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January 12, 2022 
 
The Honorable Merrick Garland 
Attorney General of the United States 
United States Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20530 
 
The Honorable Michael F. Easley, Jr. 
United States Attorney, Eastern District of North Carolina 
United States Department of Justice 
150 Fayetteville Street, Suite 2100 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601 
 
Dear Attorney General Garland and United States Attorney Easley: 
 
On January 8, 2022, Jason Walker was tragically shot and killed in Fayetteville by an off-duty 
sheriff’s deputy. Much of what happened on a public street that led to the fatal shooting is unknown 
and many in our community are searching for answers. 
 
The Fayetteville Police Department responded to the initial 911 call over a shooting and quickly 
determined that an off-duty Cumberland County Sheriff’s Deputy [1] had shot Mr. Walker. Within 
hours, the Fayetteville Police Department asked the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation 
(“SBI”) to take over the investigation to avoid even the appearance of favoritism to law 
enforcement. 
 
On Monday, January 10, 2022, Fayetteville Mayor Mitch Colvin and members of the Fayetteville 
City Council directed me to request the assistance of the U.S. Department of Justice, to review all 
of the facts and circumstances of this tragedy to determine whether any involvement or 
investigation from the Department of Justice is warranted.  
 
Your agency’s previous and ongoing reviews of tragic shootings across the nation show that the 
Department of Justice and the FBI are uniquely equipped to handle these complex situations. We 
have full faith that the SBI will conduct a thorough investigation into Mr. Walker’s death. 
However, members of City Council believe strongly that your department’s involvement or 
assistance with any investigation will help our citizens trust that the investigation will be both 
thorough and transparent.  
 

                                                           
[1] The Cumberland County Sheriff has publicly identified the deputy as Lt. Jeffrey Hash. 
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We also request and welcome a review of the City’s response and policies by the Department of 
Justice. While I have the utmost confidence in our Police Department, I understand a review of 
this tragic incident may help our community during this difficult time as we await the results of 
the independent investigation. 
 
Thank you for the work that you do and for your attention to this matter. Please call me directly 
should you have any questions or need additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Douglas J. Hewett, ICMA-CM 
City Manager 
CC:  Fayetteville City Council 
 
 


