
October 4, 2021  
 
 
Chairman Lucas,  
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide a complete and balanced perspective on the incidents of 
plagiarism alleged against President W. Franklin Evans on Thursday, September 16, 2021.  The 
Faculty Senate Executive Committee received allegations of plagiarism from multiple faculty 
constituents. These allegations were specifically in reference to the 2021 Fall Convocation 
speech.  
 
Fact-Finding Summary 
In response to these allegations, fact-finding by the Faculty Senate Executive Committee, in 
accordance with the Senate bylaws and constitution, resulted in the documentation attached. 
The Faculty Senate Executive Committee presented the findings from this analysis and 
discussed them with the full Faculty Senate on Tuesday, September 21, 2021. The full Senate 
confirmed by majority vote that plagiarism had occurred on multiple occasions and approved a 
motion to send all relevant information to the Board of Governors Chairman.  
 
Senators vote as representatives of the full faculty body. This vote by Senators represents more 
than a small faction, as characterized in the memorandum sent to students, staff, and faculty 
dated September 20, 2021. Additionally, it is important to point out that the four instances of 
plagiarism referenced below do represent a pattern of this behavior, again in contrast to the 
explanation offered in the memorandum.  
 
The Faculty Senate Executive Committee met with President Evans at 2:15pm on September 29, 
2021. The meeting was professional and courteous in tone. President Evans stated directly that 
his desire for his Convocation speech was to deliver a “motivational, inspiring, and uplifting 
event,” and to provide students with first-year advice. He commented that plagiarizing was 
unintentional, and stated twice, “I do apologize,” adding, “I need to be more careful.”  
 
President Evans offered that he had previously viewed speeches differently than presenting an 
academic paper, in terms of standards for citations and references. Additionally, he stated that 
he understands the standards expected at West Liberty University and now sees the need to be 
more deliberate and diligent in citing credits. “I will be more mindful in the future to fully cite,” 
he added. When invited to comment further on the four instances of plagiarism, the President 
said that he was done and that he could not articulate anything differently, leaving the other 
three speeches addressed only through inference. 
 
He accepted full responsibility for directing the editing of the Convocation speech video posted 
on Topper Station. When asked directly why, President Evans expressed that he wanted to 
correct the oversight referring to the lack of credit given during the speech.  
 
In an effort to be fully transparent, the four instances are listed below which includes links for 
the sources of the materials used without references or citations in the speeches. The WLU 



code of conduct concerning academic integrity and President Evans’ memorandum to the 
campus are also attached for reference. 
 
Faculty Concerns 
Practically speaking, these plagiarism incidents have the potential to impact internal classroom 
discipline making it difficult to enforce academic integrity. Some faculty expressed concern that 
this can also influence consideration given to West Liberty University for future grants and 
contracts, and may damage relationships with alumni and donors. These are commonly 
expressed concerns from faculty.  
 
Based on experiences during previous administrations, some faculty and Senators also 
expressed concern over the potential for retribution.  
 
Additionally, there are a range of sentiments expressed by faculty. While some faculty press for 
a no confidence vote in President Evans' leadership and call for his resignation, others simply 
want to move on. Some abstained from public comment.  
 
Academic integrity underpins the core values and reputation of West Liberty University. 
Plagiarism stands in direct conflict with these values. As our most visible representative, the 
President either reinforces or detracts from West Liberty’s reputation and image. The Faculty 
Senate requests that the Board of Governors review the attached facts and act appropriately 
given the seriousness of these incidents.  
 
 
 
 
Respectfully,  
Faculty Senate Executive Committee 

Dr. Sean Ryan, Chair 
Dr. Kimberly Underwood, Secretary 
Dr. Eveldora Wheeler, Finance Chair 
Dr. Diana Barber, Policy Chair 
Dr. Jason Metz, Board of Governors Faculty Representative 
 

Attachments:  

Tab A-President Evans-Edited Presentations with References 
Tab B-President Evans-Presentation Lunch with Books-OH Valley Library 
Tab C-President Evans-Juneteenth Speech 
Tab D-President Evans-MLK Speech 
Tab E-President Evans-Memorandum about Fall Convocation 2021 
Tab F-Plagiarism Definition from WLU Code of Conduct on Academic Integrity 


