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Like organizations everywhere, WUOT faced unimaginable challenges in 2020.  

On-air hosts adapted well as they carefully scheduled production and worked from 

home when required, always keeping an eye on safety. Administrative staff adapted 

as well, transitioning to work from home for much of the year. We miss seeing 

one another—and our volunteers and community—in person, and we’re all looking 

forward to being together again in 2021.  



We had planned to commemorate 
WUOT’s 70th anniversary with a gala 
event in August, but when COVID-19 
changed those plans we celebrated with 
a three-night virtual engagement, the 
WUOT Bunker Series, in September. 
Planned by the WUOT Advisory Board’s 
Event Committee, the event featured 
performances of music and poetry, spe-
cial greetings, skits, and public voting 
for the WUOT artist mug contest. You 
can view all three nights of the series on 
WUOT’s YouTube channel. 

In October and November, WUOT News partnered with nonprofit reporting 
outlet ProPublica to keep tabs on potential voting problems in Tennessee. 
A tip line received several reports from East Tennessee voters, 
none of which indicated serious problems with voting process-
es and procedures. Tips were shared with ProPublica for its 
national database. 

WUOT produced stories that profiled congressional 
and General Assembly races, investigated the process 
of voting in a pandemic, and deployed contributor 
Heather Duncan to report live from Knox County’s elec-
tion headquarters as votes were counted.

Duncan also reported on the growing influence of Cherokee Health Systems, 
a local provider that integrates physical and mental health care, in “East  
Tennessee Clinics for the Poor Become World Leaders in Whole-Person 
Care.” In another regional story, “That’s My Fear,” she talked with East  
Tennessee immigration advocates about the wide-ranging effects of  
changes in the public charge criteria for green-card applicants and others.

In “The Fight Goes On,” WUOT News contributor Leslie Snow spoke with 
local civil rights activists about the Knoxville sit-ins of the 1960s and the 
nationwide demonstrations following the May 2020 death of George Floyd. 
Another of Snow’s stories, “Dreamers Deferred,” featured six Tennessee 
students, all immigrants covered by Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, 
who persevered to find the money for college. 

Throughout much of the year WUOT 
aired Every Woman Vote. Produced 
locally by WideLensMedia, Every 
Woman Vote was a series of daily 
one-minute modules that highlight-
ed the voices and stories of women 
discussing their experience with 
voting in America. The series helped 
to highlight and celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the 19th Amendment, 
which gave women the right to vote.

PROGRAM & EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 

https://www.wuot.org/wuot-bunker-series
https://www.wuot.org/term/youtube
https://www.propublica.org/
https://everywomanvote.me/


John Habel and Katharine 
Emlem launched WUOT’s first 
locally produced world mu-
sic show, The Sounds Global 
Show, which airs on WUOT-2 
on Sundays at 5 p.m. 

We aired The National 
Conversation with All Things 
Considered weekdays from 
March through May on WUOT-
2. The program was a live 
call-in adaptation of NPR’s 

All Things Considered. Devoting the entire hour to the latest news on the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the series offered listeners across the country the 
opportunity to ask questions of a panel of reporters and experts.

Melony Dodson resurrected UT Concert Hall after a five-year hiatus for the 
program. Featuring performances from UT School of Music faculty and stu-
dents, UT Concert Hall airs on Thursdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 7 p.m. 

We introduced the nationally distributed program A Way with Words to 
WUOT-2 on Thursday evenings and Sunday mornings. The program is built 
around listener-submitted questions about the origins of words and phrases 
we use in everyday life. 

The Music Department again had 
a record-setting year for inter-
views, including conversation 
with jazz greats like Delfaeyo 
Marsalis, Peter Leitch, and  
Orrin Evans. 

A Kentucky-based 
bluegrass and 
Appalachian music 
program, Red Barn 
Radio, debuted on 
WUOT-2 on Sunday 
evenings.

To better support our commu-
nity, WUOT introduced a new 
media sponsorship application 
process for community orga-
nizations. More information 
about the new process, eligibility 
requirements, and a link to the 
application are available at  
wuot.org/media-sponsorships.

https://www.waywordradio.org/
http://www.redbarnradio.com/main.html
http://www.redbarnradio.com/main.html
http://wuot.org/media-sponsorships


PEOPLE  

Internationally known mu-
sician Taber Gable became 
the new Improvisations 
Thursday host. 

Ace Edewards hosted his 
final broadcast of Afternoon 
Concert on January 1, 2021. 
He has accepted a new 
job, and we wish him and 
his growing family all the 
best on their new 
adventure. WUOT’s 
previous weekend 
host, Clara Prinston, 
has taken the chair 
as the new host of  
Afternoon Concert.

IMPROVISATIONS TO GO

The timing couldn’t have been better. Last 
spring, just as the pandemic was starting 
to keep everyone at home and in need of 
vicarious adventure, WUOT launched the 
podcast Improvisations to Go. Hosted by 
Music Director Todd Steed, the podcast 
explores the jazz, food, art, and history of 
American cities including New Orleans, 
Memphis, and Washington.

A shorter version of the show airs on WUOT during Improvisations, 
the nightly jazz program. A second season launched in the fall, and 
season three is in already in the works. 

“This music could not have originated anywhere else. Jazz music and 
the culture of these cities are a gift to us all, and this podcast is a 
deep appreciation of that gift,” Steed said.

Listeners can hear Improvisations to Go episodes on the WUOT 
Jazz podcast, available through Apple podcasts. Episodes are also 
available on the show’s YouTube channel and at wuot.org.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96OnlHUAkzs
https://www.wuot.org/


WUOT is the only Knoxville-area radio station to win Tennessee 
Associated Press awards for 2019 journalism. WUOT News received 
six awards that honored reporting on a unique approach to family 
court, a moving portrayal of a funeral for veterans without families, 
racial integration in Knoxville, and other topics.

Jeff Taylor spent much of the first half of 2020 as a member of 
NPR’s Public Radio Incubation Lab, a rotating national team of 
public media professionals working to develop innovative real-world 

solutions to some of 
the network’s most 
urgent strategic and 
practical challenges. 

STAY TUNEDAWARDS & RECOGNITION

Improvisations to Go season three will go into production as soon as 
it is safe to do so, with hopes for completion by the end of 2021. 

The WUOT News Department has 
been awarded a grant from the East 
Tennessee Foundation for a special 
project that will take an in-depth 
look at the impact of urban renewal 
and how it affects our predominant-
ly Black neighborhoods. This spring, 
contributor Heather Duncan will be 
collecting stories from these affect-
ed communities to give context to 
Knoxville’s past and present urban 
renewal projects. 

http://Public Radio Incubation Lab
http://www.easttennesseefoundation.org/
http://www.easttennesseefoundation.org/


COVID-19

When the COVID-19 pandemic reached Tennessee 
in mid-March, WUOT News quickly pivoted to 
cover the fast-moving and significant story. 
Beginning with live extended broadcast updates 
on March 12 and continuing to the present, 
WUOT’s reporters have brought COVID-19’s 
manifold effects into context and clarity. 

So far, WUOT’s small news staff has produced 
more than 90 broadcast and online updates 
specific to COVID-19. Reports have included 
an interview with a survivor as well as regular 
updates on local and state responses. 

WUOT’s standing programs have also included 
special coverage. The April edition of Dialogue 
focused on economic and health effects of the 
pandemic, and episodes of HealthConnections 
have covered such topics as epidemiology, the 
search for a vaccine, and mental health issues 
related to COVID-19. 

In September, Claire Heddles produced an 
exclusive story derived from White House 
coronavirus task force reports that the office 
of Tennessee Governor Bill Lee had refused to 
release. WUOT News obtained the documents 
and shared them with the public. Since breaking 
the initial story, Heddles has been updating 
WUOT’s website with the latest White House task 
force summaries as they are obtained, creating an 
archive for anyone who wants to track the spread 
of the virus and its effects in Tennessee.



OPERATING REVENUES
Community service grants donated by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting $145,394

Other CPB grants 75,000

Appropriations from the University of Tennessee 615,213 

Underwriting 253,002

Membership income   864,732

Donated facilities and administrative support from the University of Tennessee 257,638

In-kind contributions 15,179

Production revenue 1,400

Total operating revenues   2,227,558

OPERATING EXPENSES  
Programming and production   1,009,095

Broadcasting   321,845

Programming information and promotion 15,318 

Management and general   543,983

Fundraising and membership development 185,389 

Underwriting and grant solicitation   166,454 

Total operating expenses   2,242,084
Operating loss   (14,526)

NON-OPERATING REVENUES (EXPENSES) 
Interest income 55,893

Unrealized loss on investments  (99,265)

Total non-operating expenses (43,372)

Decrease in net position   (57,898)

Net position, beginning of year   1,492,511

Net position, end of year   $ 1,434,613

For the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2020 

All Corporation for Public Broadcasting public radio and TV 
stations must submit financial statements and an annual financial 
report each year as a requirement to receive a Community 
Service Grant. Community support (contributions from listeners 
and underwriting from businesses and nonprofit organizations) 
provides the largest portion of the station’s annual revenue, 
followed by the University of Tennessee, the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting, and endowment interest. 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, many public radio stations, 
including WUOT, experienced double-digit losses in underwriting 
revenue, while national trends in individual giving show year-to-
year consistency or increases. WUOT received one-time funds 
from both CPB and the University of Tennessee in fiscal year 2020. 
Also of note: the CPB formula for calculating indirect support 
has changed, which resulted in a significantly larger number for 
the line “Donated facilities and administrative support from the 
University of Tennessee.” This number does not reflect additional 
investment but merely a change in calculation. 

The numbers presented in this report have not yet been  
confirmed by CPB.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
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