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Intro: From the KBIA Newsroom in Columbia, I’m Rebecca Smith. Reparation efforts in urban area are gaining national attention. But KBIA’s Kassidy Arena reports rural areas are taking their own steps toward righting historic wrongs.
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[nat sounds of street and crunching leaves] On the busy corner of Lafayette and Dunklin Street in Jefferson City, there are unraked lawns, a parking lot and a tennis court. But it used to be a booming Black commercial area with hotels, stores and restaurants.

70 year old Glover Brown used to live there.

GLOVER1		(:16)		“It was a home. It was a workplace. It was entertainment. And when I say that, it was for the Black community.”

Due to urban renewal efforts in the 50s and 60s, their family was forced out of the area known as the Foot District.

GLOVER2		(:15)		“It came through Jefferson City like a storm coming over the horizon.”

The safety net the Brown family had built was gone. Brown says they then moved to an area with intense racism–including an explosive being thrown at their house. And now, decades later, Glover and his brother Arthur are making sure this history–their history–won’t be forgotten. They recently got the Foot District designated as an Official Historic Legacy District and the city commissioned a plaque on the district’s border.

Glover says when a municipality recognizes an injustice and attempts to correct a past wrong, that’s reparations. Although he commends the city, he says what’s happening in Jefferson City and the Foot District right now might not fit a definition of reparations…

GLOVER3		(:09)		“Reparations can mean a couple of different things. Jokingly, we're still waiting on our 40 acres and a mule.”

And Glover’s thoughts about what reparations means, is a microcosm of the same larger conversation around the country. St. Louis has been working toward financial reparations on a city-wide level with involvement and support from its first Black female mayor Tishaura Jones. It’s worth noting Jefferson City has never had a Black mayor. 

WARD1		(:05)		“Including in relation to what reparations is, we need to talk more about transformative justice.”

That’s Geoff Ward. He is the director of the Wash-U and Slavery Project at Washington University in St. Louis.

WARD2		(:17)		“I think the term is partly avoided now because it’s not clear what it means to many people. And it means different things to different people. We’re going to see, pretty soon I think, a lot of grappling with that question of the meaning of reparations.”

Ward and others say, a vital first step in achieving reparations is for a state to formally apologize for its involvement in slavery. Of the eighteen slave states, Missouri is one of nine that has not apologized. 

Ward says people in St. Louis and Kansas City, where both mayors are Black, may feel more comfortable pushing for financial reparations partially because of that political representation.

Ayanna Shivers is a test of that question in a rural area. She became Mexico, Missouri’s first Black female mayor in 2019.

SHIVERS1		(:18)		“It’s about the power. And for true reparations to take place, there would have to be an exchange. And so my mindset is, don't ask somebody to give up their power, because that's like, you know, you asking a person when they're in the playoffs to give up their playbook to the opposing team.”

So Shivers and other Black community leaders started making their own changes - There are free tutoring programs, a city sustainability project and nonprofits to support Black communities as they thrive. All of these programs have garnered support from the town of more than eleven-thousand.

SHIVERS2		(:16)		“Some of it is understanding we deserve the 40 acres and a mule. And that, to access it, we may not be able to wait on someone to hand it to us. We'll just have to acquire the skill set to do it ourselves.”

Shivers says small town efforts like these are reparations–and can be just as impactful as those in big cities.

I’m Kassidy Arena, KBIA News.


