiscal management; and 57 

 58 
Whereas,  Article VII of the Associated Student Government 59 

Constitution allows the ASG Senate to refer any question to 60 
the general undergraduate student body.  61 

 62 
Be it therefore resolved:   The Associated Student Government Senate 63 

affirms that student affordability and academic 64 
excellence must remain the University’s highest 65 
institutional priorities; and 66 

 67 
Be it further resolved:  The Associated Student Government Senate 68 

supports the Department of Athletics and 69 
recognizes its cultural and economic 70 
contributions to the University and the State of 71 
Arkansas; and 72 

 73 
Be it further resolved:  the Associated Student Government Senate 74 

supports meaningful student representation in 75 
any discussions regarding future funding 76 
decisions that directly impact tuition, fees, or 77 
cost of attendance; and  78 

  79 
Be it further resolved: The Associated Student Government Senate 80 

refers the following question on the Spring 81 
2026 General Election ballot: 82 

 83 
Do you support potential actions by the Board 84 
of Trustees that could result in increasing 85 
student tuition, implementing a mandatory 86 
Student Athletics Fee, or reallocating existing 87 
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departmental funds to fund the University of 88 
Arkansas Department of Athletics? 89 

☐ Yes ☐ No 90 
 91 
Be it further resolved:  The results of the referendum question be 92 

shared with Chancellor Charles Robinson; Vice 93 
Chancellor and Director of Athletics Hunter 94 
Yurachek; Vice Chancellor for Finance and 95 
Administration Ann Bordelon; and University 96 
of Arkansas Board of Trustees members Kelly 97 
Eichler, Steve Cox, Ed Fryar, Ted Dickey, 98 
Jeremy Wilson, Nathaniel Todd, Kevin Crass, 99 
Scott Ford, Randy Lawson, and Judd Deere; 100 
and 101 

 102 
Be it finally resolved: A copy of this bill be sent to ASGJ Chief Justice 103 

Paige Williams.  104 
 105 
Amendments:            106 
 107 
Vote Count:   Aye     Nay     Abstentions    108 
 109 
Legislation Status:  Passed   Failed     Other     110 
 111 
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 114 
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