
February 25, 2026

The Honorable Kristi Noem
Secretary
Department of Homeland Security
245 Murray Lane SW
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Noem:

We join with local leadership in opposing the Department of Homeland Security’s 
(Department) recent acquisition of a commercial facility in Romulus, Michigan to retrofit into a 
detention facility for U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). On February 16, 
Romulus Mayor McCraight wrote to you in opposition of the use of this facility for detention and
it was also unanimously opposed by the Romulus City Council on February 23. This warehouse 
facility is not zoned for or developed to house individuals. We are concerned about the safety of 
detainees and employees, especially at a time when ICE is struggling to provide adequate 
conditions at its existing facilities. Accordingly, we urge the Department to reverse plans to use 
this site as a detention facility in Romulus, Michigan and provide a swift response to our 
questions.

As you have heard from Romulus Mayor McCraight, in the attached letter, no local 
officials were contacted or notified regarding plans to use this commercially-zoned property for a
detention facility.1 The facility that ICE purchased is located in the city’s M-1, Light Industrial 
District, which is zoned for uses like light manufacturing, small-scale warehousing, and other 
uses that “generate less truck traffic” than other nearby industrial locations.2 A detention facility 
would unquestionably place increased demands on the city’s emergency services, such as 
ambulance and EMT, in addition to services like sewer, water, and electricity.

1 Letter from Mayor Robert McCraight, City of Romulus, to Secretary Kristi Noem, Department of 
Homeland Security and Acting Director Todd Lyons, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (Feb. 16, 2026).

2 ArcGIS Web AppViewer, Romulus Zoning Viewer 
(romulus.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=4c5e7f692321411fa4970e630b8630a8) (accessed 
Feb. 18, 2026); City of Romulus, Zoning Ordinance (www.romulusgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/408/Romulus-
Zoning-Ordinance-PDF) (Feb. 13, 2023).
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In response to questions about this facility, an ICE spokesperson was quoted as saying 
that new detention “sites will undergo community impact studies and rigorous due diligence 
process to make sure there is no hardship on local utilities or infrastructure prior to purchase.”3

No local officials were consulted about any such study or due diligence, raising questions about 
whether the analysis was completed before the purchase of the facility and if it did occur, the 
accuracy of the work. 

The ICE spokesperson further stated, without evidence, that the Romulus facility and 
construction would create jobs, contribute $149.9 million to GDP, and bring in more than $33 
million in tax revenue.4  That statement did not acknowledge other plans for the facility that also 
would have brought in jobs and revenue. Prior to the Department’s purchase of the facility, the 
city’s Department of Building & Safety had issued a renovation permit to accommodate the use 
of the facility for an automotive manufacturer.5 It seems unlikely that a detention facility owned 
by the federal government would replace the economic benefits of an automotive manufacturer 
when manufacturing is one of the backbones of Michigan’s economy. 

Additionally, while zoned for light industrial use, the facility is surrounded by residential 
housing.6 To operate a detention facility, ICE will require frequent traffic for employees, 
deliveries of food, clothing, and other consumables, as well as the transport of detainees, all of 
which could significantly impact the ability of local residents to traverse their streets. In addition 
to being a hardship on local infrastructure, this is not consistent with the zoning requirement to 
“generate less truck traffic” outlined in Romulus’s Zoning Ordinance.7 

Given these serious concerns, we request the following information, not later than March 
11, 2026. Please provide: 

1. All details regarding what was included in ICE’s purchase of a facility in Romulus and
the intended use for the facility, including:

a. ICE’s intended use for the facility, including capacity, staffing levels, and the
expected length of stay for detainees;

b. Any plans for renovation of the facility from a warehouse to a detention center;
c. The intended opening date of the facility as a detention center;

3  Metro Detroit lawmakers concerned over planned ICE detention center in Romulus, Fox 2 Detroit (Feb. 
16, 2026) (www.fox2detroit.com/news/metro-detroit-lawmakers-concerned-over-planned-ice-detention-center-
romulus).

4 Id.
5 Letter from Mayor Robert McCraight, City of Romulus, to Secretary Kristi Noem, Department of 

Homeland Security and Acting Director Todd Lyons, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (Feb. 16, 2026).
6 ArcGIS Web AppViewer, Romulus Zoning Viewer 

(romulus.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=4c5e7f692321411fa4970e630b8630a8) (accessed 
Feb. 18, 2026).

7 City of Romulus, Zoning Ordinance (www.romulusgov.com/DocumentCenter/View/408/Romulus-
Zoning-Ordinance-PDF) (Feb. 13, 2023).
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d. DHS/ICE’s justification for the location of this facility, including any plans to use
this facility as part of ICE’s removal and/or transfer flight operations.

e. Any assessments or reviews conducted by the department pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act.

2. The “community impact study” referred to in the statement provided by ICE to local
media, including:

a. Details about the “rigorous due diligence process” undertaken by ICE prior to
purchase, and the basis for the determination that there is “no hardship on local
utilities or local infrastructure”

b. Any economic impact study conducted, including the full economic analysis that
led the Department to claim that the facility would bring in 1,458 jobs, contribute
$149.9 million to GDP, and contribute $33 million in tax revenue.8

3. Information regarding any engagements with local stakeholders prior to purchase of the
facility and any plans to engage with appropriate stakeholders moving forward.

Sincerely,

Gary C. Peters
United States Senator
Ranking Member, Committee
on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs

Elissa Slotkin
United States Senator

8 Metro Detroit lawmakers concerned over planned ICE detention center in Romulus, Fox 2 Detroit (Feb. 
16, 2026) (www.fox2detroit.com/news/metro-detroit-lawmakers-concerned-over-planned-ice-detention-center-
romulus).



Robert A. Mccraight 
Mayor 

ADMINISTRATIVE and LEGISLATIVE OFFICES 
11111 Wayne Road· Romulus, Michigan 48174-1485 

www.romulusgov.com 

ELLEN L. CRAIG-BRAGG 
Clerk 

February 16, 2026 

Hon. Kristi Noem 
Secretary of Homeland Security 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
2707 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave. SE 
Washington, DC 20528 
DHS.IGA@hq.dhs.gov 

Todd Lyons 
Acting Director ICE 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
500 12th St SW 
Washington, DC 20536 
Detroit. Outreach@ice.dhs.gov 

RE: Potential ICE Detention Center in Romulus, MI 

Dear Secretary Noem and Acting Director Lyons: 

STACY A. PAIGE 

Treasurer 

As Mayor for the City of Romulus, Michigan, I have recently become aware that Romulus has been selected as a 
potential site (7525 Cogswell Road) for a new ICE Detention Center. The City, including its Department of 
Building & Safety, Police Department and/or Fire Department, have not been formally contacted or notified 
regarding this matter. In accordance with 40 USCA §§ 901 - 903, it is my understanding that the federal 
government is required to provide notice of the intended acquisition and the proposed use of such property. The 
law provides as follows: 

40 U.S.C.A. § 901. Purpose and policy 

The purpose of this chapter is to promote harmonious intergovernmental relations and encourage sound 
planning, zoning, and land use practices by prescribing uniform policies and procedures for the 
Administrator of General Services to acquire, use, and dispose of land in urban areas. To the greatest 

extent practicable, urban land transactions entered into for the General Services Administration 
and other federal agencies shall be consistent with zoning and land use practices and with the 

planning and development objectives of local governments and planning agencies. 

KATHY ABDO 
Councilwoman 

CELESTE ROSCOE 
Councilwoman 

WILLIAM WADWORTH 
Councilman 

TINA M. TALLEY 
Mayor Pro Tern 

JAMES BULLOCK 
Councilman 

DAVID S. JONES 
Councilman 

MARK WILHIDE 
Councilman 

Attachment
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