Cadence

Susan Brownell Anthony made the society we live in today. She also formed two other
societies: The Woman’s NYS Temperance Society and The National Woman’s Suffrage
Association. These two societies affected many women and people, by bringing attention to
how unfair laws and customs were written and enforced. -

On February 15th 1820, Susan Anthony was born in Adams, Massachusetts. Lucy Read,
Susan’s mom, was a baptist until she married Daniel Anthon. Lucy converted to be a quaker,
because Daniel was. Quakers believed that men and women are equals, that slavery and
wars are bad, and disapprove of drinking alcohol and dancing. A lot of the policy that Susan
pursued came from being raised as a Quaker. She was homeschooled by her dad when her
school refused to teach her long division. Later her dad began to teach other children and
began his own school.

Education led Susan to become an activist most well known for advocating for women's
rights. She started her working life by working at her father’s mill. Later she taught at a
Quaker boarding school. She started going to a plethora of meetings about women's rights,
suffrage temperance (prohibition of alcohol) and the abolition of slavery. From there she
started working with the underground railroad and she started speaking publicly about
women's rights. By 1854 she'was earning $0.25 per speech. She was really persuasive: she
managed to convince the NYS legislature to pass laws to allow married women to own

property and run businesses in their own name.

Susan founded the Woman’s NYS Temperance Society, WNYSTS, in 1852. Elizabeth Cady
Stanton was a co-founder and president of the WNYSTS, she also was an organizer of the
women's rights convention in Seneca Falls and had become friends with Susan. As a goc;d
friend, Elizabeth introduced Susan to the latest fashion: wearing bloomers and a short
haircut as a visual support for women's rights. Temperance is a ban on the consumption and
sale of alcohol, which was important to Susan because of her Quaker background. She
wanted to ban drinking to help women married to drunkards. She also wanted the right to
divorce for everyone, not just men. When it was decided that men could hold office in the
WNYSTS, they immediately voted Elizabeth out of the office of president and ignored
women's rights suggestions.








