PINELLAS COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
LEADING THE WAY FOR A SAFER PINELLAS

SEARCH WARRANTS & SUBPOENAS
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PURPOSE:
The purpose of this General Order is to define the guidelines for the planning, approval, execution and return
of search warrants. It is also the purpose of the policy to set guidelines for the request, service and documentation of investigative subpoenas.

DISCUSSION:
All requests for search warrants must conform to F.S. § Chapter 933 and Florida Legal Guidelines. Any sworn
member of the Sheriff's Office may make an application for a search warrant following the procedures listed
in this General Order. Search warrants can be a valuable investigative tool and should not be taken lightly.
The Pinellas County Sheriff's Office, in conjunction with the Pinellas/ Pasco State Attorney's Office, will ensure
issued search warrants shall be based upon probable cause and shall not intentionally violate any person's
constitutional rights to freedom from unlawful searches and / or seizures.
Any sworn member of the Sheriff's Office may make a request for a subpoena. All requests for investigative
subpoenas must be made in conjunction with an active, documented investigation and through the State Attorney's Office.

DEFINITIONS:
A. Affiant - The person or persons attesting to the probable cause or their factual information contained in
the search warrant.
B.

Affidavit - A sworn written document attesting to the probable cause usually made by a police officer but,
may be attested to by a citizen or informant. The affidavit will outline the factual justification for why a
judge should consent to an arrest or search warrant.

C. Anticipatory Warrant - A search warrant granting law enforcement a warrant that becomes valid after some
future triggering condition occurs. Courts reserve these types of warrants for situations in which police
have probable cause that at some future time evidence in a particular location will become available.
D.

Co-affiant - Any secondary persons attesting to their specific probable cause or their factual information
contained in an arrest or search warrant.

E.

Inventory - A list of items seized as the result of the search.

F.

Legal - The geographical description of a real estate property for the unambiguous location of boundaries
and placement in a community. It can also be used to describe an item as in a conveyance or persons to
be searched.

G. Pedigree - A detailed listing of the affiant's experiences, training and certifications, relevant to or showing
expertise in the probable cause or statements of fact they are attesting to.
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