
Via Email 

The Honorable Steve Hobbs 
Secretary of State 
PO Box 40220 Olympia, WA 98504-0220 
stc\e.hobbs a sos.wa.gO\; 
sccretar,·of-;tatc a sos.\\a.go\ 

U. S. Department of Justice 

United States A11orney 
Eastern District of Wash mg ton 

Thomas S. Foley U. S. Courthouse. Suite 3./0 
P. 0. Box 1./94 (509) 353-2767 
Spokane. Washington 99210-/./9./ Fax (509) 835-6397 

October 26, 2026 

Re: Noncitizen Voting in the 2026 Federal Election 

Dear Secretary Hobbs, 

As you're aware, federal law prohibits noncitizens from voting in federal elections. See 18 
U.S.C. § 611. The Supreme Court has also recognized that States "may not induce, encourage or 
promote private persons to accomplish what it is constitutionally forbidden to accomplish." 
Norwood v. Harrison, 413 U.S. 455,465 (1973) (citation omitted). We're aware of the current 
litigation and correspondence surrounding Assistant Attorney General Harmeet Dhillon's request 
for the Washington voter roles - our request here, is separate and apart from that inquiry and 
litigation, as we seek your assistance to protect the integrity of the ongoing federal election. 

Washington law requires the automatic mailing of voting materials to "each active registered 

voter of the state." Revised Code of Washington §29A.40.0l 0. By law, ballots are to be mailed 
to '·each voter at least eighteen days before each primary or election," and ballots for the 2026 

General Election were required to be sent to voters no later than October 15, 2026. Revised Code 
of Washington §29A.40.070(1). Accordingly, any registered voter in the State of Washington, 
including noncitizens that receive ballots through Washington's vote-by-mail regime, was 
required to be sent a ballot no less than seven (7) days ago. 

The United States is concerned with the number of noncitizen voters, both enrolled and actively 
voting in the State of Washington, as allowing noncitizens to vote cancels citizen votes. To 
combat voting by noncitizens, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 611, the Department of Homeland 
Security (OHS) provided our offices a list of names of persons who are noncitizens, who, with a 
high level of confidence, have voted in elections as recently as the August 2026 Primary 
elections. Some of these individuals have voted in Washington for over a decade and have voted 
more than two dozen times. To be clear: through the efforts of our federal law enforcement 
partners, the individuals identified are or were noncitizens (i.e., they may have subsequently 
naturalized). Our federal partners further identified that these individuals have, with a high level 
of confidence, voted. It is the United States' belief that each of these individuals was sent a vote­

by-mail ballot from the State of Washington to participate in the ovember 2026 federal 
election. The list of the identified individuals is attached to this letter and is comprised of over 
400 individuals and over 1,500 total votes. 
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We advise that we anticipate imminently receiving a second list of individuals believed to be
noncitizens who are registered to vote from DHS. which we will transmit ahead of the November
2,2026. General Election with the request that you follow the protocol listed below.

To help protect the integrity of the 2026 Election our request and expectations are simple:
I . You. or your office. review the list within 24 hours of receipt of this letter to determine

whether United States citizens are listed.
2. Ifa ballot for any individual on the list has been or subsequently is retumed, instruct the

appropriate elections official to not verify the signature and/or tabulate the ballot until
citizenship can be determined.

We believe the requested actions will allow your office to determine whether noncitizens are
voting in Washington's elections in violation of State and Federal law. As you noted in your July
7.2026,letter to William Mohrman, Senior Counsel with the Department of Justice's Civil
Rights Division, RCW 29A.04.205 provides the State's obligation and commitment "to protect
the integrity of the electoral process." You further invited the Department ofJustice to provide
"meaningful assistance" to protect election integrity - that is our goal here. Through these
eflorts, specific individuals were identified, who, with high confidence, should not be registered
to vote under Washington law. RCW 29A.08.370. Our request is simple; we ask that your office
rectify this issue immediately. We lurther recognize the obligation county auditors and
government agency employees providing voter registration services are under to properly carry
out their duties in connection with voter registration pursuant to RCW 29A.84.110. While our
ot'fices do not enforce State law. we do make criminal referrals to our state counterparts;
nonetheless, we do expect a prompt response from your office by enacting the approach above
and with any further actions you deem appropriate to comply with the State or Federal laws
cited.

Please ensure that the process described above to prevent noncitizens from voting in the federal
election is implemented by contacting election@hq.dhs.gov and copying me at:
pcls.$!iu9!_ud(U.C!1 by October 28 at noon PST. If you cannot implement this process by
then, given the ongoing federal election, the United States will have no choice but to seek

emergency relief.

The United States hopes that you share our commitment to ensure that only American citizens
padcipate in our federal elections. Your assistance in this process will protect American
citizens' votes while preventing noncitizens from violating federal law by participating in the
federal election. We look forward to our collaboration as we work together to ensure free, lair
and accurate elections.

Sincerely.

?- t-rl tt--

les e kr Pete Serrano
First Assistanl United States AttomeyActing United States Attomey
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Stuart Holmes
Director of Elections
416 Sid Snyder Ave SW
Olympia, WA 98501
stll!,!!, ho !r]Le.:lll,)!. \l a.g1\




