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Thomas Potter Tabor Obituary
Thomas P. Tabor, age 91, of Madison, passed away April 13, 2017 at the Bethel Lutheran Home in Madison.
Memorial services will be 2:00 PM on Saturday, April 29th at the United Methodist Church in Madison with Rev. Barry Whipkey officiating. Visitation will be 12-2 PM at the church. Inurnment will be in the Greenwood Cemetery, Brookings. 
The family requests that memorials be sent to the United Methodist Church, 304 N. Egan Ave., Madison, SD 57042 or the Sioux Council, Boy Scouts of America, 800 N. West Avenue, Sioux Falls, SD 57104.
Thomas Potter Tabor was born October 4, 1925, in Sioux Falls to Floyd and Frances (Potter) Tabor. Growing up he lived with his family in Sioux Falls, Huron, Deadwood, and Madison. He graduated from Madison High School in 1943 and entered the U.S. Navy. He served aboard the USS Traw in both the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Following his discharge in 1945, he attended General Beadle State College and graduated from South Dakota State College in 1950 with a degree in pharmacy.
On July 10, 1950, he married Ann Austin in Newell, South Dakota. Following their wedding, they lived in Madison, South Dakota. They celebrated 50 years of marriage before Ann passed away in 2000.
Tom managed the pharmacy in the Madison Clinic from the opening of the clinic in 1950 until the clinic closed in 1987. He was a partner in the Madison Rexall Drug and the Emporium from 1962 to 1981. From 1987 to 1997 he worked as a relief pharmacist throughout the state of South Dakota.
Tom had been a member and president of the Madison Jaycees and was State Jaycee President from 1959 to 1961. He was a member of Rotary International; the Madison Chamber of Commerce serving as mayor of Madison in 1960; and a member of the Madison School Board. He has been a member of the United Methodist Church in Madison since childhood.
His lifelong love was for the Boy Scouts of America serving over 50 years as a local and district leader. He was awarded the Order of the Arrow, The Silver Beaver Award, and The God and Service Award. He served as council commissioner for the Sioux Council, camp staff at Lewis & Clark Boy Scout Camp, member of the Wood Badge Program and later as a staff for Wood Badge training.
Survivors include two sons, Alan and Tim; two daughters, Tricia and Susan; three nieces, Liz, Kate and Drew, two nephews, Matt and Eric; and their families. Grandpa Tom was loved by all.
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