
As a black person that grew up in Rutland, Vermont, I figured out what racial bias was pretty 

early on. My peers and authority figures would reassure me that racism was a thing of the past. It 

was something that only occurred in the south. Our ancestors fought a civil war that was 

supposed to settle it. 

 

By 21, I had already figured out that that was only wishful thinking. Even so, trying to convince 

people, friends, that my experiences weren't conjured up by my own imagination was immensely 

difficult.  

 

I was stopped by a then 26 year old State Officer Lewis Hatch in 2014 and even then, at 21, I 

knew he was breaking the law. Had the audio not coincidentally been cut from the dash or body 

cameras, what you would have heard wpuld have been pointed, calm legitimate questions, that 

exposed the racial biases of this officer.  

 

Now the wife of this disgraced officer, someone with large conflicts of interest that so obviously 

cross personal and professional boundaries, is attempting to gain a seat on a judicial panel that 

would have her preside over the futures and lives of people similar to myself who have been 

punished for exercising our so called unalienable rights.  

 

I believe that if Barrett was to be confirmed, much of the work done in recent years enacted to 

curtail systemic racial bias here, would be sent back a decade ideologically.  

 

Had Barrett been in the seat during my trial with the Supreme court, theres a large chance, due to 

her and her husband's choice of career, that that decision would not have been the unanimous one 

that it was. 

 

My supreme court hearing decision has helped multiple people here in Vermont find 

compensation or relief after state employees have broken the law while conducting their work. 

That fact alone has only helped give people who have traditionally been ignored or unable to 

defend themselves properly, an avenue to be heard.  

 

I fear that by confirming Barrett, the wife of a disgraced officer many times over, we would be 

setting Vermont politically backwards in that regard. I do not believe that Barrett would be fair 

or impartial due to her ties to law enforcement. Therefore, I do not believe that Barrett is fit for a 

position on any Supreme Court. 

 

- Gregory Zullo 

 


