Approved for Public Release

Approved for Public Release

Approved for Public Release

Harold K. Hanson
( March 6, 1920 - May 8, 2010 )
HAROLD K. HANSON
Sioux Falls, SD
Died: Saturday, May 8, 2010
Sioux Falls, SD
Age: 90 years, 2 months, 2 days

Harold K. Hanson died from congestive heart failure triggered in part by newly acquired diabetes and high blood sugars, which were largely uncontrolled in hospital and nursing homes from March 3rd through April 6th. Harolds medical problems were worsened by an enlarged prostate which limited his rest.

Harold Kenneth Hanson, son of John S. and Selma Marie (Nytroe) Hanson, was born March 6, 1920 in a SD blizzard on a farm just across the road north of Saint Peters Lutheran Church, 12 miles south of Madison. Harold graduated from Orland High School in 1938. He attended Augustana College, Sioux Falls, SD for one year before the depression prevented further attendance.

Harold received his draft notice in October of 1941, before Pearl Harbor, and served 47 months in the United States Army until his honorable discharge in November of 1945. Basic training was in the Army Horse Cavalry, followed by Clerk School, mechanized cavalry and finally in the Norwegian/American US Army special force 99th Infantry Battalion (Separate). The 99th special force formed in August of 1942 and Harold was among the first 8 men to report. The 99th was one of four special force battalions initially attached to the First Army. In late January of 1945, they joined the 474th Infantry Regiment (Separate) attached to General Pattons Third Army. Following Germanys surrender on May 8, 1945, the Norwegian speaking 99th spent four and a half months attached to the Allied Expeditionary force to Norway. They served as Honor Guard to Norway's King Haakon upon his return to Oslo on June 7, 1945 after five full years in exile.

Harold was united in marriage with Crystal Genevieve Lee on May 4, 1943 in Sioux Falls, SD. Their one child, son Harlan, was born in 1951. Harold was a Certified Dental Technician, crafting false teeth for 38 years before ending his career with the VA Hospital in Fargo, ND where they lived for 18 years. They retired to live with their son in Elm Grove, WI for 15 years before the family returned to Sioux Fall in 1999.

Harold was a member of East Side Lutheran Church and served on the church council for several years in the early 1960s. He served as a Cub Scout leader. Harold, along with Ray Gibson, was a Gray-Y coach for three years with their Sioux II team at Bancroft Elementary School. Their 6th grade team took the title for their half of Sioux Falls in both basketball and softball in the 1962-63 school year. Harold was also active in preserving the camaraderie and memory of his World War II special force band of brothers, the 99th Norwegian/American Viking Battalion Ski Troopers, the 99ers, many times serving on reunion committees and holding positions as Secretary/Treasurer, President and writer/publisher of the 99th magazine/newsletter twice a year for 11 years.

Grateful for having shared his life are his son, Harlan K. Hanson, Sioux Falls, SD; two sisters, Hazel Hanson and Carol Coffey, both of Omaha, NE; two sisters-in-law, Corma Lee, Sioux Falls, SD, Marilyn Hanson, Madison, SD; 34 nieces and nephews; and a host of other relatives and friends.

Harold was preceded in death by his wife, Crystal, on June 13, 2004; his parents; four brothers, Milton, Clifford, Vernon and Jim; one sister, Ellen Marie Junior; and 12 brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law.

VISITATION
Begins at 12:00 PM Friday, May 14, 2010
George Boom Funeral Home, Sioux Falls, SD
The family will greet friends from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM Friday at the funeral home, one hour prior to the funeral service at East Side Lutheran Church, and following the committal service at St. Peter's Lutheran Church

FUNERAL SERVICE
2:00 PM Saturday, May 15, 2010
East Side Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls, SD
Reverend Olaf Roynesdal, Officiating
Paul Griffith, Organist
Jon Salberg, Vocalist
Den Store Hvide Flok
East Side Lutheran Choir
The Old Rugged Cross ~ What a Friend
Softly and Tenderly ~ Just a Closer Walk with Thee
Military Rites by SD Army National Guard and VFW Post 628

INTERMENT
St. Peters Lutheran Cemetery, Madison, SD
Reverend Terry Knudson, Officiating

PALLBEARERS
Galen Hanson ~ Joe Junior ~ Darrel Lee
Donald Hanson ~ James Lee ~ Mark Hanson

HONORARY PALLBEARERS
Rob Hanson ~ Harvey Lee ~ John Hanson ~ Michael Junior
David Junior ~ Danny Junior ~ Steve Hanson ~ Paul Hanson
Allen Hanson ~ David Hanson ~ Dennis Hanson

Relatives and friends are invited to gather with the family for refreshments and fellowship at East Side Lutheran Church one hour prior to the funeral service and at St. Peters Lutheran Church following the committal service.

Harolds family requests that memorials be directed to the St. Peters Lutheran Cemetery Fund, P.O. Box 216, Madison, SD 57042.
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