Obituary
Mass will be held 10:30 a.m. Monday, April 1, 2013, at St. Mark Catholic Church in Lake Andes. Burial will be in the parish cemetery, rural Lake Andes, with military honors. Visitation will be at the Crosby-Jaeger Funeral Home in Wagner Saturday from 3 to 5 and Sunday from 9 to 11. Visitation will continue at the church from 5 to 7, followed by a rosary/wake service.

Edward Louis Vacek, son of James and Mary (Sternhagen) Vacek, was born March 29, 1924, on a farm near Avon, SD. He died peacefully at his home east of Pickstown on Wednesday, March 27, 2013.

Ed graduated from Avon High School. He entered the Army Air Force on April 27, 1943, and served during World War II in France, Germany, Holland, Belgium and Czechoslovakia. Ed was honorably discharged on September 4, 1945.

After Ed's discharge, he attended Coyne Electrical School in Chicago. He worked as a surveyor at the Corps of Engineers for the Fort Randall Project. Ed later worked as a powerhouse shift operator for the Corps of Engineers Power Plant for 41 years.

Ed married Dorothy Bambas on June 10, 1947, at Tyndall. Six children were blessed to their union. Ed and Dorothy enjoyed many things in their life together. In 1977, they purchased an acreage one mile east of Pickstown and built their home. Dorothy died September 29, 2010.

Ed was a member of St. Mark Catholic Church and the Knights of Columbus, where he served as financial secretary for 24 years. He also had lifetime memberships in the Ft. Randall Castle American Legion Post #282 and the VFW Post #3239 in Lake Andes.

Ed will be remembered for his love of
Lawrence Welk and polka music, caring for his trees and lawn and his involvement with the American Legion Baseball - both as coach and an umpire. He enjoyed collecting coins and watching the Minnesota Twins and Vikings. Ed's greatest joy was time spent with his children and grandchildren.

Thankful for having shared his life are his six children and five grandchildren: Robert and wife Jana of Sioux Falls and their children Travis and his wife Shelie and Tyler Vacek; Patty Decker/Arneson and husband Mark of Arlington, TX and their daughter Stephanie Decker; Linda Vacek of Arlington, TX; Rita Vacek of Pickstown and her sons: JR and Auston Parker; Richard of Pickstown; and Sherrie Vacek of Prescott, AZ; two great grandchildren: Ania and Benicio; and many relatives and friends.

Ed was preceded in death by his wife, Dorothy; his parents; a brother Laddie; and two sisters: Mary Ann Zakaras and Kathy Vacek.
https://www.petersfh.net/obituaries/edward-vacek
