Ramona Man Is Major at 24; Directs Harlingen Air Firing
Joseph E. Habeger Pro-moted Immediately After Birthday-Is Master of Many Different Planes 
Ramona, S. D., June 28
Promoted to major just a month after his 24th birthday, Joseph E. Habeger, son of Mr. and Mrs. J.E. Habeger of this place, is one of the youngest men in the army to hold this rank.4Stationed at the Harlingen, Tex., army airfield, Maj. Habeger is now director of air firing. Under his command are B24 and B26 planes with some 750 pilots, instructors, and gunnery students. He has been stationed at the same field for two and one-half years. 
Commissioned in July, 1941 
Maj. Habeger entered training as a flying cadet in November 194
0. He received his wings and commission as a second lieutenant in July,1941 and then spent seven months as a flying instructor at the advanced flying school at Kelly Field. In February 1942, he was transferred to Harlingen and the same month promoted to first lieutenant. His promotion to captain came in January, 1943, and to major on May27, 1944.
2,000 Hours Flying Time 
Since his graduation in July, 1941, Maj. Habeger has checked out as first pilot on 24 army planes and has logged 2,000 hours of flying time. He is rated first pilot on planes ranging from the fast pursuit to the heavy four-engine bombers, including the P40, P39, B25, B26, the four-engine B17 and B24. He was married last August to Deloris Johnson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Sam Johnson of Madison.
